
1 
1 

l 
t 

~ 

' 
nt ii Li Li i 2 i: i i III I i 111 II i ! ii LI t 5 i 12! L. ! t i i. t hi 

ie,n'f'ICLIZih••···.···•·:• I,,._ .....,,.... ........ ~~~~ ' , 

•\ 

-, ..... ""1.ts::.:::z:.::.z:.;::_::,:. • ' 
, 1,i!ii!JJ!iJZil!Ji.i!J,it.:.: liiJIJJffi·~ 

,. ,. . 

. .... 

' . , 1 

GOSPEL FOR THE ELEVENTH 
.: .... ?..~~:Q{\X: .. ~fTER TRINITY 

... • ............................................................. ,, ........................ : ............ ; .... ' 

• ~uke 18:9-14' 

He also told this parable to some who trusted in them l • th. h , 
• se ves at t ey were 

righteous, and treated others with contemnt• "Two men • t . ·· 
• . • r • wen up into the 

te"!ple to pray, one a P_harisee a:nd the other a tax collector. Th pL . 

• d • b h • lf, d h , e narisee, 
stan ,ng '.Y. imse , praye t us: God, 1 thankyou that J am not l'k th . . . , eo er 
me_n, extort,oner!, ~~Just, adulterers, or, even like this tax collector. 1 fast 
twice a week; 1 give !'thes o[ all that 1 get. But the tax collector, standingfar 
~ff, wou~d not even llft__ up h~s eyes to hea~en, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, 
b~ merciful to me, a sinn~r! 1 teil you, this man went down to his house justi-
fied, rather than the other. For eyeryone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
but the one who h11-mbJes himself will be exalted." . . , 

• • !.. 1 ... 

t ~ • • : 1 \ ., , 

1. This Gospel reading introduces us'to two ~pecial persons, or two kinds 
. ' 

of people from the group of those called God's people, who want to be God,s 
servants, come before Hirn, and seek righteöusness. lt also depicts the two 
kinds of righteousness which are found on earth. The first appears to be 
great before all the world and in 'the eyes of people, and yet 'before God it is 
nothing and, besides, is condemned. The second is unrecognized by people, 
and yet before God it is called "righteousness„ and pleases Hirn. The first 

belongs to the fine~ arrogan~ saint, the Pharisee. The second belongs to the 
poor, humble, distressed sinner, the tax collector. , 

2. We also hear two amazing, unusual verdicts, completely contrary to 
human wisdom and the opinions of reason, even frightening to all t~e world: 
the great safnts are condemned as unrighteous, and the p~or sin~ers a~e 
accepted and pronounced righteous and h~ly. However, He is speaking about 
those saints ( as t4e text itself shows) who think they can find in themselves 
and in their own lives and works a righteousness to which God mu5t pay 
attention; and, in turn, about those. sinners who from their hearts desire to 

~e. freed from their sins and sigh for (orgivene~s and God's grace. He is ~ot 
~peaking here abo.Üt the other great • crowd in the world, who. are no_t h~e 
either this tax collector or th~ Pharisee, who pay no attenti0.0 . at all ~o s~n 
or to grace, but who go away securely and carelessly, not caring about God, 

heaven, or hell. ' 
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.,_ vve nave previously in oth G ······•·:::.~ .. ~ ......... . 
what these two kinds of perso er hospel readings• h •• .. ····:• .............. .... 

ns-t e Ph . eard · ~ 
meant among the Jews, namely; th h arisees and th enough 

11 h , at t e nam "p e taJC ab0 exce ent, onorable, righteous p 1 e harisee,, . . couect 
h I eop e, who With Indic ora 

t emse ves to serving God and k . all seriou ates the 
before his conversion he was on efeph1ng the Law. St. Pa:Iness ha\'e d,.,~ 

eo t em (PhT even b -yu 

4. On the other band, the nam "t 11PPians 3 [:S]) 0asts th11, li . . e ax collecto ,, . • "" 
m_ an VIng m open sins and vices who d r indicated :ans. • 

h d d h. , serve neith G -",ong th wo evote imselfonlytorobb· fl . er odnorth. ein, 
Th h d d ing, eec1ng and h e Wor}d, 

ey a to o this in the offices they rent d f , ar:rning his . lnd 
f if h e rom the R ne1ghb 

o money, t ey wanted to take advantage of it. In o:rnans for great or, 
were regarded as nothing better than openly unb 

1 
_su~:rnary, these p~ 

(even if by birth they were Jews). Christ mak . e iev1ng, godless he thple 
H " f h es Just that • . a e 

e says, I e does not listen to the Church re d h. comparison \Vll 
tax collector" (Matthew 18 [:17]). ' gar i:rn as_ aheatlte~and 

5. Now, it is certainly strange that Christ sho ld • • ·· 
u puttwo h 

together, who are completely dissimilar and very f; fj suc perso 
still more strange, even offensive, that He pronouncaer romheach 0 ther. lf 

s suc an odd Vi di 
thoroughly condemning the Pharisee and pronouncing th t II er; e ax eo ector • 
teous. Nevertheless, He speaks plainly about both in such.a • wayastosho 
that He does not reject or want to have rejected the works about which 
Pharisee boasts here. He wants to describe and depict him as a fine saint,. . 
works that are not to be reproached or rebuked, but tobe praised as good. o 
the other hand, He cannot praise or extol the tax collector's life and wo 
f or he himself must conf ess before God that he is condemned as a sinner an 
can mention no good works. Nevertheless, Christ investigates, tests, m,id tö 
both, so that He finds nothing good in the holy Pharisee ( even though he 
many excelJent works), not because of the works, wh.ich ~n them~el~es. 
not wrong, but because the person is not good, but rather lS füll 0 ~ imr h 
On the other hand, He finds now in the tax collector, who previ~us Y ~.,.1' 

• h f ·ts even tho~ 
been a public condemned sinner, a truly good tree w1t ru1 , . • letus 

, f h Ph • ee For that reason, 
he does not shine with the great works o t e ans • • 

look at both persons a little. h • Pharisee as Christ 
6. First, you must properly praise and ado~n t : ut a man whocfareS 

Himself depicts him with his fine life. You are hear:~ a ;his cannot be~ 

to step before God and boast about his life tfo:~ ) ~:diis way, he appeals J 
boasting but is meant in all seriousness an trHu ~ants to demonstr~t~cted 

, . lf h • wn witness. e . 1·6 is dife himself and calls h1mse as ts o that bis enure t e •• 
d • the account 

he ,.vorships correctly an to give . • 

to\vard obeying Hirn. • 
. ························................... . . L ke 15:I-10, 

1 See sermon for Third Sunday after Tnmty on u 
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He begins with the highest and First Commandment and shows that he 
worships the one, true God and, above all things, strives after His kingdom 
and seeks His will. He confesses that he has everything he is and by which 
he lives from God, ascribes this to Hirn, and thanks Hirn for all He has given 
him, but especially for this distinct grace and kindness: that He preserves him 
from sin and shame so that he is not like the public sinners and tax collectors 
[Luke 18:11]. He prays that God will keep him in this and, further, give him 
His blessing and goodness. You see nothing here but fine works of the First 
Table and of all three commandments [Exod. 20:3-11]; he also observes the 
Sabbath, because he goes into the temple, where he wants to converse alone 
with God and pray, etc. 

7. Then he proceeds to the Second Table [Exod. 20:12-17] and clears his 
conscience before God and the world, ·saying he is not unjust, a robber, an 
adulterer, etc., like the great crowd of other people. Thus the other five com­
mandments are all combined, so that he is a man who can boast before all 
the world that he has wronged, violated, or pained no one, nor burdened or 
insulted anyone against the Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Comrnandments 
[Exod. 20:13-16]-and then anyone may challenge him ifhe can accuse him 
of something eise. • 

Besides, he has also kept the Sixth Commandment, not committing 
adultery or living unchastely [Exod 20:14]. Yes, he has even dis~iplined and 
kept a tight rein on his body by fasting twice every week [Luke 18:12]. This 
was not a false fasting (as that of our priests and monks mostly is), but a true 
fasting, as the Jews observed it from morning until evening when the sun 
had set. 

Likewise, beyond not being unjust or a robber of his neighbor's goods 
or honor, he also gives a tenth of all he has honestly and honorably earned 
Thus he obeys God by giving to maintain the worship and the priestly office 
from all God had given him, and saves or holds back nothing [Lev. 27:30). 

8. In summary, here you see all the Commandrnents together, and the 
paragon of an excellent, righteous, and (as it appears to the world) God­
fearing, holy man, tobe praised as a mirror and example for the whole world 
They could surely wish-and it would be well so to wish, and it would be 
excellent for the world-to have many such people. 

9. If you now compare the other one, the tax collector, then you will find 
nothing at all that comes dose to the holy Pharisee. Even the name points 
out that there cannot be much virtue or honor in such a man, and no one 
can think that he cares much about God or His Commandments. He not 
only gives nothing of his own to serve God, but instead he publicly robs 
and steals from bis neighbor. In short, he is a man who publidy sets a [bad] 
example with his sinful life. The Pharisee even points him out as completely 
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wicked, a man w o . . . good is t 
d [Luke 18:11]. . o 

be hope h does such an absurd thmg happen, that the Ph 
. 10 Now, ow ll • d . arise ,. • • God and the tax co ector 1s pronounce nghteous? W· e 11 

condemned by . t adict and p'ass sentence against His Law? Ace .ill lie 
Himself now con r . d . . h . ord1ng 

h lives according to 1t an 1s ng teous Justly benefit to 
the LaWi he w o 1· l 1· • • . . s frorn i . ' ~ d t those who pub 1c y 1ve 1n sm aga1nst 1t. Or has G t 
and is pre,erre o h h d od n ho takes pleasure in t ose w o o no good works b O\V 
become a man w d • ? S Ut a 

th than robbers adulterers, an unJust. urely not hut th re 
nothing o er , . d d b , ere i 

hi h tribunal here than 1s un erstoo y the world or hl s a different, g er 0od and 
Th. t 'bunal looks deeper into both hearts and finds in the Ph . 

flesh. 1s n h' th arisee . k dness which destroys everyt 1ng at otherwise could b a 
great wie e " h . th e Called 

d h·ch the·evangelist calls those w o trust 1n emselves and d . . goo , w 1 espise 
others" [Luke 18:9]. • . . 

. l l. This is what is at fault in this excellent man; this is the villain h •. 
1 • h' d h d , w O 1S great in the world. Oh, that he was a one m ~ 1s an a n~t .left so many chij_ 

dren and heirs behind! The wh~le w~rl~ at 1~s b~st, when 1t ~~ or has anftbin • 
good, is completely drowned m th1s vice; 1t will not and cannot escape. ~ . 
people know of anything good in themselves, they_ must become overbe . 
and despise others who do not have it. That is, they exalt themselves a:g 
God and neighbor, and precisely in imagining that they are keeping Go;~ 
Commandments, they are transgressing them. St. Paul himself says abou: 
his Jews that precisely in striving for the Law of righteousness, they did not 
attain righteousness (Romans 9 [:31]). 

What strange ways these are! Those who diligently hold to the Law and 
have so much worship are not those who keep the Law, as he also says, "Those 
who let themselves be circumcised do not keep the Law;' etc. ( Galatians 1· • 
[6:13]). Surelythese are peculiar saints who, precisely in acting acc<;>rdingto 
the Law, do not keep it but transgress it. Who, then, are those who keep iH : 

12. This is the nature of this Pharisee and those like him, with his fine dis­
cipline and honor, which is truly an excellent, glorious, fine gift, which must 
be praised and exalted in the world above all things on earth as the highest 
gift of God, much more beautiful than all beauty and finery, gold and silver, 
even sun and light. On this person (I say) the verdict is pronounced here 
that before God he is worse than any robber, murderer, adulterer, etc. Where 
will we get with this teaching among the great crowd of the world, whom we 
ourselves condemn because of their public contempt for God and all malice 
against God and people, which also cries out to heaven [ Gen. 4: 101 and has 
spread so much that the earth almost cannot endure it [Rom. 8:19-22]? 

l3. Weil, as I have said before, the Pharisee should not be faulted and 
' 0ndemned for doing the works of the Law. Otherwise we would have to 
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condemn God's gifts and His own Law and pralse the opposlte. However, 

1 
say that here the person is placed before God's judgment, and thlngs are 

found differently than the world judges, slnce, even though he hu som~ tlne, 
praiseworthy gifts, nevertheless a great blemlsh sticks to hlm: he masuses 
these gifts and perishes before God by doing so. 
; Here he is accused of sinning against God and people together and 
ag;inst the commandments of both tables. In the First Commandment 
[Exod. 20:3), arrogance especially and most highly 1s forbidden, that a person 
should not rely on himself or his gifts or be pleased with himself. That is what 
this work-saint does: he brags about and delights in the gifts he has received 
fro~ God, makes an idol out of them, and worships himself, as if he were the 
excellent, holy man whom God has to respect and exalt. 

14. lt is, after all, the highest sin and vice, by which he runs directly 
ag~nst Go~, altogether blind and hardened, like an unbelieving heathen or 
Turk.who knows nothing about God. He has no repentance; because ofhis 
great holiness, he w~ts to know nothing about sin; he fears no wrath of God; 
he presumes to overcome God's ~ath through his own works. He does not at 
all see that he and all people, even the true saints with all their righteousness 
and life, cannot stand before God büt are owed His wrath and damnation. 
David himself,testifies: "Lord, _if You impute sin, who can stand?" (Psalm 
130 [:3]). "Do not enter into judgment with Your servant, for no one living 
is righteous before You" (Psalm 145 (143:2)). This is why [the Pharisee] does 
not seek grace or the forgiveness of sins and does not imagine that he needs it 

15. Now, because he runs so_atrociously against the first and highest 
commandment with shameful and abominable idolatry, arrogance, and 
boasting about his own holiness; because here there is neither fear of God 
nor trust nor love, but he seeks only his own honor and reputation-it is 
certainly to öe expected that he will not honestly and from the heart keep 
any of the other commandments. Everything he pretends in his praying and 
worship is false and lies; yes, he even highly misuses and reviles God's name 
to embellish his lies. By doing so, he only provokes God's wrath and severe 
condemnation against himself, as God said that He will not leave unpunished 
whoever takes His name ·in vain [Exod. 20:7]. 

What eise is it than slandering and mocking the high Majesty when he 
prays and says: "I thank You, God, that I am so holy and righteous, that I do 
not at all need Your grace, but I find that I myself have kept the Law. You can 
find fault with nothing in me, but I have deserved so much that You must 
repay and reward me again for it temporally and eternally-provided that 
You want to retain the honor of being a real, true God; etc. 

• 16. See how he tramples on and rages against his neighbor in the same 
way in the Second Table! There is not even a trace of Christian love or 
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thfuln h . g that he seeks and wishes his neighbor,s honor and h 
fai ess s owm ap-
. R th he simply goes ahead and completely tramples him under~o 

pmess. a er, . ot 
with his shameful contempt; he does not even regard h1m as a human being. 
Yes, when he should help and rescue his neighbor, so that no wrong or injus. 
tice is done to him, he himself wrongs him mos~. When he sees and knows 
that his neighbor sins against God, he does not thmk how he can convert and 
rescue him from God's wrath and damnation s_o tha~ h~ may improve. He has 
no pity or sympathy in his heart about ~ p~or smner ~ d1stress and misery, but 
thinks that it serves him right to remam m damnation and destruction. He 
deprives him of all the duty oflove and_service he ~w~s him, which God has 
commanded him, especially with teachmg, admomsh1ng, rebuking, correct­

ing, etc., to bring his neighbor out of sin and damnat~on i~to God's king?om. 
Yes, the worst is that he is happy and cheerful that h1s ne1ghbor is in sin and 
under God,s wrath. From this you can see what kind of desire and love he has 
for God,s Commandments and how hostile he is to vice. 

17. How can such a person-who can still rejoice, even take deÜght and 
sincere pleasure, in the sin and disobedience of the whole world against God­
be of use in God's kingdom? He would be sorry if anyone were good from the 
heart and kept God's Commandments. Even if he could in ~e least, he ~ould 
be unwilling to help him do this or to prevent his neighboes misfortune and 
damnation! What good would you seek or hope for from a person who is so 
thoroughly wicked that he cannot concede salvation to his neighbor? 

The heathen themselves can speak of no greater wickedness nor portray 
a worse man than one who is so disagreeable and envious that he has joy and 
delight and rejoices only when things go badly for bis neighbor. Some are so 
wicked that they themselves willingly suffer harm, if only another has greater 
misfortune. Such devilish, hellish wickedness cannot be as great in anyone 
as in such false saints who want alone to have the honor before God and the 
world, and therefore to be so pure and holy that all others stink and a~e füthy. 

18 .. If in bodily matters you heard somewhere about a physician who 
wanted to be called a good, honorable man and who came to a mortally sick 
person and, instead of aiding and helping him to overcome bis sickness, did 
nothing eise than to laugh at and ridicule the poor man-who would regard 
such a one as anything other than the most damnable villain the earth can 
bear, since he not only withdraws his help from the miserable person in bis 
greatest need but also delights and satisfies bis spitefulness in bis misfortune? 
How much greater is the malice of such a hypocritical saint who sees that 
his neighbor,s soul is in danger and distress of eternal damnation, when he 
is obliged to risk his body and life to help him out of it, and not only does 
not do this-even if he could rescue him with a word or a sigh-but instead 
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reproaches him for it, takes joy in it, and as much as he can would gladly stick 
him still deeper into damnation! 

19. What would such a one do or wish for the person who is hostile to 
him or has pained him, whom he nevertheless is obliged to love and help as 
far as he wants good tobe done to himself [cf. Matt. 7:12)? How he would 
hurst forth _with anger, cursing, and striking, since he regards even man­
slaughter as no sin but holiness, especially on the person who does not want 

to regard him as righteous and holyl This is what the righteous fratricide 
Cain did to his brother [ Gen. 4:8] and what his children still always do. Christ 

Himself says about them: "The time is coming when whoever kills you will 
think_that he is doing God a service" [John 16:2). 

20. J1;1st as little will you find such a person keeping one of the other 

commandments from ~is heart, for he would just as little prevent his neigh­

bor's wife and child from being ravished as help preserve their honor. Yes, if 

it were to happen, he would be glad and laugh behind their backs; or, if he 

bad the opportunity, he would do it himself or help to do it. When he does 

publicly avoid this or that evil work, of course he does not do this out oflove 

for virtue or in obedience to God. If he does not leave the need and misery 

of his neighbor's soul unharmed, how should he leave unharmed his or bis 

family's honor? Much less would he pity or contemplate preventing harm to 

his neighbor's property, so that his things are not robbed, stolen, or other­

wise destroyed, but much more rejoice o:ver it and say, "lt served him right" 

I will say nothing about the fact that he should help him in his poverty with 

his own property or give to him free of charge. Thus he certainly would not 

prevent it if he heard his neighbor's good name lied about and slandered, nor 

use his own honor to cover up and adorn bis neighbor's dishonor, but rather 

will be happy and himself help to lie about him and cut him to the quick, as 
such saints especially love to do. This man lies to God about the poor tax 

collector and other people, whom he cannot truthfully accuse. 

21. Look at what a disgraceful, horrible devil is stuck in such a fine 

saint, who can cover himself with the pretense of a few little works which he 

does before the people! Look at what he does with bis worship, thanks, and 

prayers, by which he impudently, defiantly, and openly slanders and insults 

the high Majesty! He dares to boast before God of such disgraceful vices and 

to brag that He must regard him to be an excellent saint, to whom He must 

give heaven and everything for which he dares to ask-out of debt and duty. Or, 

if he knew that He would not do it and would accept the poor tax collector 

more than him, then he would break out with such wrath and hatred, even 

against God, that he would dare publicly to twist the words in His mouth and 
say that He is not God but the devil from hell. If he could, he would gladly 

push Hirn off His throne and take His place. He wants what he does to be 
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""·- . ed. ood 
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that no one can rebuke him for this. Neverth 
1 

·················~ 
0ns1de~ g h d e ess c all other blasphemers e eserves that God would h· , llluch 
0~than t 1s i 

JJ1 arth swallow him alive [Num. 16:31-33]. nstant 
bavethee 

H e v:ou can see what a man who acts out of his own f 22. er , . . ree Will 
0 

f h·s nature is and does. Chnst sets forth th1s Pharisee a th r by means O 1 • . • s e high 
1 f what a person can do out of h1s own powers accordin t est examp eo . . . d . g o the l , 

All 
• 1 b'IV nature begmmng with A am, are certa1nly no hett aw. peop e , ' er and d 
t these same vices when they try to be holy before God and b • ern. onstra e . . etter th 

. th eople. This is nothing eise but boldly desp1smg God and all an o er P . people and 
being delighted and rejoicing when people s1n against God. They are tWi, . 

b d even many times as bad, as the tax collector and public 
8

• ce as a , , 1nners like 
him because they not only do not keep God s Commandments b t al 

, nl d u so do 
Ot want them kept by anyone. They n~t o y o not help anyone O d n . . . r o good. 

themselves but also are happy at the1r destructton and damnation 0 • n top of 
all this, they themselves still preen and try to be exceedingly holy, as With a. 
condemned conscience they dare to slander and tell lies before the M, . 

. , ~~fy 
that they are not like other people but have kept God s Commandments-at 
which heaven could crack. 
• 23. Now, on the other hand, look at this tax collector, who also comes 

into the temple to pray, but with much different thoughts and a different 
prayer than the Pharisee. First of all, he has the advantage that he must 
acknowledge himself to be a sinner; he is convicted and condemned by his 
own conscience, so that he can neither boast nor flaunt anything before G~d 
or the world, but must be ashamed of himself. Thus the Law has affe~ted his 
heart so that he feels his misery and need, is frightened and alarmed at Go

1

d's . 
jud~ent and wrath, and sighs from his heart to be freed from it, but fmds 
no remedy anywhere, and can bring before God nothing other than sin and 
shame. He is so burdened and oppressed with this that he does not dare to lift 
up his eyes. He understands and feels that he has earned nothing other than 
hell and eternal death and must condemn himself before God; as a sign and 
confession of this before God, he beat his breast [Luke 18:13]. 

In su.mmary, there is truly nothing eise here than sin and damnation­
just as great before God as that of the Pharisee, except that the Pharisee does 
not recognize his own filth but still tries to make purity out of it. The tax 
collector, however, so feels his sins that he cannot hold his ground again5t 

lhem; he must confess that he daily angers God with his shameful ingrati· 
tude, contempt, and disobedience toward all the benefit and goodness of 
allo • h' • h • ms elf or wing un to hve to this hour. That is why he cannot rely on 1 
take mfi • . . lt ·fhe does eo ort m h1s works, but must completely despair of bimse ' 1 

not find grace and mercy with God. 
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. 24. Thus he cannot despise anyone or exalt himself above anyone, for he 

only feels deeply condemned and regards all others as more blessed and righ­

teous, especially this Pharisee, who nevertheless is füll of filth before God. 

In summary, you see here already the beginning of true repentance in such 

a person who has sincere remorse and sorrow over his sins and the serious 

desire to be freed from them; he seeks grace and mercy from God and also 

from the heart intends to improve his life. 

25. But Iook at how the tax collector's words and prayer sound when he 

says, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" [Luke 18:13]. Where did he learn 

to speak this way to God, or how does he dare to use, arrange, and put forth 

such words? This does not make sense according to reason and human judg­

ment, and no one can obtain such a prayer out of his own heart and thoughts, 

even as short as it is. The Pharisee's words-"I thank You, God, that I am 

not like other people,· unjust," etc. [Luke 18:1 lJ-are what a righteous man 

certainly can and should say. 

No one must be such a liar that, if he is not conscious of anything, he 

would fa~t himself for being a robber, adulterer, etc., but he must speak the 

truth and not let the reputation of a good conscience be taken away from 

him. Whoever truthfully can say this·must be a righteous man. In turn, a 

villain could certainly speak the words "God, be rnerciful to me, a sinner,• 

since they are spoken rnore by villains than by truly repentant, righteous 

people: Who eise would speak those ~ords but a sinful, condemned person? 

The verdict here is reversed and seems to be false ori both sides, no matter 

how you twist and turn it. . 

26. However, it is fundamentally the kind of speech and example which 

belongs in the schools and theology of Christians (whom the world calls 

"heretical"). As I have said, neither reason nor any man-no matter how 

high, wise, and learned he is-can make sense of what the tax collector makes 

sense ofhere when he combines such contraryword~ in bis prayer and con~ 

cludes: "God, be rnerciful to me, a sinner." Yes, this is indeed the highest skill; 

it is completely outside of and above and beyond human understanding. 

27. Words have never sounded this way since God in the beginning let 

Himself be heard and spoke with people. Scripture says that, in Paradise, 

God spoke to the man: "In the hour in which you eat from the forbidden 

tree;' that is, the hour in which you sin against My commandment, "you 

must die the death" [Gen. 2:17]. On Mount Sinai, when God gave the Law, 

the words sounded this way: "I, the Lord your God, am very jealous," that is, 

an angry God, "who punishes the sins of the fathers on the children to the 

third and fourth generation" [Exod. 20:5]. In short, let it be known that sin is 

condemned, and God's wrath and punishment are spoken against it. 
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Th1s oes e act th ·nful condemned person dares to come before God and at such a s1 , ,, . . d pray: "B 
iful t me a sinner. The pair-sm an grace-are against each e merc O , b 1 h th . . other 

d water Grace does not e ong w ere ere 1s sm but ,.. th , like fire an • . , YY ra and . h t belong there. How, then, does th1s man have the skilI th pums men . at he 
b . the two together and umte them, and dares to desire and su can nng . . 1 d h th kn . mmon c. his sm·? There 1s more mvo ve ere an owmg the La,.. d grace 1or • . . . YY an the Ten Commandments, which the Pha~1see also knew. Th1s 1s a different skiU, 

about which the Pharisee knew nothmg at all, and all people of themselves 
know nothing. 

28. This is the prea_ching of the dear Gospel of God's ~race and mercy in 
Christ, which is procl~ed and offered to condemned smners without any 
merit of their own. For hun to step before God and make such a prayer, this 
tax collector must have heard this message, and the Holy Spirit must have 
touched and moved his heart with it ( since he perceived his sins through the 
Law). He certainly believes and holds what he has heard from God's Word 
that God wants to forgive sins and be merciful to poor sinners, that is, t~ 
turn ·His wrath and eternal death away from them for the sake of the prom­
ised Messiah, His Son. This faith has fastened and linked together these two 
contrary parts in this prayer. • • 

29. Now, this preaching of the Gospel is certainly heard by many, and it 
appears tobe an easy skill to speak it, but it is not as common as people think, 
so that everyone could do it. No one better understands how difficult it. is 
than the few who are taught and deal with it, so that they also can believe and 
pray like the tax collector. This is because the righteous villain and hypocrite, 
the Pharisee, is still stuck in us, and he hinders and prevents us from bringing 
[ sin and grace] together. 

30. Yes, this must not be true in the external, worldly way of life and 
its righteousness, for there we must say and teach nothing eise than that 
grace is not for the sinner, but only wrath and punishment, etc. Otherwise 
no one could live on earth, and God could not uphold His majesty, if He did 
not maintain that sin is punished and good works rewarded. Soon every­
one would say, "Let us sin boldly, so that we will have all the more grace" 
[Rom. 6:1]. Thus things are reversed herein His spiritual kingdom, so that 
whoever is a villain obtains grace and is pronounced just, and whoever is 
called righteous is a villain and is condemned. 
. 31• However, in this matter things are so: God's tribunal and the world's 
Judgment are two very different things, separated as far from each other as 
heaven and earth. Before the world this must be true: "If you are righteous, 
you should have the benefit from that; if you are a thief, then people will bang 
you on th n 'f d" God e ga ows; 1 you murder, then they will strike off your hea • 



............................................................. Gospel f(J'f _tht _Eleventh _Sunday a/tn _Triniry ...................... -....... ~ .... _ ........ 881_ 

Himself must maintain this governance; otherwise there would be no peace 
left on the earth. However, in His own governance where He alone is the Lord 
and Judge without any midcllemen, then it happens that He is merciful only 
to poor sinners. There nothing except sin is found, and before Him no one 
is innocent, as Scripture says [Exod. 34:7; Rom. 3:10-20]. 

32. Nevertheless, it is also true that sinners are not all alike, so that 
we must here again distinguish and separate those who belang before His 
tribunal and those who belong to grace. There are some coarse and inso­
lent ·sinners-robbers, murderers, thieves, villains, fornicators-who are so 
bad they are drowned in sin, who always continue and never think or care 
about having a merciful God; they go on without a care, as if they were in 
no <langer. St. Paul preaches to them in this way: "Do not be deceived: for­
nicators, adulterers, idolaters, thieves, misers, robbers, etc., will not possess 
God's kingdom" (1 Corinthians 6 [:9-10]). Christ says, "I teil you, if you do 
not repent, you must all be lost" (Luke 13 [:3]). These are not like this tax 
collector, because they go off heeclless, without repentance; they do not yet 
belong under God's governance, but in the first governance of the world. 

33. Accordingly, there are· also other villains who try to imitate this tax 
collector, who also pray the Our Father; they have heard the words that God 
wants to be merciful to poor sinners and have learned to repeat these words. 
They also can beat their breasts and with words and gestures pretend to 
be so humble and penitent that people would swear-yes, they themselves 
swear-that they are just like this tax collector, and yet it is false and decep­
tive. They are no better than the Pharisee, and God is as merciful to them as 
to the Pharisee. Since they do not sense His wrath, He does not strike among 
them with His rod to punish them, but lets them remain evildoers. 

These are called "false Christians" or "sectarians" and "false brothers." 
There is a large crowd of them in our fellowship, who can speak the words, 
highly praise the Gospel and God's grace, and acknowledge that they are poor 
sinners. But when it comes down to it and they are attacked and rebuked, 
they will not listen to it or tolerate it. They begin to be angry; they say that 
people are speaking against their honor and burdening their conscience. If 
they can do no more, they use all kinds of evil tricks against the Gospel. 

34. They can pretend in words and appearance to be this tax collector, 
but really they are this scoundrel, this hypocrite. They speak and act the way 
they do only so that people must regard them as righteous, and so that no 
one dares to call them anything eise. That lasts only until God assaults them 

, a little through the devil, the world, or through His Word; then they are so 
tender that they cannot tolerate anything, but cry out about violence and 
injustice, etc. In summary, though before they were poor sinners, they now 
are genuine saints and so proud that no one can get along with their holiness. 
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__ ... ----···-- ld ·s now everywhere full of such people espec· ll ........... .. 

. 35, Tbe worfulr ~oblemen and sophists. Yes, both town~peop/a Y of the 
dp- e~p 

great an iearned from our Gospel and want to accept and take comfort eas .. _ . 

ants have G d is merciful to sinners; yet they do not want to b bfrotn 
th fact that o h e re uk d 

e . d das sinners by anyone. Nevert eless, they insist th e 
and repnman e h G d' "'r at God' 

d cannot be silent about sin; but w en o s ~vor~ rebukes sin, the ~ s 

Wo~ li d ·as referring to others. They also say, Just like this Pharisee: ccl ant 
thatapp e I • b • ki • clJll 

. th thers and whoever says am 1s not eing nd to me." If 
not like e O , h anyone 

uld beain to list what they have done wrong, t ey allege that he ist~ llPL 

sho o-- d . · • t· I ~g 
. th ovemment an inc1tmg an 1nsurrec 10n, etc. n summanr 

against e g . h . - 1, We are 
d to preach only what they like to ear; otherw1se it is no lo 

suppose ,, . nger to 

b all d "preaching the Gospel. Such people are hke all false hypo .. 
e c e . , cr1t1ca) 

• saints who can certainly say that they are poor s1nn~rs, but who do not Want. 

anyone to think that it is tru~; they can~ot tolerate 1t when others say it. _ , 

36_ Weil, both these fact10ns on the1r own can all too easily make se 
« • ,, d "G d • 'ful , nse 

of these two points: I am a smner an o 1s merc1 to me." However 

in addition there is the third faction, who rightly should and gladly wouid 

say this, for whom it is very difficult to say these two things at the same time 

from the heart and to combine such a confession and absolution. They have 

in themselves two strong obstacles against this. On the one side, as I have 

said, there is still too much in us of the old villain, the Pharisee, namely, that 

we want to be righteous and just bef ore God and better than others. -This. . 

would soothe the heart and be the sweetest joy, if they could bring it about 

We all would gladly aim at having God look at and be pleased with what we 

have done. We would gladly put our thanks into words and confess that it 

was His divine gift to us. But the door is barred and the way is blocked, just 

as the angel with the fiery sword was placed before Paradise [Gen. 3:24], so • 

that no one may come and boast bef ore God. , 1 • 

37. On the other side again, the tax collector must come before God • . 

with nothing but sin and shame, stripped of all his glory, and full of nothing 

but füth. There he is anxious and takes pains to lay hold of these words "Be 

merciful to me" and to apply them to himself. This is again restrained and 

hindered even more strongly both by his own f earfulness and by all human 

wisdom-yes, by the devil himself, who applies God's Law to him when he 

ought not, to bring him into danger and despair. 
38, Therefore, it certainly is a skill above all human skill-yes, the str~g­

e~t tbing on earth-that a man can have the grace truly to know that he 15; 

smner, and yet can so turn around that he looks away from God's wratb ~ 
grasps nothing but grace. A heart which truly senses its sin cannot tb~nk 

or conclude otherwise than that God is unfavorable and angry witb hiJll· 

When Judas saw that he had betrayed Christ to death, he immediately began 
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to cry out against himself [Matt. 27:3-4); his reason and heart acted as they 

usually do and put before him nothing but God's eternal wrath and damna­

tion. No human heart can deal with this, for God's commandment and Law· 

condemn you to death, and the devil drives and chases you to hell. How is it 

possible, then; to understand these words of the tax coUector in the face of 

the Law, his own reason and senses, which present nothing eise to his heart 

than wrath and hostility? Now, it cannot enter into any heart to confess sin, 

unless it has the Ten Commandments to show it what sin is and why it is 

sin. Therefore, the two contradictory points are at the same time opposed 

to each other: hearing the Ten Commandment~, which condemn to death 

and to hell~ and again losing them, getting free of them, and thus ascending 

frorn hell to heaven. 
39. Therefore, whoever can learn should learn· from this high wisdom 

and be this tax collector's student. Learn to distinguish both these points cor­

rectly, narnely, that wrath does not remain on or cling to sin;.rather, lay hold 

of reconciliation and forgiveness, that is, do not judge this matter according 

to human reason ?r according to the Law, but rather through faith grasp the 

Gospel's comfort and teaching about Christ. Faith alone teaches this marvel­

ous combination so that we can harmonize these two words which neverthe­

less are farther from each other than heaven and hell. What eise do the words 
1 • 

• 

"I am a sinner" mean than "God is hostile to me and condemns me" and "I 

have earned nothing eise but eternal wrath, cu~se, and damnation"? 

40. When it comes to the point that you sense this (it does not happen 

by beating your breast and trying to force it out with your own works; rather, 

it comes of itself when the Law truly affects you, and this will teach you to 

beat your breast and humble yo1;ll'self), when (I say) you can do no more than 

say, "I am a sinner!" -then you are lost. The Ten Commandments will push 

and shove you straight into hell, so ~hat your heart must say, "You belong 

to the devil, and God does not want you." Then you will begin to flee from 

Hirn, and, if you could, you would run thr~mgh a hundred worlds, if only 

you could escape. 
Here it is time for you to stop running in this flight and fright, turn, 

and say: "My dear Gospel and the righteous tax collector teach me that the 

highest wisdom before God is to know and believe that His intention is such 

and He has founded a kingdom through Christ in which He wants to be 

merciful and to help poor, condemned sinners." In this way the two are joined 

together into one word and confession: "I certainly am a sinner, but God is 

nevertheless merciful to me. I am God's enemy, but He is now my friend I 

should justly be condemned, but I know that He will not condemn me, but 

will have me in eternal bliss as an heir in heaven. Yes, this is what He wants 
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to have anak f His dear Son, whom He has given for me.» me to helie\Pe 
forthes eo h 

Thus in this tax collector, you ave a beautiful exam 1 41. , . d 11 p e oft . . entance and fa1th an an exce ent masterpiece of h' h rue Christian rep 1g sp· . 
. d theoloav. of which the Pharisee and those like him h 1ritua1 wis om or 01' . . ave n 

. d a taste or smell. Bes1des, you see the true frmts which c ll e\rer rece1ve . 'f'C • 10 ow f: • 
h W is a different man, with a d1 1erent mmd, thoughts a1th, ~eoo . ,~~ 

ks than before. Now he gives honor and pra1se only to God fio "t.r• ' and wor . . . r nis di . 
. he implores and worsh1ps Hun from h1s heart, in true eo fid Vine grace, . uld . n I ence . 

Hi ur. rd and promise-otherwise he eo ne1ther have thought _lll s no . . . norpra d 
h Words In this way, he g1ves H1m truly pleasmg worship and Ye 

- • ~tl 
k S the Sabbath. He now also has a heart that is opposed to s· c Y eep . . . . in and di 
obedience; he does not reJOICe m these, but 1s sorry that he has lived ains-
God's Commandments, and now with his whole heart he seriousl ~ st 

d . 1· y strives to cease and no longer to offend, ece1ve, 1e, wrong, or do violence to 
uld 1. h' anyone He wishes everyone wo 1ve t 1s way. • 

42. That is the description given by this Gospel reading of the tw kin 
ofpeople among those called "God's people:' One of them is the bigof: . ds 

action 
of the false church, which still has the pretense and the name as if the al . ' Y one 
were the most righteous and hobest servants of God. The other is the little 
flock of those who are real members of the Church and true children of God, 
even though they do not have great fame and reputation before the world 
We have heard sufficiently what the distinction is between them, through 
which each part can be recognized by its characteristics and fruits, by which 
the pretense and name can be separated from the true nature. 

43. Therefore, see that you properly follow this tax collector and become 
like him. First, see that you are not a false but a real sinner; that is, not only 
with words but in reality and from your whole heart acknowledge yourself 
guilty before God of His wrath and eternal damnation, and thus truthfully 
utter these words: "to me, a poor sinner:' However, at once also lay hold of 
the other words, "Be merciful;' with which you can blunt the Law's point 
and edge, that is, with which you can turn away from yourself the verdict of 
damnation which the Ten Commandments want to impose on you. 

44. Thus, from this distinction between the two kinds of sinners, you 
can reach the correct verdict on both sides. God is certainly unmerciful and 
hostile toward sinners-yes, toward those who do not want to be regarded 
as sinners, that is, those who do not fear God's wrath but go away secure an~ 
want to remain unpunished. On the other band, God wants to be merci­
ful to poor sinners who sense their sins and mourn and confess that they 
are condemned before God's judgment. Thus here the status of the persons 
• d' t so that 15 completely reversed also according to God's Word and ver ic ' 
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the Ten Commandments acquire the annotation that their verdict applies to 
those who try to be holy by not being called sinners, as if that vcrdict does 
not affect them, but the Gospel and the verdict of grace and comfort apply 
to those who are in fright and fear of wrath. 

45. Second, you must also be like the tax collector in forsaking sin from 
now on. lt is not said about him that he remained the way he was before, but 
he went away and took home the grace that God had justified him. The text 
says, "This man went down to his house justified," etc. [Luke 18:14]. These 
words do not say that he remained in sin, since he did not go to the temple 
and pray for that. Whoever wants to remain the way he is cannot pray for 
grace and forgiveness; rather, whoever prays that way wishes and desires to 
be just and completely freed from sins .. You also must know this so that you 
do not deceive yourself. There are many who only see that the tax collector 
receives grace and forgiveness as a sinner but who do not consider that God 
wants to have them forget sin, and that the grace given must be powerful in 
them. They try to misunderstand this, as if God wanted to justify and save 
sinners so that they could remain in sin and unrighteousness. 

46. For these reasons, Christians must contend on both sides against the 
devil and their own flesh. When they begin to repent and want to become dif­
ferent people, then they first feel how the devil works, hinders, and restrains 
them, so that they do not continue, but remain in their old skin, etc. Again, 
when this does not hinder them, and they are turning against the devil to 
God and calling on Hirn, then he attacks them with despondency and fear­
fulness. On the one side, he makes sin too insignificant and puts it too far 
away from human eyes and hearts, so that people despise it and do not desire 
grace, or even delay repentance. On the other side, he makes sin too great, 
for out of a spark he can blow up a fire greater than heaven and earth. Once 
again, it is difficult for people to lay hold of forgiveness or to take to heart 
the words "God, be merciful to me." This certainly is and remains a high 
skill, and we can certainly regard this tax collector with his example to be 
our master and doctor and learn from him to call on God, so that we, too, 
can arrive at our goal. 
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