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' John 4:46-54
So }-ie. came again to Cana in Galilee, where He had made the water wine,
QR o rnaum tuere was an officlal whose son was ill. When this man
' heard that ]esus had Comefrom Judea to Galilee, he Went 10 Hins dn o j
"\ Him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. So Jesus
 said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe” The
' official said to Him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” Jesus said to him,
 “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him
and went on his way. As he was going down, his servants met him and told
" him that his son was recovering. So he asked them the hour when he began to
* get better, and they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left
him.?” The father knew that was the hour when Jesus had said to him, “Your
 son will live” And he himself believed, and all his household. This was now
 the second sign that Jesus did when He had come from Judea to Galilee.

1. This Gospel Teading presents us with a beautiful example of the
characteristics and nature of faith, namely, that it is to increase and become

somethingliving, restless; which either regresses or progresses, which lives
‘mQVéfv;:'lt: this does not happen, then it is not faith, but a dead idea in the
/haart about God, for true, living faith, which the Holy Spirit pours into the
."h:e?r‘t’_Simpl); cannot be idle. I say this so that no one will be secure, think-
ing that once he has laid hold of faith he will persist in it. What is important
is»l_mt the beginning, but continuing, more and more as time goes o, and
Wegsmg and leatning t_d know God better. 1 e

too fs Sn Fhe other hand, it is the nature of our adversary, the devil, th;tk he,
a;‘m ?t idle, asl:§t. Peter says, “Your adversary, the devil, goes about - i;
e ng o0 and seeks someone to devour” [1 Pet. 5:8]. Now, since the 'edl
g ot SI.eeP and take a vacation, it is not proper for a Christian to be idle
Ot his h-andé‘ in his lap, but rather to think about how to take strength

- d?vﬂ;gpower. He is called “the prince of this world” [John 14:30],
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for example, in today’s Epistle reading: “We do not fight with fle e

but with the princes and rulers, with the lords of the worlq, v, l-ih and blog g

darkness of this world, with the evil spirits under heaven” EEpho é cin th;
: #a

prince rules the world, raves and rages, is mad and wild, and i 2]. Thig
ot toler
ate

it if a Christian makes progress. He cannot tolerate this, for thep th
be a breach in his kingdom, and his net would be torn. Therefqy, ere woylq |
as he can, he lets no Christian prosper. : | €, as mygp, !
3. Now, when the fire of faith is kindled and rises, and the devi] fa]. .
becomes aware of it, then he immediately snatches at it with al] hjg eels and
for he knows the harm his kingdom will receive from it. ThErefor:uﬁmm ]
nestly defends his kingdom and is devoted to keeping everything u’ de ear-
obedience. Accordingly, it is certain that when a Christian begins tor;g ? hig
" temptation and persecution will pursue him at his heels. If thjs doe ieve,
happen, it is a sign that the faith is not genuine and the Gospel h:s not
been correctly understood. The villain, the devil, has sharp eyesight asn EC?t
soon aware of a true Christian. He then devotes himself to ruining hirm: lis
surrounds him and attacks him on all sides, for he cannot tolerate any;m:
leaving his kingdom. B
4. This is why it is dangerous to live this way, for the devil soon takes
us by surprise. This happens even to the great saints who grasp the Word of
~ God correctly: when they are standing up and thinking that they are secure,
then this villain is right behind them, knocks them down, and wrestles with

them until they are thrown to the ground. i
Look at what happened to the great people, to Moses, Aaron, and the

g princes of the Jews: they had a beautiful faith when they led the people out of

. Egypt. All the people went in faith through the Red Sea, through death and
through many other miracles in which they demonstrated their faith. Finally

they fell over one point by which the other point was ruined. They were

" afraid that the people would have to die of hunger and thirst in the barren

~ wilderness. Is it not a pity that they demonstrated their faith in these impor-

o quered it, 50 that they thought they were the best—an

wrestled with and con®
d then they fell when
hey were $0 fiercely

wh. Therefore it is
unless

tant points—since they went into and through death,

- they let their belly win, grumbling against God! Then't
 attacked that they all fell, and the devil knocked them do
* not something certain and secure when someone begins to believe,
.4 he continually progresses more and more.
~ 5. Even Moses, who otherwise had a strong faith, fell when he S 0
 Water out of the rock with his staff. He doubted and said to the peop‘f’;
_ &Ome here, and we will see if we can force water out of the roc.:k for z:’on
- M. 20:10]. Good Moses, who had done so many miracles; fell intoT©

: CEan e Je
| and “toafleshlyunderstanding and was afraid that the unb elief of the PP

truck



in e Pt
the Twenty:Fi1st Sunday after Trinity—Another Jermo
GOSPI cle and sign. But he should have continued

d have regarded it higher, greater, stronger,
belief of the people. But the good man was

0 un
than the
(2 powef hat he Stumbled and fell. 3
cked, sot have similar examples. Peter was sure an

tta ‘
ferce );; he New Testament we [walking] on the water and spoke from

6. w Christ ;

' tfo:g in fal }Iiendh el:estamee come to You” [Matt. 14:28]. He climbed out of
5 «h. “Lord,
aith:

isstron8 " - vater, sure that the water would support him. There wa; &

v boat int0 irit in St. Peter; he ventured securely into the
the 2 cble faith and 2 bold <P ly into death, trust-
remarkablé and into the danger, and even completely into death,
midstof the water fessly in Christ. When he thought that he was mo§t secure
ing boldly and fear m arose, he forgot the Word, put aside his faith, sank

L d went under. Where, now, was his great faith? Faith
wn into the Jaeh an ; ::is quickly disregarded, and then we stumble. The

‘ is qui on if we are not watching.

devil sees that bt mi::r 1680%111:3‘1:’1;;" inclined toward Christ! 'lg“hey regarded

s =" stronhgg clunlzg to Him, defended Him with such earnestness that
Himtt?lbi?lg:'so gf th,e people were amazed and did not dare to lay a hand on
:Ez, HZWeVer, when they did seize Him and bind Him, lead Him away, and
nail Him to a cross, then the people fell away. Just like that He is no longer
a prophet; no one stands by Him, but they cry out against Him: “Crucify
Him, érucify Him!” [Luke 23:21]; and what was still worse, His own disciples
abandon Him [Mark 14:50]. Where, now, was their faith and holiness?

" 8, The same thing happens now at our time. At first, when the Gospel
began, it was such a delightful preaching that all the world wanted to be
Christians, and no one opposed it. When people began to attack the monks,
priests, and nuns and to find fault with the Mass, then—oh!—they fell away
like leaves from the trees. Afterward, when people attacked the princes, they
I};:ZFCUt:: the 'GOS!)CI still more, and it began to decrease more and more.
facti(‘::: Heo Cvtfvnlll still does not take a vacation, he stirred up many sects and
3“0ther.attackedartl}): St;cts have we had so far? One reached for the sword,
does not sleep, and hz v:iflrzment, SR atta.c ked Baptism.' The devil
devetes himsélf e 0 many more such 'fhmgs. He‘: loc.)ks around and
Finally (it is to BSfeire) }gl Sur‘; EO‘ tru'e teachmg. remains in the Church.
throughout 11 of Germar; iWI ring it to the point that, if a man traveled
¥» he would find no true pulpits where the Word of

this great 12

S
Word; he shoul

1 For exam
ple, Thomas Mi;
MOnths begor, iR Minzer had been executed as part of the peasant rebellion just

e .
1540, formerty 1o c1' ﬁreached this sermon. Andreas Bodenstein von Karlstadt (1486-
9 0ppose |, Olleague and supporter iversi i
uth Pp at the University of Wittenberg, had come

€T iN 1521229 raioys
Upper, ang i -1~22, rejecting the pre e \ ;
and b, letteru: ant Faptlsm. SeeTuther. i presence of Christ's body and blood in the Lord’s

0 Philj ainst the Hegvenl Prophets (1525), LW 40:73-223:
p Melanchthon, Ianuary 13,1522, Lw ‘{8:362-72.( ) 8
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God is preached purely as it was before. He tries with all his might to et no
true teaching prevail, for he cannot tolerate it.

9. It is difficult to escape this enemy, who lies in wait, fights in every |
place, and pushes so hard that even the learned fall and the elect stumble, |
such as Moses [Num. 20:7-12], St. Peter [Matt. 14:28-31], and the apostles
[Mark 14:50]. We think we are secure and let things creep along, but no ope
pays attention, no one takes care. We should ask and implore God to preserve '
the Gospel and have His holy name preached further, but no ope cares, no
one asks that it make progress. Thus it will happen that God will treat ug and ’
the devil the same, and it will be over for us. He will knock us to the ground, [
and we will have great misery because of our arrogance and laziness,

10. The devil can also get the sectarians to think that they are right, just
as the Arians gave their affair a great splendor.2 There was no one who had
seen whether what they did was correct or incorrect. The Christian, however,
takes captive his thinking, presumes nothing, but humbly says to God: “Dear
Lord, though I am certain about this matter, yet I cannot keep it without
You; help, or I am lost.” He is as certain of the matter as St. Peter was on the
sea, who could not be more certain that the water would support him, since
he knew of no further obstacle. But when the wind roared around, then he
saw where he was wrong [Matt. 14:30]. This must now be firmly grasped in |
the heart. For even though we are certain about the matter, have Scripture, '
and are also secured and equipped as best we can with clear passages, it still
depends on the power, will, and might of God, who protects us and restrains
the devil, our adversary and great enemy.

11. This happens, however, so that God may make us alert and keep us
in fear, so that we are always concerned and cry out to Him: “Lord, help us
and increase our faith, for without You we are lost” [Matt. 8:25; Luke 17:5].
Our hearts should always be in the situation as though we were beginning |
to believe today, and we should always have the same attitude toward the |
Gospel as if we had never heard it, and must begin each day. It is the nature |
of faith to grow and continue without ceasing. The devil (as said above) does
not take a vacation and does not rest. If he is knocked down once, he stands
up again; if he cannot get in the front door, he looks for how he may creep
in the back; if he cannot get in the back, then he breaks in through the roof
or digs under the doorsill. He works until he gets in. He seeks all kinds of
cunning and attacks. If he fails at one point, he takes up another and works
at it until he wins.

2 The teaching of the Alexandrian presbyter Arius (ca. 280-336), that the Word (](?hn 1:.1)
was only the highest creature and not true God, was condemned at the Council of Nicaea in
AD 325, but his numerous supporters regained the ascendancy under the sons of Emperor
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12.0n the other hand, JHAN is poor anq weak, as St. Paul says, “We have
.asure in earthen vessels” (2 Corinthians 4 [:7]). “The treasure” is the
at ] am weaker than a jar in the presence of the potter; a jar is some-
c which is easily broken, and then everything in it is spilled. So,
evil perceives that faith is a treasure kept in a poor jar, he rants and
,nd says to us in his wrath: “T will strike you and dash your jar to pieces.
ravei‘; ave a great treasure which I will spill. If I were permitted, how quickly I
Ym:ﬂ d dash your jar to pieces! You are nothing but a poor and miserable jar!”
WO 13. Now God puts the poor jar among the enemies. How quickly will its
destruction happen! It can be dashed to pieces with a club. If even a serpent
would bite it it would go to pieces. It would be simple for the devil to smash
. entire country in a moment. This is why he is angry that God begins
the matter with him in such a foolish way. He opposes him with a poor jar,
and yet he is a great prince and powerful lord of the world. It would also
offend me, if I were a strong man and someone were to defy me with a
straw. I would certainly tear the straw to pieces in my anger! I would prefer
that he opposed me with spear, sword, and all armor, just as it offended the
strong Goliath when David dared to step against him with a staff but without
armor [1 Sam. 17:38-43]. The devil is also the same way. He is angry that
God intends to trample him underfoot with flesh and blood. If a great spirit
were against him, it would not be so offensive to him. But it greatly offends
him that a poor maggot sack,’ a fragile jar, should sit there defying him, a
weak vessel against such a mighty prince. God has put this treasure (says
Paul [2 Cor. 4:7]) in a poor, weak vessel, for man is weak, quickly becomes
angry, is greedy, arrogant, and burdened with other defects, through which
the devil could quickly dash the jar to pieces, and, if God would permit him,
he would very quickly do away with all people in the same way that he ruins
many souls through false teaching. Now, all of this happens (says Paul) so that
We would know that it does not depend on our might but on God’s power.
Thus God has provoked the devil, ruining and destroying him through the
Weakest weakness of flesh and blood. This offends him so exceedingly that

he goes about like a roaring lion in order to shatter and smash the weak
vessels and jars.

this tré
Gospel. B

thing wea
when the d

o he}:]: of this }'lappens, however, so that we may be anxious, lift up our eyes
will Pmen, and lfnPIOI‘e God’s help. Thus we have begun to believe that God
even th OIlrlloltle this an.d protect and keep the vessel safe through His power,
g OVercOg the devil wants to dash it to pieces and trample it underfoot, as
i$ the py :rn s the others who are his and has joy and delight in them. That
fc e to the Gospel reading. Now we want to look at each part of



There was a royal official whose son was sick at Capernaum. [John 4:46]

16. There have certainly been more people who had sick children, but
we should note what he says right after this:

He heard that Jesus came from Judea into Galilee, went to Him, and
asked Him to come down and help his son, for he was at the point of
death. [John 4:47]

17. This is where faith which trusts Christ begins. This Gospel reading
points out that he had faith, for when he heard that Christ heals the sick, his
heart grasps at this, clings to Christ, and thinks: “If He helps all people, He
will also help me and heal my son”” He regarded Christ to be a man who can
help people, and he expects every benefit from Him. Now, the heart of a true
Christian clings to Christ. However, if this royal official had been in doubt,
he would not have come to Christ, but his heart would have hesitated: “He
certainly helps other people, but who knows whether He will also help me?”
and he would have neglected the matter. But his faith lived, and so he got up
and went to Christ. This was the beginning of faith.

18. Now look at how obliquely and paradoxically Christ met him and
how his faith was attacked when He said to him:

“If you do not see signs and wonders, you do not believe.” [John 4:48]

19. How does this make sense? He says, “You do not believe” and yet
he has faith. The Lord spoke the same way to St. Peter: “O you of little faith,
why did you doubt?” [Matt. 14:31]. Peter was certain of the matter and had
faith, and so he went on the water; but when he saw the wind, he doubted and
sank under. So also here: The good man heard the report that Christ helps
everyone; he believed this and came to Him. But when he heard that Christ
refused to come to him, he was offended, his faith collapsed, and he worried
that Christ would not help him. This was a blow, a temptation to the newly
begun faith, for the words were harsh: “Unless you see wonders and signs,
you do not believe,” etc. These words were a temptation and caused him to
doubt, so that he stumbled. The devil stood behind him and said: “Go into
the house; attend to your affairs. He does not want to help you” The royal
official, however, did not quickly weaken, but said to the Lord:

“Sir, come down before my child dies.” [John 4:49]

20. His faith no doubt wanted to collapse and sink. The Lord, however,
did not forsake him, but helped him up again and said to him:
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Go your way; your son lives.” [John 4:50]
[{f Oy

had an excellent faith; otherwise he would not have summoned

21. He n. What, then, did he lack? He was mistaken in thjs. that he
Him to his Sf_f' Christ came to his house, then He could heg] his son. He
pelieved that 1 that if He were not present, then He could not heal him

ht, howeVver, 3 ; ;
thoug! did not yet reach so far, but he believed that Christ could hea] only
His faith dI esent. Therefore, he had to have a higher degree of faith.
if He were I;L faith was gone, the jar was shattered, and he thought his son

His -wechrist» however, went ahead and raised him up again, put him in
had to dle:tuatioﬂ’ and said to him: “Go your way; your son lives” Thus he
a higherdS;rom his first faith (when he believed that Christ could heal if He
ascende nt) to a higher faith, so that he now believed the bare Word, I he
were Pre;eﬁeved the Word, he would not have left Him alone unti] He went
hz'ad nhqt eBut he laid hold of the Word, believed Christ, and clung to it. The
with m:'t home, but Christ was with the father.
son ;’;SNOWs however, he laid hold of the Word in his heart and said to
hixﬁs el%: “My son is sick, but I will find him healthy” This was a faith against
reason and experience. Reason would have spoken in this way: “If, when
I first left my son, he was already at his last gasp, how can he now be or
become healthy, because He will not even go to him?” Faith, however, says
the opposite, takes its stand directly in the Word, is filled with it, and does
not at all doubt that it is no different than as the words sound: “Go
your son lives.”

23. This is an excellent, strong faith, when the man can put off mind,
understanding, reason, eyes, and heart, and sink into one little word, and
be content and secure in it. Just as Christ says, “Your son lives,” so also this
faith says, “It is certainly true that I will find it this way.” Thus faith does not
remain idle and quiet, but continues and becomes stronger.

24. This is what Christ also does for us: He lets us be attacked, so that
we increase in faith. And if at our end, when we are to die, we had a spark

- of this faith, then we would do well, just as Christ said in the Gospel of
Matthew [17:20] to His disciples: “If you have faith like a mustard seed,
You can say to this mountain: ‘Move from here to there, and it will move,
and nothing will be impossible for you” A mustard seed is very small, but
Whoever has this faith will certainly be saved. We should not look at the
fact that faith is small, but we must look at and see to it that the mustard
seed remains and jg not eaten by birds, that is, that the devil does not snatch

f -
aith out of gy hearts. It does not depend on how small faith is; rather, a lot
€ overthrown.

depends op taking care that it not b
25. Peter ¢ertainly had an excellent faith when at Christ’s word he boldly
Outon the water: for this reason the water supported him so that he

your way;

Went
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did not sink. If he had remained in this faith, he could have walked fully a
hundred miles on the water; however, when he hesitated, he began to sink.
Therefore, it does not depend on how strong or small faith is, but that it
remains, no matter how small it may be. It can happen that someone who
has a small faith remains in faith, and someone who has a strong faith sinks
down and doubts. Moses also had a great and strong faith, so that he led the
people of Israel through the midst of the sea and through death. However,
later he and his brother fell, even though God quickly lifted them up again
[Num. 20:12]. The thief on the cross, however, laid hold of faith once and
persisted in it [Luke 23:42].

26. God does these things to knock down our arrogance, so that we do
not become defiant and presumptuous but always remain in the fear [of God];
otherwise, when temptation comes, we would immediately fall into error.

God has given us a beautiful parable about this in the tree, which begins
to blossom in the spring; then, the tree opens so much that it becomes com-
pletely white from blossoms. When the rain comes, many of the blossoms
are taken away, and frost destroys still more. When the fruit begins to come
on, and some wind comes, the young fruit falls—so much of it, as if it were
snowing. Then, when the fruit becomes large, the caterpillars and worms
arrive, which gnaw away, bite, and destroy the fruit so that scarcely the twen-
tieth part, or even scarcely the hundredth part, remains good. The same
thing also happens with the Gospel. When it begins, everyone wants to be a
Christian; there is promise, and all are well-pleased. Then a wind or rain of
temptation comes, and they fall away in droves. Then the sects and factions
come, like the worms and beetles, gnaw at and pollute the fruit of the Gospel.
So many false teachings arise that few of them remain with the Gospel.

27. Therefore, we should not be secure, even though we have begun in
faith, nor be boastful, but always remain in the fear [of God]. By God’s grace
we are now rich in the Word of God and redeemed from deep and severe
darkness. However, we also forget the Word, soon become lazy and bored,
and, besides, we are otherwise weak. Now, if the devil once breaks in with
false teaching and finds us idle and the house swept clean, then he will take
seven devils worse than he is, and at last it will be worse than at the begin-
ning [Luke 11:24-26]. Even if this should happen, still we should not despair
because of it, but instruct one another, so that we learn to cling to God and
say: “Merciful God, You have allowed me to become a Christian. Help me to
remain one and to increase in faith from day to day. Even if the whole world
should fall, each one become sectarian, and the devil shatter all the jars, I will
not follow them, but with Your divine help remain with the Gospel” Each
one should bear this in mind, as if he were alone in the world, as he will be
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oy the last, when no one will stand up for other
m‘l] ;ave to stand up for himself.
wi 28, Thus the faith of this man was very beautifu] and Precious. When he

i th o words “your son lives,” he believed them,
hear torp o d hold of the Word alone, clung to it, and grasped for nothing
the gTherefOTe’ God honored him in return, kept his son alive, comforted
.se. 4id not leave him stuck in doubt and weakness, but made him certain
ah:g’stroﬂg in faith and made him to confinue and increase. He also does not

.+ until the man has come home to his house, but while he s sti]] on the
e He has his servants come to meet him with the happy news: “Your son
livaes!” [John 4:51]. For God cannot de-lay and stay away from a genuine heart
ihich relies on Him alone, clings to His Word, and abandons all other things,
Then God cannot conceal Himself, but lets Himself be seen, enters such a
heart, and makes His dwelling there, as Christ says [John 14:23). Thus He
Jbundantly revealed Himself to this royal official, so that he would under-
stand how pleased He was with this faith, which can cling to the bare Word
so very strongly.

29. Now, what is more blissful and joyful than to believe His Word and
let no temptation force us away from it, but only close our eyes against all
temptations of the devil, put away mind and understanding, reason and all
cleverness, and constantly say in our heart: “God has spoken; He cannot
lie’? Nothing is more joyful, I say, than such faith, for what we ask from
God in such faith we receive from Him more abundantly than we can ever
desire, and God is with us sooner than we would have thought. In summary,
everything depends only on believing and trusting in Him. This is why the
evangelist uses so many superfluous words (as it seems to us), such as these:

People, but each ope

went on his way, gave God

el

The man believed the words Jesus spoke to him and went on his way. And

~ when he went down, his servants met him, proclaimed, and said, “Your
child lives” Then he inquired of them the hour when he got better, and
they said to him: “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” So the
father noted that it was about the hour when Jesus had said to him: “Your
son lives.” [John 4:50-53]

30. All of this happened so that we would know that, if we believe and
trust in God, He will abundantly give us everything for which we ask.

And he and his whole house believed. [John 4:53]

3%- He has so increased in faith that he has not only gone from a lower
P .h‘gher Position, but he has also led other people to faith. He not only
“ontinued in his faith but has an active faith, which is not idle and quiet in

.




‘e came to Christ, received consolation from Him, and how he had re
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his heart, but which broke forth and preached this Christ and extolled how |

Ceived
help through his faith, so that all who were in his house had to believe, 14

is the nature of faith that it draws in other people, breaks forth, and g0es
to work through love, as St. Paul says, “Faith, which is active through love,
does this” [Gal. 5:6]. It is alive and can neither be quiet nor take a Vacation,
as King David says in Psalm [116:10] and as St. Paul applies this to believers,

saying, “I believed; therefore, I have spoken” [2 Cor. 4:13]. Faith cannot dg

otherwise; it must break forth and speak; it cannot remain quiet, for it wants
to be useful to its neighbor. :

32. So also we who believe—we are to open our mouths and confess the
grace that God has demonstrated to us. The greatest and highest work of faith
is that each one should inform and teach others in the Word, as St. Paul says,
“With the heart we believe for righteousness, but with the mouth we confess
for salvation” (Romans 10 [:10]). If we are ashamed of the Word andvsup’press
it when we are asked about it, this certainly is a sign of a worthless faith,

33. Thus we see that Christ does not make a distinction between those
who are weak and strong in faith and rejects no one, for small faith is also
faith, and if it only continues, it will always become stronger. Christ came into
the world to receive, support, and endure the weak. If He were as imp‘atienfc
as we are, and He were to say to us quickly: “Go away from Me; I do not want
you, for you do not believe as you ought’—who could be helped by Him? It
is a great skill, however, to be able to deal gently with the weak, not quickly
hitting them over the head and impatiently driving them away. Even if they
are not strong today, it can happen in an hour that they grasp the Word more
abundantly than we who imagine that we are strong. £

34. Thus we are to instruct and teach one another to cling to His Word,
for in this way we are strong enough for the devil. Otherwise he would in an
hour shatter all of us like jars, and for him all people would be like a feather:
however and whenever he wanted, he could blow them away. This feather,
however, will be heavier for him than heaven and earth.' A Christian has

Christ in him, and Christ is heavier than heaven and earth. This is enough
about this Gospel reading. | ta S
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