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GOSPEL FOR THE 
T\VENTIETH SUNDAY 

AFTER TRINITY 
,\ltzttht·w 22: 1- 1..J 

AnJ a.i:,w, k~:.Js ~P<'~c tL, thcm in p,:nd.•ks, s,1yi11g, "Tl,e J...ingdom of /1ct11·e11 
m:1v h· ü1111r,1rrJ k' a k111g h-lw Sc.JH" •' " 't•ddi11g fct1st for J,is son , and se11t 
/iJ_j .•i"nl/1:t~ fLJ La!l tJa,~.: hiiiJ h"L'rt' i,n·itt·d to the wcclding fenst, b11t they 
1i1 L1i..!J llul u>nu·, . \s,1rn /,r: :-Crlf vtha ~•c."r\'llllts. sc1yi11g, 'Tell tlwsc who are 

1m 11ul, ~,ü., I h.i1 t: pn"{'un-J my dimrc:r, my ox,~n and 111)' f at cal1•es have 
l11.·l·,1 s:,1;,_.;l11t·n-il, ,.mJ t'l L·r,\Clii11g is rca,iy. Cvme to the wedding fcast."' But 
tlrq r,u.l 11L1 ... uo111tm ,mJ ., L'llt L~/J; <.mt· to his Jarm, mwthcr to his b11si11ess, 
h l11i• chi: rf~f ~L·,:cJ lus 5c·nw1ts, trccllcd tlrem slum,efully. nnd killcd thcm . 
Tlit' k.m~ ,, LI.) u11~'T,l', ,11i.l h~ Sl'llt l1is trovps tmd destroyed those nwrcle:rers 
lill•/ hmr.:J tl,L·rr uty. T/,01 hL· s,lid to his sen1aT1ts, 'The wcddi11g fcast is 
rt",1<1)', bul th11sc: i11ntL·J '11 ac nut worthy Go tlierefore to tlie n1C2i11 roads a11d 
,nv,u to tlii! '11cJJi11gfc:&bt as ""my as y ou find.' A11cl tlwse scrva11ts went 0 11t 

mtu Uii! rowls wd gi1thac:J ull wlzom tl,ey fow1d, uoth bad and good. So tlie 
'11 t·JJ11:g h..1Jl '11 lLS JWäl k-'lth gue.sts. 

"But k lu:n thi! k.mg c..imt! i,i to lovk at the g11ests, he saw there a man who 
l,,1J 111.J ,1,.,JJing g.irmmt. A.nd lie said to him, 'Friend, how did you gct in 
!tat! k-1ti1vr..t a " t!dJmg gt.1n11mt?' A11d h e was speechlcss. Then the ki11g said 
tv thl utt.::11J,mts, 'B111.i him hand a11d Joot and cast him into the out er dark­
n.:~. /11 tlwt p!ua tha~ w,1/ bl weeping a11d g11ashing of teeth.' For many are 
1,11/(d, bur J;:w ar~ c.hvsc11." 

1. This Gospel reading, just like the Epistle reading, is a very serious 
aJmonilion to rnake good use of the time of the Gospel. It is also a frightfuJ 
thrcatcning of horrible punishment to come on both the secure, a rrogant 
pcopll! \\'ho dcspisc this gracious Urne and who persecute the preachjng of 
the Gmpd, and aho on the falc;e, thoughtless spirits who have the name of the 
Gmpd and of Christ onlr for ~how and are not serious about it. This beauti ­
fully dcpkts and roints out the nature of thc group which is called "God's 
rl·ople" or "the Church" and which has His \Vordon ea rth, and what it is, like 
both according to ils inner nature and its outcr appearancc. 

2. first, He forrns I f is Chri5tcndom in such a way that He calls it and 

whal conccrns its govcrnance "thc king<lom of hcavcn," in order to point out 



1h,1l J k hJs cJ.lkd lo I finuclf a pcupll" on lhL· l·.lrlh Lhn,ugh lhe Word ot 111.1 
Go!-lpcl JnJ ha!, ~c:lc.·'-lt'J lh <:m out of thc whule w11rlJ. 1 k J1d th,~ nut 5(• lhat 
iL woul<l ht! c.:omprbc:J anJ arr..angcJ l1ke üu: cikrn.il. ~orldl}' gov«nt111<.~ 
wirh phy~ic.11 Jominion, power, propc.·rt)", g11n:rnmcn1, anJ the l'n:-.cnauon 
of cxtcrnal. worJJJy rightcou'>m.·~~, d1scip1ine, dcf~·n....e, pc4'le, ,'lc All uf thi~ 
was alreaJy arrangcJ in abundam.e befon:hJnd, .rnJ lt \\ai rnlru.,tcJ and 
given to pcople Lo rulc in 1Jüs Jife as bc:,I tht!')' can. hc.0 n ,n, •hi„ h.a\ ill~u 

bccn wcakcncJ anJ t:orruptcd through ~jn, so lhJt il <locs no1 hJppen ~~ lt 
s hould. lt is a poor, miserable, wcak go\"ernan~c. as '":.1k. and pcn\hal.il,: as 
this maggot snck. 1 lt can only conlinue (\'1r'hl"rc u b .il lls bc.,1) a.s 11,ngaqlu: 

bclly rcmains. 
Beyond this, ho,·vevcr, God has arrangcd and imlitukd fur Him--.df lliia 

own divine governance (in which He reveakd His boundlc~!, graLc anJ !;JH: 

His Word). He did this in o rder lo prepare and gathcr for ll1m!.df a ri:uplc 
whom He would redeem from llis wrath. eternaJ death, and sm-thmu~, 

which they feU inlo suc h misery and from which thcy could nvt hdp them 
selves by a ny human wisdom, counsel, or power-and teach them 10 kn•1\-.· 
Him correctly and to glorif y and praise Hirn fore,·er. 

3. C hrist now calls this ... the kingdom of heaven; in which He ruh.'5 nor u, 

3 
bodiJy way and is not occupied wilh the goods of t.his life. but in wh1c.h He 

has institu ted and set up an eternal, imperishable kingdom, which bL·g1ns l'fl 

earth thro ugh faith and in which we receive and have these etcrnaJ ~ntfüi; 

the forgiveness of s ins; consolation; strength; renewaJ of the 1-fo.ly Spirit; anJ 
victory over the power of the devü, death, and hell; and, finally, ett:rn..u ltfo 
in body and soul, that is, e ternal friendship and joy with God. 

4. This divine kingdom is ruled, built up, protected, surrorted, an.::1 
maintaine d only through the externaJ office of Lhe \\'ord and Sacrament,, 
throug h which the Holy Spirit is active and works in heans, etc.. as hJ.S otten 

been said. 
s. H owever, the Lord Christ represents this hrre in a most delighrful anJ 

cheerf ul w ay by equating it with a royal weJding, where a briJ~ is gmin to 
the king's son, everything is full of the greltest joy anJ glory, .mJ manr wcre 
invited to the ,,vedding and its joy. Among all the r.ir:ihks and ridurcs ,,ith 
which God explains the kingdom of Christ to us, Lhis is a choii:e and dd1sh1-
fuJ picture. He caJls Christendo m or thc e~tJtc~ of Chri:,t r.rns a wcdJin~ or 
a wedded union, in wh ich GoJ Himsdf chooscs for His Son J Church c,n 
earth, w hic h He acccpts as His own Rride. Br using our cnrn life .1nd l'tpl'· 

rience God wants to explain and point out, :1s in a mirror, whJt we hJ,e in 

Christ. Thus. th rough Lhc mosl commnn öl.ltc on ~.uth, in "hich \H \\al? 

1 Sec scrmon li>r E.t~La Tuc:~JJ)'-A rwtlwr Sanwn on Luli: 1-1 Jti-37, In. 5 

2 Sec ~crnwn l"t1r thc 'l\\'cl t"th Sund.1r .1 fta frinil)' on ~1.u l 7:J 1- 37, fn. J 



--,,n ---n ·eJ .i.nd rcJreJ a.nd. in which we nurselvcs live, t le daily pn.·.ichc> 3nJ " ".. " ( s J> 1 • • • .. , -. 1 !.lcr . l. au 3Jmoni,hl·~ us to rcrnembcr .inJ thmk .ibout th1s gr\:al m) . Y _ 
1...alh 1t this in fphe,ia.ns 5 (:J:!]), th.1t thc weJJeJ life of hu~banJ ,mJ wtfo 
w.1.; orJc:rcJ by God as .i grcat, bc.l.utiful. won<lrous sign anJ a tangtbl~, )'cl 
i.rintu.iJ ri..:tunt which ~hows anJ cxrlains ~omcthing speci.il. excellent, a~d 
grc.11 th,ll is hiJJ,:n .1nJ incomprchcnsiblc to human n:ason, namely, Christ 
.mJ His Chun.h. 

6. \\rh.it the w~·JJeJ est.it~ brings w ith it-if it is worthy of thc name and 
c.in truly bc ~alleJ ,, cJJcJ lifc, wherc hu~hanJ anJ wife live togcther-is, 
11n,t, truly sin('crc confiJc-nc~ on both sides. Among o thcr praisc for a godly 
wife, Solomon also ex.tob,: Confidil in c,i cor ,·iri, "Her husband's hcart can 
rdy on her" (Proverb$ 31 [:l l)h that is, he entrusts to her his he;irt and life, 
monl!r, rruraty, aml honor. So abo on thc other si<le: The wife's heart clings 
tu her hu!-banJ, who is her ,~ry ,.karesl treasure on earth. In him she knows 
an<l h.u, hunor, rrote'7tion. J.nd help in a ll her needs. 

There is not such J. completd)7 united, equal, perpetual trust and heart 
among uther rersons and c::states, such as bet"ween m aster and sen1ant, maid 
J.J1J mistn:ss-yes, e, en between children and parents. In these situations, 
lo, c is not .!)0 t:!qu.tl, ~trong, and total to each other, nor does the alliance 
rem.tin continu.illy as in the we<lded estate, ordained by God, as the text 
s.1.p,, .. A man ,, iU Le.i,·e his father and his mother and cling to his wife," etc. 
l Gen. 2:24]. 

7. Frum this lo\'e and sincere trust there now follows also the fellowship 
in e\'erything which they both have with each other or that happens to them 
both, ,,·hether good or bad. Each one must take an interest in the other as his 
own anc.l hdp the other ,,ith his property, contribute a nd share t(?gether with 
the oth~r. suffer together or enjoy together, rejoice and grieve, according to 
,, hethcr 1t goes wdl or il1 '"; th them. 

8. This now is tobe a figure or sign of the great, secrct, wondrous union 
of Christ and His Church. All we who believe in Hirnare uHis members" {as 
St. Paul says [Eph. 5:30)), "of His flesh and bones," just as in the beginning 
at creation the woman was taken from the m an [Gen. 2:21-22]. The love of 
GoJ for us must indeed be great, boundless, and inexpressible, sinc.e it joins 
thc di,rine nature with us in this way and sinks into o ur flesh and blood,.so 
that God's Son truly bccomes one flesh and one body with us and takes such 
a ~trong intcrcst in us that He wants not only to be o ur Brother but also our 
Bridcgroom. He- cxpcnds on us and gives us all His divine bencfits, wisdom, 
rightcousnc!>s, life, strength, and power to bc o ur own , so that in Hirn we are 
e\'cn to partake of thc divine nature (as St. Peter says [2 Pct. 1 :4]). 

He wants us to bclieve that wc have th is honor and these possessions, 
so that wc arc chcerf ul and with all con fidcncc takc comfort from this Lord, 



ju~l a~s .1 _L>rid~ Joc~ in ~hc p~>-.,cs,iom, anJ ~,•n•.•r of l,c:-r hndc:-gruc,m 1 hulll 

(-las Lhn~tcnc.Jon1 1s His wate and empn::,.!> an h'-'J\c:n anJ un . nh , f . . ~" ,,ur,- 1c 
is c .11 lc.-J l h ~ 13ndc of God. l lc • ~ Lord o,rer all <:rt·.11 ure-. JOIJ puh h ... L t:. In tue 
highc~l w.iy inlo Jo1ninion and power oH·r r,in, Jc.i.th. d&.~1). ,inJ hell t'tc.. 

9 . Look a t whal J f e ~hO\\'S u~ in thc cn.•n.-JJy ptl'turc of tJ, .... ·d 1. • , , "l ""ng ur 
of th(! wc-<lJe<l c~tatc, where we M.'e thc l11ve a11<l fJithfulfü•.,.., oi r1ghtc-o1..h 
spouscs, along with thc joy and benefit!> of thc w~dd111g, thc briJ.: .• nJ the 

briJegrooan! J Je s hows u s this !-.O that wc lcarn tu bdk,c and rcmcmb~·r 
thal C hris t cc rtainly has this ki nd of heart anJ mind lo,..,c1rd Hi, ßn.Jc, th.c 

C hurch , but with much greatcr lovc. fa.ilhf ulne~~. and gracc. He 1.1pcnJ~ i.liuw§ 
us this through His Word of thc Go~pel and throug.h th.: Huly Spmt. whom 
He gives to His Churc h. Thus He provi<lcs the glodous, JO)fuf 'Acddrng. ar 
\vhich He is n,ardcd to His Bride, takes h<:r to Hun5t'lf~ and-to '-pt:ctk in a 
ch ildlike and human \Vay-dances with His Bride to drums and pipc~ h'l11.le 
s he is held in His anns. Liktn\'ise, He honors and adorns her wuh all Jlt~ 
f1nery, which is the blotting out and washing away of sins, righttou\nc:'>~. 
and tJ1e gi ft of the Holy Spirit, along wilh His light. undentanding, stn:ng:.h. 
and aJI the giftts necessary for the life to come. These are duft:rent ntdJ.ict'5 , 

rings~ velvet, sil.k, pearls, je weis„ and gems than the earthly ont~. ~ hich arc 

only a lifeless painting of the he:avenJy possessions. 
10. Therefore, whenever you see or hear about a bride and bndegroL,m, 

or wedding joy and finery, open your C)'es and heart and look at what )·our 

dear Lordl Christ is reminding you and showiog you; He has rrepared a 
glorious, royal ,veddlng for you as His dear bride- aad li,·ing member ( Jf 
you believe in Hin-i). There He provides eternal joy; luxury, smg.mg, leapmg, 
eternal finery, all riches, and the fullness of everything good. 

11. Therefore, s incere conftdence in Hirn should grow anJ lncrc.:ise 

in you, because He cal led you through Baptism; chose rou for fdlo,\'sh,p 

through His inexpress ible, sincere love; and dc,·ote-d Himsdf to dd1,·crmi_.; 
you from sin , eternal death, and Satan's power and to ghing rou Hi) hud~· 
and l.ife and everything He has. Yes, He gave you so very much thJt you (an 

boast not only about ,vhat He did and g.a,·e to you for your s_ake, but yuu 
can als o cheerfully boas t aboul Him as your own. Just as a hndc rdies ,qth 

si ncere confidence on her bride-groom and rcga.rds her bridegrL,,1m's hc:.ir1 
as her own h ea rt, so also from the botton1 of p .,ur h eJrt rou (an rcly on the 
love of Christ for you a nd have no doubt th.1t His attituJe to\,·a.rJ you 1s no 

different than the attilude of your own he..irt. 
l 2. In contrast to lhis, however, the blinJncss of (,ur olJ AJJm ( thJt i~, 

of our blood a nd flcsh) and out" f ully hl rdencJ obJurJ("Y .ire ex,crJ,n~ly 
strong, n1ore l han can be sccn or bdicYcJ, espc:l'iJ_llr ,,hen ,~·e !,('(' bdMe 
our eyes and sense son1cthing Jiffcr('nt in our~c:h·cs ,rnJ in th,s mhaJble 



1 
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J J J l l l l , t ... df thi~ i-. ., .Jcl1gh1ful, hh:. R'-·.1, un „ t'." rlJ1nl ) M ." c !> an un .:r~t.n, !\ , ., 11 • . dwcr tul r1oun.: nf the "'cJJm~ .wd n1.u1t .tl lo, '-'• ,ln'-1 tl l.,'ln cert .t.llll)' bc , .:u~ th.,t C hri~t 1s J 'ec._•n · n vbh.•. ri t!,htnm ~. fJ11h ful Un'-kgn."om, .i n ~l 1 lt s C hurch " 
J H ·r} ll.lrrr L\nJ"·· Hut 11 du"~~ n ot continu t.." "hcn c.1,ch <~ n c 1s t o b d1~vc fo r hi m:-.c..Lt th_.1t h~ .tl,0 ht:h..,11g, tu C hr ,~t ~,nd is a n1e 1nhl·r ot 1 lt~ Uody an<l that C hn ') t bc:.in- !->UCh .1 h"·.u-t a.nd l\lv~ tow,HJ h1m. ' ( his is bl·~.iu sc l <l o no t ~Cl! th ,s !;r'-·.it f.ll1n · in m)·~df; but. l'll th~ \'.:\.,ntr.iq•, 1 s ~c a n <l foc l g rcat wcakne~s. 
011,.,...., r t.hrn'--,.:,, .inJ n v th ing hut ~orn,w. $,H.ln'-~5-s, ., n J a ll k i nd s of suffcring. in .1JJ,t111n h .1 '-k.1th , the gr.1.n~. anJ n,.1g~r,ts. whic h wi ll cons umc m c. l .'. In contrast to th h-, h<''"-~,-cr, you shoul<l karn to belicvc that Lhe \\'l.lrJ ,, h1ch Chrbt l l im sdf !l>r\.·.tks tu yo u . anu which God co1m m :uu.ls r ou 
lll bd1.:, .:, i, truc: ( u nk~$ you c.i ll Hin, a Ha.r). v.•ith n o regard for what rou ~""'~ m ,,..,ur, df. S1ncc you .1r e surposcJ to belicve. you m ust no t cl ing to \,·h.it ~ ,,ur thuu~ht~ .lrn..l s.en::,es s .1y to r ou. but to wha t God 's \-\'o rd says. no m..1t11.:r how l,nk o t it you s t>n~e . T he refore, if you sense your necd and miscry, ..1.11J trum yüur ne.1rt J.:~i re to part.ikc of this consolat ion a nd love ofChrist, th'-·n ,tn:ll.h out yuur ~.irs and heart to Christ , and la.y hold of the cornfo rt-

11\~ r1dure H~ Frc!)t:n ts to you to sh ow you th at H e , , ·ants you lo know and ~di~,c th.il He 11 .1s .1 m ure sincere lo ve and faithfulncss for you in His heart th.in .111> bndc~room has fo r his dear bride. On the o ther hand, He desiircs fr,,m \.uu ..1. sinc.c:re con fid e nce and joy toward Hin1 , ,·hich should b e much g.r~Jt«:r dun J.ny br id e h as for h er b ridegroon1. 
lt ,, oulJ be right fo r you to r-ebuke yours df h.cre fo r yo ur unbelief, 

~J) 1ng: ulf m.1.rit al love can p ro duce this sin cere confidence and joy between bnJe anJ bridt:groom. even tho u gh it is in ferio r a nd perishable, why do I not tc1okc mu ch more in my r igh teous, faith ful S.avior, Ch rist, who has gi\"en Himself fo r me and to me as my very own? Sh ame on m e because of my !)h.undul unbelief, that m y heart is not here fuJ l of laughte r and eternal JOY, , ... hcn I hea.r and know ho\,' He says to n1e thro ugh His Word that He will be m~ dt?ar Brid egroom ! Should I no t rat her have h ere a much higher joy, 
::,ll th.it mr eyes, thoughts, heart, and my "''h ole lifo cling to m y dear Savior 
more thJn a brid e does to her b ridegroom?" If she is good and a true bride, shc wJ.nts to see and hear no thing m ore than he r husband. Even if she does 
nol s~e h1m and have him with he r, h e r h cart cl ings to h im, so that she cannot 
thmk of anythin g but him . 

1-L 1 lo,,ever, as I have said, our o ld Adam-the cor rupt nature-docs 
not let our hearts lay hold of this kn owlcdgc. joy, a nd c onso lation. Therefore, 
th1s I'> ~nd ccrtainly rcmai ns what St. Paul calls it [Eph. 5:32]: "a myster)', a ,ecrd." '>Om~th1ng conccalcd, dcepl y h idden, inlangible (but still largc, exccl­
l~nt. wnn<lrou~). not only to thc b lind. foolish wo r ld, which can imaginc 
<\r unJer~tand r.iothi ng at all of th csc h igh. divi nc matlers, but also to lhe 



d e.I r .,pn:.l lt:'> .Jlh...l grcJI Chr,:,t IJ IH. rhcr IIJ\.C t:nough ln IL.;rn ~~id l>tl,c•,r 

111 1h1 , ., n .:.1 ,1 nd n ,u,t rhcru ,d\.t:'> :.Jy lhJt no rllJtkr 111»·.- l„r 1, tl .. J 1 1 • ... , 1\ _, l,.;., \, 1' 1 

il, r n .:ad, .1hnu1 il, J n-.1 :J\J) lft: {Cl II , II rcinain, J m) ,ll'ry l1Jlh.:mm ll11\l1!t· 

Evcn S t. P .1 ul hi~nsd i o ft l.'11 IJOll'IILt:J thJt 11 d1.J n 111 hurk J!. :.!n,r.i.:I~ 

in him (l1cca u ~c of h l'> nc: .. li anJ ulunJ) n~ II o,h,,uJJ \•,urL ,( 1l \ •LIC ;,, 1h•.•r 

o ugh l)' u nJcn,looJ a n d g rnspcJ ~ il ~houlJ uc (1<,m1. i· J l:1-.!CiJ. l lt .:J:J c,rl.-r 

s·,i n ls woulJ n o l t hcn h avc hl·t.-n ,o J nXJum, )Jd, ,md lri·•hkmJ J' ), .1 
• "' <> • # .l '·• lO 

W,l !> a n cl as I h c p roph c l Da v,J a l,o l.imcn tcJ 111 man)' p,,!lm,. l•Jt th ,rl,L·,,ni 

lrn <l 10 b,c m ovl·d. by n o th ing b u t joy. Hown·t:r, 1h1~ ha \ bu·n Jdurld (,,, 

thc,n to the ]i fo t o come, whcrc t llC)' will !>l°C rt \'-llhou1 am cu~crir.i! :.r,J 

obscu ri ty and li ve: forcvcr fi llcd wit h jo)'. 1':ow, 11 :.llll rc:mJrns a ciJ.ict.lLd, 

hir.kkn, spir ituaJ wi:d<l ing which cannot bc -.,·c11 \, ith lhc ">1.') or t,bl.!Jfü:J 

w ith 1hc rcas on, b u t i l can bc graspcd only by foitft, hhteh clmö, ,u!1.!\ 1,1 

ihc word wh ich it hca rs abou t it, and )'Cl it still t;ra>p> 11 ~ealJ:, lx;4.;::.,,<: ,,( 

th c rcbclaiou s fl csh . 
1 s. This ( wedd ingj is so vcry un known to rc:ucm th.1111 b fr1f:.htt'l11.J ,,t~-n 

H considcrs h ow imporlant it is. 1 am now speaking onlr abuu1 Chmt,,m,, 

(or 1h e o t hcrs do n o t comc lo l he \'i.•cJding. \ \'hen lhcy hear thJI God I\ 10 

become the ß ridegroom of a human being, lher reg,lfd 11 as !>1mrh· UT'p;,,. 

siblc, evcn as n o t hing b ut fooli~h prattle and fables. Chnstians, ho11ncr, 11ho 

havc bcgun to belicvc il, m ust bc star tled at thc greatness and wonda. "Dt: .. r 

God, ho,v am 1 10 rise so h igh as to boast abou l bemg God's bnJe \fHh GoJ~ 

Son as n1y Bridcgroom? How do I, a poor. stinking maggot sack. arm.: ,u thu 

g reat h on o r ? lt ncvcr happencd cvcn 10 the angels in hca\cn, thJl t11~ ctcrn.11 

l\fajcs ty Jowercd Himself so vcry det."ply inro mr poor n~>h and blooJ ;mj "° 
very n 1uch united with rne that He wants tobe one bodr w11h ml'! Ye11.i.."Tl 

so cornpletely f ull fro1n foo t to head of fil1h, ulccrs, scal>s. leprosy, ~m. anJ 

s tench bcforc God! How, then, can 1 be caJlcd the bridc of lhc high, etem.il 

g.lorious 1\.fajcsty and one body with Him?" 

16. ßut lis ten caref uUy to what He wants lo ha\'c. He? sars ([phc)IJ.Il.); 

f:27]): "l \vant to prcpare and prcsent to ~l}'sclf a Bridl"'," ,,·ho" 10 be ~h 

Church, ", vhich is glorious," wi th the glory which I Mrsclf ha,,\ ";md docs 

not havc a wri n k.lc or a spot but ms holy and bl.1mclcss,n etc., just J~ J .1m. He h 

not ta lking about a bride whom He finds tobe pure, holr, bbmdl'~>. ,,11h,1w 

a ny spot, e tc. I-Jc couJd not havc sought such a onc on carth but w,,u!J h.i,·c 

h ad to ren1ain with His angcls. He has, however, re\'ealcJ H1m,di11, humJn 

bcings through His \Vord-obviously not for the SJ~e oith1s lile, ~ul ,il 

that He would bc praiscd th rough them ctcrnnlly. Thcrcfor1.•, He mu,1 hJ\C 

had somcthing greatcr in mind to <lo with them. The sr('.il m)~kn ,, th~, 

l lc docs no t as~u1nc thc natu r~ of angcls but WJnl!> to un1ll' H1mwlf htth 

huma11 nat ure. 
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.\ ) .... , ,:: r,1. 

. 1 ·r th,1n ,1 ,orrupt. fihh y, 1-hamc:h::!.-; 
~ 1 lHl11n~ <11 ll: • • • Loa, . 

11 , • f lt' 11111 ' 
11 "t . _ ,nc dhl<"l\ .,1 tu t,11d, lu:r Ll1rJ and C • 

1 ;. d" . lw t,.1, J1.:d> , - . rcator 
·J J ., ,r:-b11J.:. \\ l ' .1th .,nJ Cllfl-l' . N11\\', 11 1 k IS lo h.1,·c h . . 

J,:lllOl l Ir,; C:tl•rnJ \\ r 1 1 1 ( h l:rc a 
J 

'
. 11..-n unJcr i 1 1, .iho inu,t b.: pur1.• ,11\l io }' ot crwbc tl 

,n J Hl w ll'- - lCrc 
. J r .a \\)n~rq:.1t11 h H. n1u!;l fir:-t ..1nd lnrcm(l1'l l-how IJis lo b 
bn c: o - . twn:), l cn " . . 1 vc y 

IJ b.: ni.> un1011 1. • · to hl·r sin!o .rnJ uamnution, anJ thu-. cl 
1.(lu . . .1nJ ho tn1.-.!> <'ans. 

i-,m~ 111, rurit) 1 t·J thi~ (St. P.iul :.,1ys IEph. 5:25-26]) in this .irr 1 • , , h.:r. J C: 1. 1 • • \var: 
. , .1nJ i-Jni:lll~ ing J 

1
,ur,h,,st.·d herb}' ll1s bloo<l to sanctlfr he , 

111b . lf Ji.,r Jwr .in h h r •or 
1 k !!.1,c: I f11n~l- . ·k,,n,cJ nnd ,,·.1!-heJ her t roug a watcr bath 

. '\ r ·o, ..-r H1. l ' 1 l . \'·' <l <l • to Hini:-dl. ., Ll "- • d } ·eh is hc.uJ. Tnroug l l us vor an Baptism 1.1 
1 JJ~ a \\'llc ,,. ll • d 1 •(' 

\\ hi1..h I c..· J , . J. UriJc. prJi)C:S her, an wants 1e r to be rcgardcu 
' . . h ·r inlL1 Hi:. 1..ir ·1· E· . . l as rn.1r-1.!o c.. , rh and the dc\'l s power. , t:n m o rc, -1c wants h . • (iuJ~wr.\ •• _ . er 

rur..: lrl1111 ~m. 11• th. Jcar bc..•nutif ul, hol}', glonous Bnde of God's s 
. •..1rJ h<-'r:-<-' .is " • • . . . on . 

.u,0 ti.> r1.f • • • . hat ver)' great tlungs happen m a h1Jdcn and ~c . 
1 s 1 kre ni.> <.lllC ::,c.1.:s" . 1 r 1 . crct 
'· .. \\' n.l Baptism, and our fa1t 1 . Ncvert 1clcss. in this way it 

J\' t.hrouc.h I LI!> o • · 1· 1 I l 
"' . - h ~J that this tlock of poor s111 u peop e, w 10 wcrc unwonh , 
,,J:. J.:.:-i.>1npli~ c.. f t1 • - · t > 

J f .1.far becausc o 1e1r g rcat 1mpunty, t irough this bath 
111 ll•1.1k Jl Go rom 1 1 1 

. ., • nladc pure, beauti f ul, and 10 y. so l 1a t lhC)' arc ple.asino 
JnJ ,,~hlflg \\1.n.: • . . o 

J • H. J •ar Sons Bnde :ind as His dear Daughter. He uses and carries 
to G,ou JS I!> " • . • c. ·1 1 · 

1 tl .. purification beoun in thJs hie, untt s 1c 1s prcsentcJ lo Hirn out on 1cr u:. • o 
J bcautiful than thc brightncss and light of the sun. nwre purc an . . 

19. Thc:reforc, 3 Christian must also learn to believe th1s, so that in the 
futurc be doc..'s not look at himself according to his ftrs t birth from Adam, 
but ns he has been callcd to Christ and baptized upon Hin1, wcdded and 
unitt:J to Hirn together with aU believers, so that they cling to Hirn as to their 
ßriJegroom. Through tbis same "bath of rebirth a nd renewal of the Hol)' 
Spiri t~ [Ti tus 3:5) (if they are st ill unclcan ), H e always cleanses and adorns 
thco1 until the day when He will presenl His Church to Himself, not only 
\\ithout any spot or dirtioess but also wit.houl any wrinkle, very beautiful a.nd 
tolJlly ~plendid, like frcsh youth . 

.20. Therefore, you should not be frigh te ned, cven if you fcel completcly 
unwonhy :ind unclean, for when you look at these things, you forget and lose 
this consolation and trust in Christ. Rather, you must listen to the ,...,ords in 

,,hich He SJfS to rou: "Even though you arc full of s in, dcath, and damnaliön, 
}d you have herc !vty rightcousness and life, which I have applicd and given 

ro rou. lf rou are unclean and filthy, thcn you h ave herc the bath of ßaptism 
3nd ~Ir \\'ord, through which I wash you and pronounce you clean and will 
alwar~ clc.ansc rau forcvcr and ever, unti l you stand completcly beautiful aocl 
pure bcfore l\-lc and all crcaturcs. 

2
1. He teils us this not only throug h the Word, bul (so t.hat wc would 

not complain that \•,;c wcre lcft without admonilion and preaching) He also 

111111111 



c„ 1,rJ" 1 r I•·, \ ~-',1 .·:I,. , 
1 1 

prc,..:nl , II 10 u s In ,o 1n,111r \'Jn• 1us dJ1ly I llu.:.11 ~, ,.,n, ~nJ 1• ,tu, • 1 •J ., 
• l.a l• \,1,.,. ,u 

luve, cvcn uf 1hc linl Jrc.Jor JnJ. p .1~<.11111 hc:t~c: .. 11 LnJC' Md Lr,·'-. \· u„l~'-"Jt.l •t: 

:.t·c how b o lh hcarl, cl ing h 1 cach c,lha J11d li.1\ c 11,l ir /'J:' .. ,.J r•lll,Jtt- :n tl . .: 

uthcr. Thc britlc Joci. nol .11 .ill foar 1ha1 1hc br1t.ll«rn„n1 i. 1Jt , ,., .... J ·r ,. • .• ,~ p,n 

or h ;1n11 or Cal,I her J\"'.lY, fl Jth.:r, m.11 u f ~in,uc C1J1l l1J~,.,..- •hc h,,!j, r,, 1. rn 

.ind d ocs n o l doubt th at hc will 1akc ht·r 111 Im :mm, ,n -..11h hu •1 il,( lll,!,·. 

und givc 10 her wlutcvc:r h ~· hal, a~ h er own. In tim ~.imr \\J) 1 ..... ,Jirii.!J .' .,, 

rccognizc l li s hc,1r1 and nol imaginc l lirn lo l,~ an)thmg J,fft"rcr.t ll..!n \<.t 

hcar and sec both in J ris own \"'orJs. and ;u prtwntcd lu U\ 1n tJ,~A: p:tl!•n 

nnJ slgns. \Vc h:ivc nothing Jt all to complJin Jbuul, tHtpt raJr¾hn .:i,j 

our o ld A<lJn1 whlch p n:vcnr u~ from hJwing 1h1, bc.1utiful Jll} 

22. Yct shoulJ not a rn3n bccomc :.Jd and only IHlh Lhat Jc.t!i •,wulJ 

:,natch him awa)' bccau)c hc does nut know Jllm\df and t.tnn1111a•,te JnJ 

cnjoy hls greot 1rca!>urc. joy, nnd h3ppincss Js bc dwuld~ W<1u!d th"'t N•t 1,, 

ihc best fo r us-cxccp l that I h1s li(e w1th it'> tcmp1.ition~. cro),, ~nJ ,uib1ng 

mu:,l be thc school in which we con>tantly and dailr lc:arn morc: a;iJ rnr,·~ 1.1 

kno,,· thnt He is in us an<l wc arc in llim? Thtu 11·c 1surk .u ehe su~I ofbw-~ 

hold o f Hirn as J k has run aftcr and laic.l hold o( us "hm. 1\llh Hi~ 11,~.,1 

and blood, He caught and acquircd us. Yct ,,·c arc 100 Wt·ak. ,low, anJ Lu) t<> 

JcJp aftcr l lin1 in rhis Hfe. 
23. Sec, this is thc glorious ro)'al wcc.lding in lhis kingdom, llhich Ch.n.,t 

cJ.11s thc kingdom of hea,·cn and to which 1,·c come (both lho,r IJl\'Jtcd :.,J 

those uninvited, T cws and Gentiles) lhrough lhe Gospel resuundmg in all 

t he world. \Vc arc invmteJ .as with pjpcs .ind drums, ,,hrch arc (m Lhc 11ar 

Scripturc spcaks) thc voiccs of thl! bridcgroom anJ thc brid~. 1ha1 rs, a hn.hl 

voice or sou nd and clang whid1 is a sign of thc ,,eddmg JO), anJ thu Jo; u 

to bc announccd and callcd oul to cvcryonc. 

24 . Now, h owcver, lock furthcr at how this wcdJrng takcs place In 1hr 

world and, on Lhc o ther hand, a t how the world acts \\hen ll p.u1iap.::ts in 

this blcssed kingdom. \Vc have now heard ho\\· hard i1 i~ ewn fo1 Christiln~ 

bccausc of thcir own flcsh , cvcn though they aspire for th1s k1n3Jom of 

God and scek thcir consola1ion in Christ. Now, howewr, it is further sholl-:i 

how Lhc o thcr, opposite kingdom of thc de\·il figh ts in the ,,·orld as in fü 

empire (sincc Christ caJls him "thc p rincc ofthe worlJ" [John 11.31; IL'O], 

and SI. Paul in Ephesians 6 1: 12 I calls him ~the world's lorJ·) ag,mut GCIJ '~ 

kingdom an<l drivcs and hunt~ pcoplc, so that thC)' do not Jcrert or lbt,·n 10 

the chccrf ul, comforting words .aboul this ,1't!dding jo)' m Chn,1, but rat her 

delibcr.itely <lcspisc it ( evcn if ther arc cJ.llcJ .rnd su mmoneJ 10 i1) mJ t\t'n 

opposc it. 
25. This is suid cspc.:cinll )' about thc h•wish pcople, wbo an: thc fir.1 fll,''" 

invitcd, to whom God scnt r lis servants 1 ~!Jlt. 21:Jl-fi~t thc rJtnJr.:h)JnJ 
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1 1 .. -anJ s.c:nt neople to entrcal and i1Jmon-h J thc-n .11,,l t lt' .,ru,t \.:~ r \ . 1·h . 
rr"r r1,. ~n l f thcir hlc:~~eJnc~s anJ s.i vat10n. cy, 

h thc.-111 '"'1 "' nc-~k„t t 1e tune o 
d h the 

1
"'• t 

1 . ·, .,.,1,eJ thb hut e,·en ·went ahcaJ an<l pul to cat 
hn"~""·r, no ,,n ~ '- '-= , · 

. • \' t ·n 
. t· ,h ... c,,J ,,·ho ofkrcJ the1n llis gract.' , .lnJ <l,J not ,,ant to l) c 

!1-1."f' .ints u , 
. J ' , . l l • •n,l,ne ,neJ.kin,,. to tht.>m about th1s wt'J mg an) mor\.:. 

h.' , ,r lt.• "'' .1 1: .. • • a · ~ 
• · f \\ 

rh1.·,e .u-1.· not ürJin.uy pt'ople. but the best, w,~~st , anJ hohe!-\ o ~ , ,, ho h.1,·e 1.., Jt.·.ll \'II ith much hi~hcr anJ n1ore in1portant n,atters than \etttng tht:m-.c.·hc'i b~ pehuddt.·J \1.l con,c to this weJ"-\ing am.\ to bc b\.!ncfttcd and hdr1.·J into hc:.lven fn: c: of ch.irge. Tht'y thcm~d\'\!S kno,,, much heuer how to .i~c:omrh,h thi'!', thnJuf.h their own t·x.cd\enl \iycs, grand \\'orks, the l..iw's lwhn1.·~s . .inJ ,n1r'!',hip. T h o,;..: who rn,\k~ t'XCu~\!S and do not want to (<.lme .ir~ n1c:n11on'-.'.J furlh1.·r in thc.· Gosp d rc a"-\ing ubout the grea\ supper (Lu"-c.' 1-l \ : 16- ~-l l).' 
~6. S11niJ.1r h .l tht"~~ .1. r~ ..ibo ..ill who arl.! ca\\ed through the Gospel to f.uth .1nJ the knu " kJg~ uf Chri~t but ,,·h o J o n o t want to listen lo or accepl 1t. Thc.·~~ .i.rc .ih,,.iys th~ w o rlJ's g.reatest and b est crowd , and yet they want to h~ c .iJleJ GoJ 's r ~1..'fll! .in d th~ Chu r ch. T h ey a lso hav-e to attend to many mor~ importJ.nt thing'), ::-u ~h .is how t o n1aintain their very glorious estate anJ ,,·.i.y ot lift', ,, hkh th~y cill th e govt!rna nce a nd g lo ry o f the Church. They Jo not w.int to h ~.ir ur "-now anythin g ab out this l G o spel 1, which they regard as a.n inno,·.itio n .inJ .1 ch..ing~ of the p raisew o rthy, traditional ordinances, t:tc. The m.o re th~y an.! a.J mon i~hed. to obey the Gosp el , the \ess they want to h~.ir il .1nJ the n1ore bitterly they persecute it, as we always see before our eycs in the ,, o rhL 
'!.7 . \\'dl. this is how people shou ld hon or the Kin g and Lord of glory { l C or. 2:8 l at His w~d J.ing and thank Hin1 for His great grace and kind­ncss, to which He has called them and for ·which He would make them ,-.orthy, if they reg.udcd thcmsdves as w o rthy of eternal life, as St. Paul says {Acts 13:-161. H o\,·cvcr, Christ pro claims to them ahead of time what they woulJ gd o ut of th is. In fact , they experienced it for themselves and came to believe tlut llc was not speaking lies; rather, it was too true-the kingdid send out his a r n1y and did do away ,,:ith these murderers. lt has now been confirmeJ by 1,500 years of experience that this verdict must stand and that fin..illy wrath w ill come on the m and they will be destroyed. He Himself ~howcd that H t! nev~r regrctted this as H e then said to His servanls: "The v,·eJJing is read y, but the guests were not worthy;• etc. lMatt. 22:81. 28. This b a fright fu\ pattern and cxarnple, also fo r other despisers and pcr!,ccutors, o f tht' fi nal v,.- rath ,.,,.hich has bccn determincd for them andof thc punishme nt thro ugh which He will oncc a nd fo r all sett\e with thcm bccau~e thcy diJ n o t w ant to partakc of an<l cnjoy this wcdding. This has 

3 ~cc.> !'-Crmc1n for Sc\'.:tllhl ~llnJ-'y .llll'r1rin,ty on l.ukr 11\:16- 24 . 



l.;J 

., l rc.•Jdy h.ippt'nc:J lo Gn:ci..c! a~J Rum~ anJ \\11J al".K> fm„11> h.tr,)t"n tu ou, 

hlJ~phc:n1t.•r:, anJ pcr~'--'cutnr~ ( 1 f th\.' Lbt lJJf J114.•\ n,,1 c1,m'" fmlJ. 

29. Thc~c: ha vc 110\.\.' rcle1vcJ tlu:ir \'crJJCt, JU"t J, 1hc~· W.&nl~J 
11 

Nen .·rlhdc:~s. ~o 1h.1t C hnl, l woulJ h.1,c: rl·,,rlc: at 11 • ., l\t"dJin·• th,, .. _ . ,.., ...... ,,,nfll 

111u~l .,lways cont inuc wllh thcir prt>Jl.h1ng to im 1tc anJ , 411 "'h,Jml',·"rthe:v 

find , until l~1cy b r ing in c1~ou_gh thJl thc t ablc:~ arc full, nut oi thc grt-at. hul~. 

anJ pow~rtul (who were 1nv1ll.'J ftr~l but JuJ nnt wa11t to coml ), hui llfO;c: 

poor, thc c ripple~. a n<l thc lamc (a~ H e !.ap chc\\hde !t.ukt' Jt21Jl. lhc'-( 

are thc Gentiles, who nrc nol numbcrcJ among G"J·~ pt:~•plc ar.J \\h,1 h.a~e 

nothing o f whic h to boa~t; thcy can only rcjoicc that thl")' ma>· "''ffi'-' 10 l~h 

wcd<ling. 
I Jowcver, an1ong those who sat at thc table thcre was also a ,1Uo1m, ,,l,om 

Lhe ki ng h imself (when looking over the guc~b) quidJ> reLogntLl's and cun­

t.lcmns s incc h c was nol wearing wedding clotht> and camc not to ho;:ur 

the wedding, but to defamc the bric.Jegroom and the lord \,hu imited tun. 

These arc the ones who number themselves among Lhe lruc Chn~lian;,, ._.,ho 

Jisten to the Gospel, who are in the externaJ fellmnhip of lhe true Chur„h, 

who prctend before peo ple that they are well-pleased with the Go,rd. an~ 

yet they are not serio us about it. 

30. In this way Christ is pointing to Lhe group on eart.h which isc.i.lld 

the C hurch , namely, no t those who persecute God's \\'urd and ffu >crva:i~ 

of the Gospel. T hese have already been completely excluded ilnd srrarilteJ 

by His final verdic t; yes, they have expelled themseh·es br the1r pubLc and 

sclf-confcsscd act of not wanting to accept or tolerate this preai;fang t1f th~ 

Gospel. Accordingly, they s ho uld no t and cannot be regarded by Chr~wm 

as men1bers of the C hu rch because they do not ha\'e this teach ing anJ fa.11.h, 

but p ersecutc i t. Just as little can we rega rd Lhose who are openl~· heathcn. 

Turks. and Jcws to be the Church o r m embers of iL 

vVe must now a lso Jet this verdict fall on our persecutors anJ mo~kcrs 

of the Gospel, s uch as the pope with his crowd, and completc:ly ~t'PJIJte 

ourselves fro1n them as people who do not at all bdong to the Chur~ oi 

C h rist but who are cond emned by their own verdkt. They abo g1re lt'~t,­

m ony about th is , becau se they have rejec tcd us as people e.x..:ommuni,.th:J 

and c ut off by t he n1. 

Ralher, the C hurch on earth, whe n we- are Sf'l'Jking :ih<,ut 11s e~tt·rnJI rd­

lowship, is a gathe ring of those who he:ir, bdic\-t\ Jnd cnnrcs~ th~ true ICJ,h• 

ing ofthe Gospel about C hrist anJ l1Jve with thcm the Hül} Srm1, ,,h-0 ~n,­

tifks thcm and works in the m thrnugh \\'orJ anJ SJcr.1mcnt :'\l'h'rthdr\S, 

among thc m a rc somc who are falsc C hri~ti.rns anJ hyp,Kr ttc:-, ~H·n th,1ufh 

thcy hoh.J to thc s~un~ tcaching and havc.' fdhnr~hip in thl· S.Kr.imcnb anJ 

other ex tcrnal o ffices of the Churd1. 
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\ ' '" '1. 
1s4 I ·. 1• ~u, h pci,rk in tbcir g.1thc:rings ,\n 1 lll'I H) d,I l • l C,\fll 

-"· Ch11,11.111:, n 1 •11 i11m1 bdng.1mn11gthcm, norc,1n th , _1(11 
J. \lf rn:\'rllt t ll l • • cy ch1 

hu111J11h hin l r 11 ·ir ,•.1thaings. 1 hc)' (.mnnt cvcn rc::cl)I, . n. 
1 , 1 hl'lll 11111n 1l c- . . oll17.c ilf'IJ 

iu.lll' ,ir •L·1•.1rJ l ,t t,,kr,1tc thl'lll ;111J k t thcm n:main arnong ll , 
1 ·111..ill 1,111 niu . 1· lcn,-. ,L,11,k11111 t ll · . ,11- .,,mrs with 1 lts vcrt 1ct, so that th'-'}' l 

1 c;,,J I lllll'{ l )1.'con 
but ,,nlr u1111 

1 
. . ·il lifr or falsc bclic:f ;incl si:ctariani).111 ll 

1'-' J ,, r.11 tw t 1i;>1r t:\ • lJt lh 
,., i,knl ..111 ll: .' , St J'Jul i. ,1rs about thi!-: "Thcrc must bc f . ey 

· , , Chmt1..1n:,. ~ · nct1011 
Jn' 1wt gt:m111 

l iir' t·ic bccomc c,·i<ll'nt" ( 1 Corinthi:ins 11 l· l9J) s, 
tw ·m· ~c:n · and 

"> tl1.11 tlHhl'" 1• 1. tl 
0
,. ,,·ho Jrc not genuine. · 

1 , ,th 'r hanu, J :,O ' -l . 
l'" t ll l l , h~ • th . kin" himsdf comes 111 to look ovcr thc ''Uc 1 -i, Th.1I ,~. , rl t: c- • o s s Ul1d 

• -~ . ·ho docs not h:.we wcddmg clothcs. \.Vhcn hc has b 
iJl·nt1t11:s 1h1s m.i.n" . . . , , . J, , . •· • • • • ccn 

• d • ··rthel •ss 15 1mpcmknll) h.1rncncd and s1lcnt 111 his h 
1Jrntllll-J .111 ncH l • Yr oc. 

_ 1 , • h. to bc ticd hund an<ll loot an<l thrown out of the gatherin (, 
n,,·. hl!' oru~rs 1m . g .so 

· IJ <>t ,11J-O}' it) of thc wcdJing (whcre thcre was nothing• but 1. h 
thJI he cou n c • • 1& l 

) . th, ·'arkncss (whcrc thcrc 1s no consolat1on or happincss but 1 JllJ JOr tllll> 1; Yi .., • • • • Oll )' 
iiclTing JJlJ gn..1.~hing of tccth (~Lllt. 2_: 131!- Th1s 1s ~Jso d~nc rn the Church, 

h. ·h bl' -1)' th rows out of the congrcgat 10n such 11npe111tcnt peoplc c 
" 1, pu 1~ , on-
,,l·tcJ, Jild publidy dcclarcs them to bc rcjectcd from God's kingdom. 

33_ This is wh)' the Christians, who arc thc l ruc, dcar guests at this 
'":Jding, ;1)\\"J)"S havc thc consolation that thc othcrs who do not belang 
Llicn:-nJmcly, both pcrscculors and falsc brothers- will not havc thc bcnefit 
of it. Just .is thc persecutors rcvcal that thcr are not members of t he Church 
,, hen thc)' exclude and separate themsdves, so l lhc fo lse broLhcrs ), who for 
J tong time have bccn mixed in and falsely covercd wilh thc name and rcpu­
t.itioo of true Christians, will also fiinally bc revealed. St. Paul SU}'S: "Some 
people's sins are obvious, so lhat the}' can bc judged at lhe Start, but some 
becomc ob\ious afterward. Similarl)', somc good works are obvious beforc­
hand, and the otJ1ers also do not remain hidden:' etc. (l Timothy 5 l:24-251). 

3-1. From this we easily understand what it means that th is man was 
wi1hout wedding clothes, namely, that he was without the new finery with 
which wc plcase God, which is foith in Christ, and thus also without truc 
good works. He remains in the old ra.gs and tallcrs of his own Oesh1y opin­
ions, unbelief, and security, without repentance and the knowlcdge of his 
miscry. His hcart docs not takc comfort from the gracc of Christ, nor docs 
hc impro\'C his hfc; he sceks nothing more in thc Gospel than what t11c fl,csh 
Je5ircc;. Thc wedding clothes must be thc ncw light of thc hcart which pro· 

duces in thc heart knowlcJgc of thc grcat gracc of this ßridcgroom aocl ~f 
Hh \rcdding, so 1hat thc hcart clings to Christ complctcly an<l, stccpcd in 

1h15 

- 1 · . . . 1, . ,s ,,•tll 
wmo ar,on am} Joy, l1ves with dclight and lovc and docs what .tl tulO" 

plcJ,c I lim · 1 b ·d d , JU~ ac; a n c ocs for her bridcgroom. 



35. St. l'..iu l c~1lb th1!. upullmg c,n thc LorJ Ch11•,t· \GJUwn, 1 D DI, 
R o m ::111:. 13 l :f•l J) ; likcwhc: kl>dng do1hed su thJI w.: \'-lll llM be fr,unil 
n akcd " [ 2 Cor. 5:2-31). Thb d111:lly hJppcn!. thrnui;h f o!1\h. thruu,:.h ·,.!11, h 
thc h cn„rt i s rcncwccl and bccumc~ pure! and frum ,, h1,h thc fru:t~ "'III ~11\.f• 

v,•.in.J fo llow a n d bc manifc-.tcd (tf thc fJith 1s trud. On tlmo: utl11:r h-rtJ, 1( 
th crc is no fai th, thcn thcrc j„ ah.o no l lolr ~pirit nvr ,ud1 frUJt\ \\hh.h r1~.·,c 
God. \ Vl1oevcr dnc~ no t knnw Christ thrnugh fa11h ;inJ d••\'s nut h;t,i: Him 
in h is hcnrt w ill h a, c lit tlc reg.1rJ for God'i. \\'cinJ jnd \\ ul not tnlc-nJ w !,,, 
according lo it ; h c \•,iU rcmain proud, ,.1rrugan1. and ~tuhliorn and v.ill ).<:nc 

n ei thcr C hris t nor hii. neigh bor, ev<.'n though uul war<lly hc ma) d1,,c1t't~lc 

ain d J cccivc with h is fa ls c appcarancc. 
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