
FOR THE THIRD 
DAY AFTER TRINITY 

....:....------- ------------- .. ·--·· 
Lukel5:l-l0 

.,.., •• ,., ,n,1 sbalm wm all ~niw~ng ?tar to hta~ Him. And * lbamll _, * ,cribts gnanbltd. saying. Tius man recerves sitantrs ........ 
So H, ,ol,f ,-düs ~ "'Whal man of you, having a hundred sheep. if 
,__,_,.,,,.._ dots not lttM tht ninety-nint in tht opeti country, 
• I" ,jtl, dtc Oltt rJrat is last. until ht Jinds it? And when Ire lras f ound 
iL ,_ 11p;, 08 Jäs mou]dm. rtjoidng. And when Ire comes lrome, Ire calls 
.,., bis Jrio,tls and ms ntighbors. saying to them, 'Rtjoice witlr me, J or 1 
,_, ,-,, .,,,, nq tJu,t was lost.' Just so. l teil you, thert will be more joy in 
.._ l/ftl ont sburtr who rq,ents than over ninety-nine righteous persons .,..,.,rq,a,tana. 
"OrWMI....., IMrving ttn sil,rrr coins, if she loses one coln, does not light 
•...,-, swrq drt howt and suk diligently until she finds it? And when 
,. ,-p,n4 it. sltt mJls togttMr her friends and neiglrbors, saying, 'Rejoice 
widl -. J,r l lwM found the coin that l had losL' Just so, I teil you, tliere is 
;,, l1tJorr tht agds of God cwer one sinner who repents." 

l. This Gospel reading contains the teaching we regard and praise as 
aar chicf teaching and which is genuinely called the Christian teaching, 
llllmly, about gnce, the forgiveness of sins, and Christian freedom from the 
Lnt lt is a ffl'f delightful and pleasant admonition to repentance and the 
knowledteof'Cluist. lt is always sad when a godless, impudent person hears m ac,Omt, a>mforting, and cheerful preaching. lt is much sadder when 
napw finishes learning it so soon and masters it so that he imagines he 
bows iuo wdJ that he need not leam anything more from it. Nevertheless, 
God oar Lord doa not becomc put off or tired of annually-even every 
dilp rq,atlng and urging it, as if He knew nothing eise to preach and bad 
naddng funber to say. We poor, miserable people so quickly become far too 
lmnecl-and in addition so satiatcd, weary, and bored-that we have no 
medaiRorlcweforiL 

2. ffowntr. before we take up the article taught here, we want first to 
laclk • wbat St. Lob says in the introduction to show why Christ preached 
• Hr IIJI, -Ya collecton and all kinds of sinners came to Christ because 
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theywanted tobe neu Hlm and llateo tu Hllwardi' [Im 
and openly expresses what ldnd of people He bad abcu Hb: 
who Uved openly as they should not live and wm lmown • 
and eviJ people. It could seem that the Phariaea bad -=:fflctcolr•••fif 
Him, who wantcd tobe a godly. holy man. for aeod,URI dhadJMS In 

3. At that time people here and there in the land amted &am._ "8 11 
a dty. a toll. or another area of adminlstratlon or ofßu aod gan IIMm-a 
specified amount of money from it; they were called tu collman. Llawlll 
now. the Turlcs or the Venetlans put someone lnto I city or an oftke ud lill 
50 many thousand gulden• a year which he must give them fiom lt; whalaa 
he can extort over that is his. Thus those who collected such tolls ancl lbe 
money imposed acted so that they bad their profit from lL Btause the 111111 
[they had to pay] was )arge, set for a city or an offlce, these officia1s bad to 
exploit people very confidently so that they would have fuII benefit fiom iL 
Their masters were so strict with them that they could not acquire much 
[for themselves]. if they wanted to act justly and overcharge no one. This 1s 
why they were infamous in every land for being exploitm, in whom much 
godliness and honesty were not to be soughl 

4. Similarly, people called the other great crowd •sinnen• in gmenL 
who otherwise were rough people and openly livcd a shameful. wild life in 
greed, prostitution, etc. Such peop)e happened to come to Christ beause 
they wanted to listen to Hirn, because they had heard that He was an em:Jlrr,t 
teacher and did many miracles. 

5. Nevertheless, there is a spark or two of virtue and righteousneu in 
them, since they have a desire for Christ and would gladly listen to His 
preaching. They want to see what He does, because they know He is a righ­
teous man, and they hear nothing but good from Him both in words and 
works, even though their character did not at all agree or hannoniu with 
His life. Nevertheless, they are not hostile to Hirn, nor do they ftee from Him; 

rather, they run to Hirn and seek nothing evil from Him, but want to sec and 
hear something good from Hirn; there is hope that they can be rd'ormed. 

6. On the other hand, the Pharisees and the scribes, who were reguded 
and celebrated as the most righteous and holy, are still such poisonous vermln 
that they are not only hostile to Christ and do not want to see or hear Him~ 
but they also cannot bear that the poor sinners should come to Him and 
listen to Him so that they might be improvcd. They even grumble and fault 
Hirn for letting them come to Hirn and for tolerating them, and say: 91.ook. 
is this the very holy man? Who will now say that He is from God. since He 
associates with such evildoers and wicked peoplc?• Yes, He 1s a "glutton• (u 
- -- -••k• -•- •·•• •- ... _ 

1 See sermon for Easter Sunday on Mark 16:1-8, fn. 7 • 
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• ~lbber. the fricnd of tax coUec .. 

__. &om thesc holy people. not because li 
.nh tbem. but only because He lets thcrn e 

..,.,we or despise them. [They thought] th=~: 
._ .. a1,ou1 In a graychcoat. loo

11
ked sad. and been scpa .. 

peoplt. lf He saw su tax eo ectors and sinners, lic ...-a „ and tumed His eyes away. so that He Would not 
.._ M hol)' people, they were accustorned to do this. lsaiah 

II._ tb1t thq bave kept thcmselves so pure that they could 
-...-, ..1 • ..-touched them [Isa. 65:5]. This also can be seen in :t 

il _._ a........ h . b e 
·' alriDLub7 (:39) ofhowthe P ansees ecame angry at Christ because 

;.!u,__.fbe toUChed by the sinful wornan. :hese are the ones who 
(ouad fault wilh Him and who wanted to d1ctate to Hirn and make 

::,S. bow He sbould act and live in a holy way. This is why they grumble 
lam thlt He docs not stick to them and avoid such public sinners, as they do. 

IL Now. Christ is also a little obsti~ate ~d sho~s here that He simply 
will not be told wbat to do or be restramed m anythmg. Everywhere in the 
Golptk II is seen that there is a special obstinacy in this man, who was oth­
awisc I more gentle, willing, and helpful man than anyone eise on earth. 
Howtver, when they come to Hirn with laws and want to teil Hirn what to 
do. Ibm aß &imdship is over; He is repulsed and recoils as when you strike 
an umL and He says and does only the opposite of what they dernand from 
IJim. He does this, even though they speak correctly and quote God's Word, 
• they do hue when they come and say, "You should do this: You should 
a:k ro rigbteous people and not to sinners." This is a precious teaching taken 
fmm Scripture, for Moses himself writes that they should avoid the wicked 

md mnave the wiclced from themselves [ Deut. 23:9]. They have the text on 
Ibm side, trot out their Moses, and want to hit the man with their Law and 
nale Him acamling to il 

9. However, whether it is called God's Law or man's law, He will, in short, 
not be restrained. He is just like a unicorn, about which people say that it 
CUDOt be aptured alive, no matter how much it is hunted and chased. lt 
C111 be pierced, shot, and killed, but not captured. He does the same; even 

lhoagla people want to attack and capsize Hirn with laws, He does not toler­

• ~ bat rips through it as through a cobweb and gives them a good lecture. 
lwm mple, when they accuscd His disciples of plucking heads of grain on 
11-Sabhath, and aßeged God's command to rest on the Sabbath, etc. [Exod. 
-..ioJ, He tumed it completely around, ripped through the command, and 
)lftttal lheoppostteboth with Scripture and examples (Matthew 12 (:l- S]). 

when He teils the apostles that He will suff er and be crucifled, and 
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Peter steps forward out of the be,t 

}Um God's command. and u.ys. •Lord.•­
not happcn to You1• He giva hlm I good ........ 
and unfriendly way, and saya, •1temove YoanelEmallf, 
do not intend what 1s God's. but what 1a hlllDld' (M,tffl :it 11 

10. In summary, wherever they try to deal wlda Hrm cdf: 
will not toleratc lt, but will be frce from all lawa 1Dcf lhe Lanloww 
will not keep any law as if He bad to do 10. Yet. on tbe Olber~ 
comes from Himself, no law ls so small that He will not gladly clo 1' 
do much more than the law could demand. 10 lhat no more wtPt,ag; üiil 
man could be found, if He i~ not told what to do. Yes, He lowas Jfhnpff _, 

deeply that He washes and kisses the fcet ofHis betrayer, Judas [Jahn 1~9' 
and Himself protects the disciples at night (as the legends say abolit Hilii. 
which are certainly to be believed). He even Himself says, -i did not cxae „ 
that people would serve Me, but so that I would serve everyone.9 de. ~ 

20:28]. 
This certainly includes works of the Law, but not~ if they wae bad 

from the Law or through the Law. We can sec in His life that He aJways..,.. 
and goes back and forth in the land. sleeps on the ground at night. &sts D9 
days [ Matt. 4:2; Luke 4:2], has no rest, and works so hard that tbey are am-, 

cerned that He might lose His mind or bann His body [Mark 3:20-21). He 

does everything He should and can. except that He will be UDCODStralmd 111d 
have no laws imposed on Him. If someone tries to do that. then He blocb 
it and defends Himself most firmly. Thus He is both the most obstinatc ad 
the kindest of all, and at the same time therc is no morc stubbom or mal 
man, who will do nothing to which people want to compel Him wilh the 1-
and yet He does everything and overflows like a flood with good worb,, lf 
only people let Him do them of Himself, without trying to ttll Him what.lD 

do or to teach Hirn. . 
11. This has now been written down as an enmple, so that we waala 

learn what a genuine Christian man He is according to the Spirit. and aot 

judge Hirn according to the Law nor tel1 Hirn what to do from our eine 
ness. Christ is our Lord so that He can make out of us such people • Ht 
Himself is. Just as He does not allow people to bind Hlm with lawa. llld-11 
Lord over the Law and all things, so also a Christian's faith shoulcl BOI.._ 
that. We are to be so exalted and liberated through Christ and His ..,_ 
that our conscience by faith knows of no law, but is simply not IDld whll 18 

do or condemned by it. We are to feel nothing eise in the inward ....._ 
our conscience than that there has never been any law on earth-........_ 
nor one commandment, neither God's nor the pope\ nor 11k eo..,._.. htt 
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•-. -i know of no law, nor do 1 ~~ 

ot:• ID whlch we become Christians, l 
;w l!Dallo all laws. For lf therc arc no Wor~ur llld j 
.... thc works and say: "You shall do thb there ! 

• .,._ du'oU8h Baptism and Christ's blood we are si:ou --~,_aed OUl of pure grace and mercy, and also live belly 
..a.- Tbis, I say, is our treasure according to Which ore ..a,.......... befo God H 1· · We are _.._and contioue re . ow we 1vc m flesh and bl 

dlie a.tf;IDII life does not bclong here. 00d 
~ 1 (]iristian must leam to control his conscience b ~ 
~ uaauua.. . b l R h . e,ore W• tbll he lds lt be takcn capt1ve h no :w. at ~r, ~ someone wants 

-,::k Im &ilh in tbat way, he should e an act agamst 1t, as Christ d 
:. ad cl,ewbae. He acts so obstinately, unusually, and wonderfuUy t~es 

u..-or 1-lid can get along with Hirn, even though otherwise H ~t •~ ~- . . e1s 
tbr hl•'+st. pdest. and friendhest man. 

l4. Howewr, this is a very great skill, which no one eise knows except 
1k ~ fk was the master, who could repulse all laws and teachers of th 
1a ffawt,u, we annot do this, for the devil has free play in our flesh an~ 
Yood. wbm he Jays hold of a man's conscience and calls him to account for 
wlat be has done and not done and disputes with us about both our sins and 
gocm,,,s,. In this way the man is led into a clay pit and deep mud, so that 
f1e ClllDot gd out and only sinks deeper and deeper, lt weighs on him like 
1 hmvy bordcn and oppresses him, so that he cannot rise above it, but goes 
ad tonnents himself about it and cannot be satisfied. I also feel in myself 
rillt I an.not get out of the hole, even if I work constantly and kill myself 
Oftl' it, so that I might rise above the Law and accomplish so much that it 
waald bave to bc quiet and say, .,All right, now you have done enough; now I 
am Atis&d 1'ith you!11 But that does not solve it, for it is such a deep pit out 
m wbich no one can climb, even with the help of all the world, as those who 
mattcmpted it and still daily experience can testify with me. 

15. Now, the cause of this is that our whole nature is so very ready to 
he occupied with works and laws and to follow those who say: "Why does 
He at with tu: collectors and sinners? [Matt. 9: 11]. If He would eat and 
clrJnk with us, then He would do right." Likewise: "Why do Your disciples 
plack the ars of grain and do what we should not do on the Sabbath?" et~ 
fMn 2:24). They want to deal and dispute with the Law continually until 
•-,.. "Now you are righteous." [ Our whole nature] cannot rise high er ~or • •-.ad more than that the teaching of the Law is the highest teachi~g, 
.... rigbteousneu is the best life before God. Thus it eternally re~allls 
,.. -.1 it it ,an 
:;.:tt mu bouncl to the Law. When it undertakes and attempts ' 



never get to the point that lt quieta the Law, ,o 

require or punish in lt, but lt mlllt remala Clpdve ••II 
eternal prison. The longer lt deCeata and kill, tta,Jf' with ... A,11*•·-'d.....,III• 

becomes until it perishes. 
16. What, then, should I do when the Law aUecb .m,-, ... 

conscience becausc I feel that I do not do what it requ1ra1 APl'ra: , .. -: 

how stiff-nec~e~ ~hrist ls, and how He II obstinate and ldaao Jaw ~i...a . 
on Him, even 1f 1t 1s taken from God's commanc1ments. Lana to clodle 
and simply say to it: "Dear Law, defer your debating and go ,am :': 

have nothing now to do ~th you. Yes, just "eause you come and -:..., 

talk with me and ask how nghteous I am, I will not listen to you. What m•• 
before this Judge, before whom we are now disputing. fs not wbat 1 • _. 

should do or not do, but what Christ is, gives, and does. We are DOW In die 

bedroom, where bride and groom should be alone, where il il impropcr ilr 

you to enter or to say anything." 

17. Nevertheless, it always knocks and says. "Yes, but you sbouid doaood 
works and keep God's commandments if you want tobe savm.• Ans:wer.amz 

again: "Listen up, it is wrong to talk about thal I already haff my ,ighteom­

ness and the chief part of all salvation without any worb, in my Lord Qma. 

I was already saved before you came, so that I need nothing at aD &om JUU." 

Where works do not count ( as I have said), the Law does not COUDt either.ad 

where there is no Law, there is also no sin (cf. Rom. 5:13]. TherefoR.nnthtng 

should rule in her bedroom except the bride alone with Christ. in wbom abe 

has everything together and Jacks nothing that is necessary for salvation. 

The Law, when it wants to attack the conscience, must be Ieft outside with ils 

drumming and piping, and be confidently despised and repudiartd. lt doel 

not belong here; it comes at the wrong time. In addition, it wants to 1111b 

a great ado where it should not intrude. Here we are in the artide (of'faith] 

which says, "I believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, who suffered, died. and roae 

again forme," etc.,2 before which Moses, the emperor, and God's laws mllll 

yield. [This article] banishes anything that would dispute with me aboua sm. 
right or wrong, and everything I can do. 

18. Look, in this way Christ wants to depict for us this freedom. IO dlll 

we as Christians according to our faith will tolerate no other master, bul 

simply cling to the fact that we were baptized and alled to Christ. 1broup 

Hirn we were justified and sanctified and say: •Tois is my daim, my tna­

sure, my work, and everything against sin and wrong (which the Llwcmde 

and bring against me). If you want to have another da.im. work. • or lhl. 

then do with them what you want, but they cannot stay with me.• This II die 

way for a man to defend himself and withstand the devil's promptlnp -1 

2 The Second Article of the ApostJes• Cmd (Kolb-WffllCl1. PP. 21-llt Cawaa ... p. I& 



orpaent slns. Thls ls the Way 10 ke 
,._, ancl Christ. works and falth, consclen 'P 

...__. .. ., frisbten me and my heart, thcn lt 1 Ce 
th ßd 'time 

._Law. lf lt will not go. en con ently banish lt 
:.a. _J encc,ursge good works when I can at the lnd 
.., .... h h Proper 
• IIIIODI people. However, erc w ere rny conscience 

P I will knoW nothing about them. Leave me in pea is 
_..._., mvdolng or not dolng. l listen neither to Mo ce, and 

1D mt 111JUU• -, ·11 1 h d b ses nor 
► _.._ Christ alone wt ru e ere an e everythin J 

,., ,. es ~ Hi ,.., d g. ust 
_....111 sit at Hw fed and listen to s nor . Martha, howeve 

.,..,1.. . eh d h h r,can 
1 + be occupied in the kit en, o er ousework, and leav 

• • nt-.il .s, 1• e rny 
tr:rttpetce (Luke 10:38-42 . 

,j■-1•9.•"Bul:r ifl still always have sin in me, is this really not right?,. Answcr• 
. I ·- ---.: ... 1v a sinner and do wrong. However, I do not des . · 111.l•trar. .... uiwuu, . Pair 

._... of il or run into hell or flce from ~e Law. I have sttll a claim and 
_. wbkh an: above Moses. through wh1ch I take hold of Him who h 

:..boldofmt [Phil 3:12), and hold onto Hirn who has embraced me: 
lljcfsm. laid mein His bosom, through the Gospel has advanced me to fel­
~ in all H'IS bencfits, and commancls me to believe in Hirn. Where He 
k dleR I an command the Pharisees, Moses with his tablets,3 all lawyers 
wida lbeir books. and all people with their works at once to be quiet and 
pld. '111m no law has any right to accuse or make demands, even if I havc 
DDtdone it nor an do it, for in Christ I have in abundance everything I necd 

cwlack. 
20. This, 1 say, is thc Christian's teaching and skill, and it only belongs 

whae Christ mgns and the conscience deals with God. This, however, is 
not preached to rough, impudent, and thoughtless people, for they undcr­
llllld nothing about this and (as St. Peter also says (2 Pet. 3: 16)) twist and 
pa wert Ibis doctrine to their own destruction. They take from this teaching 
an acuse to live as they please and say: "Why in the world do I need to do 
goocl worb? What does it hurt if I am a sinner? Has Christ not abolished 
lbe l.awr' etc. Now, this also is wrong, for here you must also look at Christ 
6am anolher angle, at what eise He does. Here He Himself says that He is the 
man who seeb the poor lost sheep [Luke 15:4-6], and then demonstrates it 
bJ'rhis pRSmt decd: receiving the sinners and tax collectors and preaching 
1D thaa. So JUU see that He does much more than the Law has commanded, 

ad He taches you with His example to do the same. 
Heil 10 proud that He will not be under the Law, and, on the olber 

.... Heissow11lingthat Heeven wants to do much more than the Lawcan ----· 
~ ':;,. di, FimTll>lct of llN: Law (Exod. 20:3-11) and the S«ond Tablet of the 1,aw (EJ<>d. 



requlre. You also should live In auch I wa, lllll ~ 
are forced and affllcted with the Law, but do whäl 
wtthout the Law. St Peter admonllha: ~ tboM WM 
as tf you had frecdom u a cover of wlcbdnta. bat•..__. 
(1 Peter 2 [:16)). Paul says, .. Nowthatyouhavebeenra.t.,-• Miii 
servants of righteousness• (Romans 6 (:18)), that 11, tbore _,,...:;:, 
with a free conscience without the coercing o{ the Law. 

21. If the Gospel is truly In the heut. lt produca I pman wbo4as 
5 

wait a Jong time until ~e Law comes but 1s so full of Ja, in am.. 11111.! 
desire and love for what as good, that he gladly hdps everyoae llld cto. PJd 
wherever he can out of a free heart, before he ever once thinbGf'tbebw. 
He risks his body and life, and cares nothing about wbat be mftina il. ... 
is thus füll of good works which flow forth from himwl( Slmilarly, am. 
would not be compelled to pick up a single straw, but. uncornprJW. HeJdl 
Himself be nailed to t_he cross forme and all the world and dies for lbe-lml 
sheep. This is truly work on top of work. 

22. Therefore, learn now to distinguish wcll. put these two poiDb in 
order, and divide them so that, when it comes to the point tbat the Law ad 
sin are disputing with your conscience, you can confidently contndict McJIIS 
and teil him to be quiet. You can turn him out onto your old man. wbam 
Moses can take to school, dispute with him, and say: •Listen. you an: bodl 
lazy and slow to do good and serve your neighbor. When you sbould paile 
Christ, you prefer to drain a mug of beer. Beforc you will cndure daßFT filr 
Christ's sake, you much prefer to rob and cheat your neighbor whmvu ,aa 
can." For this lazy rascal who will not move, whose hands will not wmk. 
whose feet will not go where they should, whose eyes m not cbaste. you cm 
take stone tablets4 and beat that donkey with them so that he has to IDOft. 

23. "Therefore. when you attack me in the right waf (thus )'Oll sbould 
say to Moses). "I will gladly listen and follow you, namely-apart &om &llb 
and the righteousness of my conscience bcforc God-you an rule aver ID)' 

hands and my life like a taskmaster among the scrvants of the hause. Yaa cm 

teil me to be obedient, chaste, patient; to do good to my neighbor. belp the 
poor. praise and glorify God; to let myselfbe rcviled and slandmd for the 
sake of His Word; and to permit the world to impose all its aßlictioos an me. 
1 am content with all of this and willing to do even morc than I an lmllll­
ing to my external man." .. The spirit is willing: says Christ, •and ~ 111111 
willing. even though the flesh is weak" [Matt 26:41]. So He Jet Hbmelfhe 
circumcised [ Luke 2:21 ) , brought sacriflces to the temple [Lub 2:22-24), llll 
Himself be scourged and crucified-none of which was n«mll')' fbr. 
nor could the Law demand it f rom Him. 
..,, .. w _ • • ·-· ··- ·····-·-·---

4 l.c., thc First Tablct and s«onJ Tabld of the Law. 
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111111•,IIJOU nat to pup further. whcre You •houJd 

_, ~ lheo I will neithcr listen to nor look 
I 

not so, lato 

1 ......_ balge. lnexprmible treasure, who is callcd Ch t fOu.1 ~ 

lit l!PR ad Gospä In summary. as far as the cxternal p•rs rilt \\ith 11._ 

„ 
d h b "' on ls eo • 111 

,-. onaot ~ or o too much • bu~ you are not to lmpose &nytb "1n~ 

• tbe comd~oce. lf thc Spirit w o nngs us Christ is Presc & lt III 

aboff all laws. as Paul says. •No law has bcen given to thc ri nt. the Person Ja 

(l Tim. 1:9}, and yet he nevertheless does morc than hc co~~eoUs l>erson-

acoxding to the ßesh. According to thc flcsh we arc nothin b accolllplJsh 

15 fir as our penon is conccrned we would have to remain cg dut slnnera. anct 
on enincc1 

tbe Law. H~r, b«ause of Christ and Baptism we soar high b Under 

24. Thus Moses is to carry on his coarse work apart fr a ove all~ 

he urges on those who are not Christians, or even the old m om Christ. as 

f h 
an, and IJl!IL __ 

than righteous in the eyes o t e world. He does not in that wa -.es 

Christians good or righteous, but what he does do is show them ~ n_ialcc tbe 

whfch they gladly do according to the Spirit. Although the flesh ~II' office_ 

want to nor can follow the Spirit, and so still needs tobe admorushoes not 

restrained, ne\·ertheless the conscience remains free, because the La ~ and 

right to accuse and condemn it before God. Therefore, we must Jet~ as no 

such teaching and admonishing in Christendom (as the apostles also~ be 

so that each one is exhorted and reminded of what he should do in his ~ 

25. However, we must Jet Moses rule over the others who are not 

Christians and trouble them with both fist and conscience, so that he can 

force and afflict them to do what is right and omit what is wrong, even ifthey 

do not do it willingly. Such are the shameful rabble and stiff-necked people, 

who do not esteem or understand the freedom of Christ, even though thq 

can prattJe and brag about the Gospel, which they only misuse to their shame. 

They ought to know that they belong under Moses. 

These people, who go about in security and imagine that they do not 

need the Gospel, or eise know it weil, cannot grasp this teaching. Rather, 

only those whose consciences dispute with the Law because of their sins 

and God's wrath, and are frightened and feel it, [ can grasp this teaching), so 

that their heart says: "Woe is me! How have I Hved? How will I stand before 

God?11 Thus they go about all too fearful and timid while the others are ~ 

too obstinate and arrogant, so that they do not feel or esteem any Iaw ~~ 

sin and distress. Thus both are apportioned incorrectly: Those w:; it. ~ 
have nothing to do with the Law have all too much-yes, they onJy t ••• ~ 

11 rned abou J" ,-· 

others, however, who should only feel it are not at a conc~ th the Ploie 

the more you try to frighten them with the Law and Gods wra ~dy, tJJe 

obstinate they becorne. Therefore, they need a different ma5ler~~t to da 

hangman and the jailer-who teaches them that if they do no 



good in God's name, thcn they bave to do lt In 
as thelr reward no thanlcs. but hellfire and all lftJlctkll 

26. On the contrary, here and everywbere (II l • .w) Clldlt,'111111 
both with His cxample and with His prachtng to tadi-. noMtamtllll 
and the burden of the Law and would gladly be O,,wt-.Jbat~...,. 
accustom ourselves to resist lt. to point lt away from III to Hlm. md ... 
leave room for the deviL Through the Law he WIDII to lnakapaa r,.,w, 
bridal chamber and sit in His placc, that ls, tab away tht CODICirec8,.,, 
and comfort in order to drive the man lnto despair, so tbat be caonot 118 u, 
bis head or his heart beforc God. lt is the Christians' skill to 1am andbaw 
something more than the ordinary, vulgar crowd knows andcan uodcnl,twl • namely, that they can fight with the dcvil and withstand him wbm be .., .. 
us and wants to dispute with us from Moses. We should not pmt bim-, 
disputations and dealings. but simply point him away from Moses to Quill 
and rcmain with Hirn. But he acts in such a way that hc mnningly briDp 111 away from Christ under Moses. for he knows that if he accompläsba tllil, 
thcn he has already won. 

27. Thcrefore, sec to it that you do not let yoursdfbe led astray or enticed 
out of this cirde. Rather, even though he rq,roaches you with many thiDp 
from the Law. which is also God's Word, which you are obligecl to ~ 
yet you can answer him and say: •Listen up! 1 do not want to lmow or bar 
about any law. We are now in the circle and on the place where people do 
not ask what they are to do or not to do. 1 certainly know ahead of time tbal 
I have not done nor do I do what the Law requires. Rather. the questioo II 
how we are to obtain a gracious God and the forgiveness of sins and 1am 
the artkle ab out Christ. I will remain in the Lord Christ"s arms. bang uamd 
His neck. and crawl into His Baptism. no matter what the Law teils me ar 
my heart f eels. lf we only keep this chief point pure and this astle firm and 
weil secured, then I will gladly do and suffer outwardly as much u people 
inflict on me. 

28. Whoever would learn this skill weil would be a genuincly perfea 
man. as Christ was. He was so far abovc all laws that He dared to all nm 
St. Peter a devil [Matt. 16:23). the Pharisecs fools (Matt. 23:17, 19] andblind 
leaders [ Matt. 15: 14), and to contradict Moses and tel1 him tobe quiet. lbas 
He livcd entirely without any laws. and yet fulfißed all laws. He wu both 
proud and obstinate against everything which would bind and tab Hlm 
captive, and yet He was also. of His own self. useful and subject to an...-, 

29. However. the flaw is always that we can never gmuinely leun dllli 
rather, the devil is in the way and leads us to tum lt around. so that • • 
only all too willing and submissive to listen to everything the Law 111' md 
to be frightened because of it. when we should be obstinate and not lilllln• 



.. ..-.:a:i..--------•-=-----• -... ~_-k __ ____ 
---we want to c:xerc1se our ~ 

.--..,tlchmtly afflict the body and tratn lt IQ ~ 

~~ that gives lt pain bccause lt sttith the ~ 
....,. outside- where lt should remain. and has 1:nt1n11111y 

-.,,..-aad bce lL 1nwudly, ho~ver. no sin or law shoutd Mosea to 

..._ ..,1c1 .nde wtth p11tt grace, JOY, and comfort. Then l'Ule, but 
taeJ'WIL and the man would be prepared for every good ~e~ 

• •W _,_ ~ with pleasure and a willin~, cheerful hea Oth to do 
_,..,...,,,,.. &lth in the grace of God through Christ rt, 0ut of 

~ ... , ........ whoever can. let him thank God and note that h d 
~· ,~ th h h kill e 0es n 

..., it too well nor preswne at_ e as grtheat sh . I and those like llle doot 

,et tnow it as we should know 1t, even oug we have attempted . 

;'_g aDd worked at it for a Jong time. lt is, as I have_ said, a skill Which :::Ost 
do-_.., the Ch.risti.anS, and they have to rema1n students and 1 . ne 

CID -•r· . th th . . h earn lt an 
lbar liws. The exception is e o er secure sp1nts, w o can do evel)'thfn 

rbmJsdves; however. e\'eD though they presume that they have this skill th g 

bow nothing at all about it and th~reby depart very far away from i~. N~ 

more cfisagreeable thing or greater m1sery or harm happens to Christendom 

than through such sophists, through whom everything becomes füll f 

&ctions and sects. They are people who serve neither God nor the worl~ 

and reaßy listen to neither the Law nor the Gospel, but securely despise the 

forma and become bored with the latter, and always seek some other teach­

fng. However; we do not preach for their sake, since they are unworthy and 

lff punished by God so that they never learn it or retain any of it, even if they 

do l.iskn to il Thus we alone retain it, and they take nothing from it, except 

dw thty hear the empty tone and sound of it 

1bat is the first part of what Christ teaches here with this Gospel reading. 

Now we want to look also at the beautiful preaching of the Lord, as He begins 

and says. •What man is there among you who has a hundred sheep and, ifhe 

loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go 

alterthe lost one until he finds it?" etc. [Luke 15:4].5 

II 

31. ffe-the Lord Christ-is not only obstinate, so that He will n~t 

foßow their teaching and mastery, but He also shows good reasons for th1s, 

re.futa thtm with very excellent skiJJ, and shuts them up, so that they ~ave 

IIOlhing to grumble against it. He even hems them in with their own acuons 

~ mmple so that they have to be ashamed in their hearts that tbey have 
- -··-·· -- -

5 ladwr', ~.-.... 24 1532, t,eglDS 
............. ·-a-23, 1532, iffmon mch htre, and his sermon of Augu5l ' 

.... aphJI. 



dernanded thla from H1m u,I flu1tM 
they thernselves do In mw::b MDIMcr 

32. How could He amwer tbemAlllheneaaar .. •D.#.illi 
and dear sophists. would you order IDd. 

poor sinnen who dcsire Me and come to Me ---•• • 
you yourselves for the sab of one 1oat lheep do 
single one out of a hundrcd! You lcave the ninety-11111• btlllldl•II 
wilderness (that is, in thc fidd with the lbephada) 111d 
hundredth and havc no rcst untll you find lt ap1n. You alläat 
and a praiseworthy work; if anyone rebubd you far tbat. JIII:~ 
hirn tobe mad and foolish. Should not 1, the Savior of.lOUII. ., ...... 
people as you do ~ith shec~, cvcn though thae is no a,mpe r 1 • 11 , i 
a soul and everythmg that livcs and moves o( all the anim•ll • athiW 
17:28)? Should you not, thcn, be ashamcd in your hearta to &all aad,lil ► 
Me for such a work which is immeasurably heuer than tbe wmk -~ 
yourselves praise and must praise? lfyou rcbuke Me, then JOII IDDll„ 
condemn yourselves.'9 

33. This is what it means to give a good answer, shut tha, _.....,,. 

all honor, and point out sufficient reasons why He does not at aß nmt._ 
to tel1 Hirn what to do-yes. He will not and should not tolmte lt. 'l'herllila 
against Hirn, as is right, so that they obtain nothing but thar OWD liaad 
shame. lt truly is a shame to all masters, cven an unbarable lhomiPlti,-. 
that they should dare to criticize the man who was madc Master ORr IDlif 
God lt also happens ( as I havc said) that whoevcr wants to muh and;. 
a Christian, lead him away from his Baptism and the artic:le about n.,a. 
and govern him with his clevemess and laws not only has to hemme I W 
but also causes abomination and murder. He dcsecrates Gocl'~ lti•tpe 8' 
sanctuary and meddles with devilish wickedness in His kingdom. whadli 

alone is to rule through His Holy Spirit He fully dcserves thal God in• 
should make him into sin and shame before all thc world.. became ~ -­

to be a master in the devil's name where Christ alone is ma• 111d baaa 1dlJ 
head against the man who is too high and wise for him. 

34. This is why it is not good to make fun ofehristians. Cordlef • •lhlla' 
saints. and let all the world have nothing to do with the mm who fl caM 
Christ, since they gain no advantage over Him, and He wiD aot 111111:;\1 
they should teach Hirn and teil Hirn what to do. So also a Q.rildlD 

and should not tolerate it. for if he does tolerate it. and ~ _. fldi: 
to such suggestions, in which people want to fault and aiticme OuiälliiW 
or attack his faith with the Law and the tcaching of works. thm he II lait 
has fallen away from Christ. Therefore. let us only cling to Him ud 
attention even if all the world outthinks us and tals III wllll 18 &f t f ~ · 



•... "'."'.~! 

_. Mllln lbe true understandlng of th~ --~ .. 

••ae:acl IMtl1brow all such sophlsts. Th lrtlde, ~ 
111 dMm nbub Hlm and tel1 Hlm what t dls Christ abouJd 

,.. to clo and rebuke all the world, 50 th:t;:; Ratber, lie IICrt 

... 11·_. ao acknowledge Him as thelr Lord and Mas eyWill elther' 

•• + OI' w1th hostility be ruined and destroyed. ter, lllld th~ 

~~~"! Althd before that thls prcaching ls Jnu ... L 

•n•111111t1t auu aor e coarse, rough crowd and th '-11 too IOOcl, 

•We. We do not_ p~ch anything t~ them so that they Will~";,~ ~ed 

1D tbole who are m fright and angwsh of conscience or . d it, but Ollly 

ol deltla, with whom the devil is disputing about their si~~ i:ger and Peru 

than iDto melancholy and despair. We should hold out this deU 0rder to PUsh 

to tbem. so that they will be comforted and cheerful. Th th ghtful Plcture 

who have previously lived riotously and know very little :: crs. however, 

aod spiritual sadness, should be pointed to Moses and Maste~~ me!anchoJy 

servaots. and then to the devil. This picture is too cheerful and ans and hia 
•L-- . . . 1 

much 1..-._ 

&WIil anyone can pamt; no one 1s so e oquent that he can finish · d ~llCI' 

il with words. Rather, it must be grasped (as much as possible) ~ ~ 
~ heart. Nevertheiess, we must point out a little of it, so that we ·v aitb in 

fo 
_ _..a: • • gi e rcaaon 

c mc:wtating on 1t 

36. •1 aJso have," He says, "a hundred sheep," that is, the flock of 

all ~tendom, "o~e of whom is lost and gone out of the fellowship of 

Christendom. Now, 1f you want to know what My mind is like, then just 

depict well both such a shepherd and the lost sheep!" 

37. That shepherd who is onJy a man and watches over the irrational 

animals which were created to be slain and butchered nevertheless has a 

heart for bis lost sheep, so that he is just as anxious to get the sheep backas 

the sheep itself is to find its shepherd. When the sheep understands (as it 

naturaßy does) that he is its shepherd, it is not at all afraid of him, but nms 

to him with all confidence and goes on before him with complete trusl Yes. 

as soon as it only hears his voice, it bleats and runs after him and has no rest 

until he comes to it. Thus there naturally is nothing but friendship and love 

between them both; yes, there is one heart and mind toward each other._If 
. ld d . nothing but ,ts 

the sheep could speak and pour out its heart, 1t wou e5ire than 

shepherd. On the other hand, the shepherd has no other care or plan . ..A 
fi m him and stra,~-

how he can again find the sheep which has gone away ro . d does not 

He runs and sends out servants wherever he thinks to seek it, an 

cease until he has found it and brought it home. 1. e onlY with 
k . l . . which must iv ··"" 

He certainly knows what a wea an1ma Jt 1s, U: R thet itJJlLPt 

the shepherd's help and protection and cannot at all help itse · a ' 
~ ... --· ... ~--·•·· , - -· 

6 1111161,r Hluum, Le., lhe eucutJoner. 



be cornpletely lost and perllh lf lt cloa D8I 

naturally fearful and lndlned to ltray. Aa --• 
the shepherd, lt II already over, and lt C&Dnat fnNit 
other shepherds and sheep and a stranger caDa toM· •~--lllllls.Jlii•81! 
through hedgcs, water, and whatever lt coma to, lllldldlWlllldlllllMIM■ 
or otherwise perishcs. 

38. On the other hand, however, lt 1w the Ylrtue aad .-
clinging with all diligence to lts shepherd and knowiag b11 0 l:r IWJ~ 
When it hears that voice, it runs straight to him and will 111111&11 ,..._ 

pointed away from him, even lf all the world should call and co-.-ft 
is lost or straying, it still has the hope-as much u ib Dlblre pw11 II &r 
if only it again hears its shepherd, it will be cheerful and lose aD case. 1'lle 
shepherd also is not there to be angry with it wben he finds lt ap1a. ar-,.. 
it or toss it into the wolf's jaws; rather, all his cares and plam ~ aaly to am 
it in the most f riendly way and treat it in the gentlest way: be tüa lt an blll 
own back, lifts, and carries it, until he brings lt home again. 

39. That is the picture painted in this creature, through wbkb Grill 
wants to show us what His rnind-set is, what He does for us, and wllll • • 
to expect from Hirn. While this is true in nature, it is mucb more ao tn die 
kingdom of Christ, which is a kingdom of grace and nothing but lote aad 
consolation. Therefore, let this sheep which belongs to this lhepbad 11111d 
for you, and you will find how much rnore and higher an interest He 1am 
in it and how very sincerely and cheerfully He cares for it, in orda tc, 1eslme 

it. In this way He wants to arnplify and even pour out Hi, uosearcbaNe • 
and ardor toward the poor, sinful, frightened, and timid conscicnces. wbkh 
are His true sheep. 

40. When someone has lost this Shepherd and does not hear His--. 
then what happens to him is just like the lost shcep, which always goeä 6ath« 
and farther away from Hirn. Even when people cou it and call to lt wllb 
other teachings, so that it runs over and thinks it is coming to itc SNipbeld. 
yet it does not find Hirn. Rather, it always runs from one conier to ...,._ 

and strays more and rnore. lt has no comfort or relief until it apin hean lhe 
sound of its true Shepherd's voice, as experience plainly shows and u am. 
one can experience in his heart. When the artide about Chrb1 is talrm IWlf 
or not emphasized, then here therc comes a sectarian, there • faDldc; • 
one perverts the Sacrament, another perverts Baptism; one pradla dm. dll 
other something eise about special holiness; and each one coues tbe ,._ 
sheep to himself and pretends tobe the Shepherd. The sheep 8'M!I mcnlllll 
more astray until it loses its way entirely. 

41. Theo the devil comes along with his own thoughts wblah be laRli 
onto the heart: "lf only you had done or not 'done thls and thatt• Tldl-



~.. . n...,.. -Martin 1.-., 
t&Jfj\&_ .... .. ..... . _:-_Volaan,_2 

illl!llllMlllt•IIJlhl>' ud llny mure, so that lt d~:--·-' 
Cll'lalDly bappens when Christ is out of our 11 kn°""hert 

..,_ lleud. No matter what peopJe teach, advise, or p I sht lnd tbJa 

d d 
o ntout,f 

lit r ..., and comes oser to estruction, unless the true Sh t,~ 

lfliD cmz n IO hlm with His own voice. 'P•tqq 

a. 11ierefore, we should now learn to know and think ab 

d d 
. out our, _ 

ChcW com.ctly. so that we o not rega~ Hun to be a tyrant &.Vfd 

Judge (as peop1c have previously preached about Hirn and as the ~:; lllgry 

prama Him to the heart), as if He stands behind us With a sword. alw.ys 

(w should regard Hirn) as the sheep naturally regards its sheph cLR!ther. 

all 15 one who wants to frighten, bunt, and strike it down, but as ei not II 

sees him. it becomes happy, obtains hope as if it has already been ~::c II lt 

00 longu needs to fear or worry, but at once runs to him with all confidenred. 

43. Thus if we are to begin to be confident, strengthened, and COrnfi ce. 

tbm we must learn to recognize our Shepherd's voice weiland to aband:~ 

other voices, which only lead us astray, bunt us, and drive us back and, :. 

We should listen to and grasp only the artide that Christ presents to ~ 

kindly and comfortingly as it can ever be painted. Then we can say With ~ 

confidence: •My Lord Jesus Christ is truJy the only Shepherd, and 1, unfor­

tunatdy, am the lost sheep which has run astray. I am fearfuJ and anxious, 

and would gladJy be righteous and have a gracious God and peace in my 

conscience. Now I hear that He is as anxious about me as I am about Him. I 

am amious and d.istraught about how I can come to Hirn tobe delivered. He 

is anxious and concerned and desires nothing eise than to bring me again 

to Hi.mself." 
44. If we couJd paint His heart in that way, and imprint on our hearts that 

He has such overflowing Jonging, anxiety, and desire for us, then we could 

not be horrifled or afraid of Hirn, but would cheerf ully run to Him, stay 

with Hirn alone, and listen to no other teaching or master. Wherever a dif. 

ferent teaching comes in, whether it is Moses or something eise, it certainly 

does nothing eise than hunt and afflict us, so that we can have neither rest 

nor peace. That is why Christ says: "Come to Me, all who are laboring and 

burdened. I will revive you. Take My yoke on you, and you will find rest for 

,our souls," etc. (Matthew 11 [:28-29]). lt is as if He meant to say: "Run and 

seek wherever you want, hear and Jearn everything people can preach, but 

)'Oll will find no rest or peace of heart except in Me alone." 1i n 

<tS. We are gJad to have preaching about a good life, rbe eto 

Co 
h it comes 

mmandments, and all kinds of teaching. However, w en . inS, 

preaching to the conscience which is stuck in anxiety and fright 0= ~ 
da on your life no other words shou)d so und f orth except about eictpl 

poor, IOlt sheep neither shouJd nor can have and tolerate any master 



thls. lts only Shepherd, who doa not at all deat ....... 
and requlrlng, but handla lt ln the IWeetat IDd .,,,,,. ~ 
sheep with all lts need, sln, and anxlcty onto Hiau,Jt: aadlfln lf 
the sheep ls supposed to do, u we will hear ~ 

46. Here we must dearly distingullh (u I baw .......,_..t 
1
,_ 

between the two kindJ of preaching, that II, between Motel' tolcead8hii1♦ 
voice, so that on your llfe no Moses--even on bis bat dq...._ •Jh meilu 
come to the lost sheep. Perhaps they want to cook thae two ..,.._. ..a 
comfort a troubled conscience with the Law in thla way: ,e ol pd dimt 
You have not murdered or committed adultery and clone a,raae thtnp • 
at least you meant it wen,- etc. This is also a comfort. but lt doa not IMt 
long, and it cannot sustain the blows. Th1s means tobe comfortal no Cmtha­
and no higher than by yourself; in that way, no poor sheep is deliftRld. -. 
despite all that, it remains astray and lost, and lt cannot help itsdf nor aae 
to its Shepherd. 

4 7. However, if it is to be delivered, it must be shown the gmn1ne 

Shepherd, who comes and seeks it so that He can bring lt back. and let ff11 
voice be heard. Then it can receive genuine comfort, so that it dam to _. 

Moses and say: "I now no longer respect either your comfort or &igbt. no 
matter how bad you can make it, even if you malte me into a murdaa' time 
and again and say that 1 hanged my father and mother. Now, hOWl:'Va'. jlllt 
because I am in anguish and fright before God's wrath and etemal clu,ma. 

tion, I will not listen to you nor follow you. l fecl and confess mysdfdlll I 
am, unfortunately, a poor lost sheep. But my salvation and comfort on whlch 
I rely is that I have the Shepherd who Himself secks me, His lost sheep. md 
carries me on His back. Let us not dispute about how righteous or wicbd 1 
am, but about how I can come to Christ• 

48. That is why we must always preach according to bow the people m. 
I have said that this teaching is not good for a coarse.. obstinate pmon. JU1t 
as it is unprofitable to give a rough thresher sugar and costly tonk:s. wbtda 
are suitable for the sick, but you should give him a good piece oflmd brad 
and cheese and a drink of water. Other soft and dainty food an be ..,. 
for the sick or young children, who cannot digest anything hard. '111111 ,aa 
also must take care that you rightly divide it and give to each one bla dae. 
like a wise householder [Luke 12:42). Thus you should retain Mom and „ 
preaching of the Law until you find hard, wicked peopl~ who livt•mliJ 
without fear. Let them eat only rough thresher food; that 1s. let them ._. 

angry Moses, who sends thundcr and lightning down from Momd SinlL • 
slays the children of Israel and destroys thcm in the wildemesa. wbo da•• 
King Pharaoh in the Red Sca, etc. 
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lAt c• thlle are distra.te<L weak hearts and conscJenr-. -·-, 

,__. Iod sheep. kecp quiet about Moses and all th---.. lYbJcb 

i;,r_,, b h e" ..__ 
811._

 bl d1e Law. Speik only a out l e works done through C 0-~ or 

* _.a1 P"• and Jmpress on the poor conscience how He •cts h"at 11 

*IDll,heep. oamely, that He is the dear Good Shepherd who is 
50 
~ 

_.J . ___ --1 about the shttp that He forgets everything el . lllxio11s 

... ~~ 
il . se. af on) tt 

L..1 ... it beck. and does not cease unl He bnngs it home H Y 11e 

caa .,....., . . . e resreta ... _. 

_ _.. 15 stuck. disuessed. and despondent m sm; He cannot t 1 "'...: 

~- . . . 'sh R h o erate ... _. 

he mould R'Jl'llß an SID and peri . al er, He coaxes you With li' "'...: 

1D tbe ki.odest way, so that you come to Hirn and Jet Hirn take and ;~ GOSpd 

00 
Hi.1 shoulders and call you His dear sheep. ry You 

so. You must not give the name "lost sheep" to the crowd that Jives 

security. riotously, unconcerned about whether God above is angry or in 

liua wildgoat that will not Jet itseJfbe protected or restrained. Rath laugbs.th 

h 
,,h er.05e 

people are called •straying, lost s . ee~ w ose sins oppress them and who 

struggle in faith, where the quest1on 1s not about Josing Moses but abo 

losing Christ and His chief article, that is, where the conscience is WOrri= 

and anxious about whether or not God is gracious to him. This is the truc 

sheep which sighs and cries for its Shepherd and wants to be delivered, as 

David says, •1 am Jike a straying and lost sheep, Lord; seek Your servant,• 

etc. (Psalm 119 (:176]). To them, sugar and this pleasantly sweet tonic laste 

good. and by it the heart is revived so that it does not fall into despair, but 

rises again through this comfort, which is not in ~loses but in Christ lt isnot 

that he has Moses as his friend or can quiet him, but that he has a gradous 

God in bis Lord Christ, no matter if Moses remains with bis comfort or not 

SI. Nevertheless, it is also good and should happen that peopJe do not 

live against the Law, rob, steaJ, murder, or wrong and harm his neighbor. 

However, such a life does not produce genuine comfort in the heart, but 

onJy scratches the hide and does not penetrate or remain. When the devil 

comes and attacks the heart, then he takes alJ comfort away. If you have even 

perhaps done right, he brings easily ten tim es as much against it; yes, he can 

easiJy find much that is impure in the very best works and turn everything 

into sin. 
Therefore, nothing is tobe built on such comfort, but on1y bold.Jy takt it 

away and say: •No matter whether I am righteous or not, I wiIJ defer tbis to 

·L- 1 h 
. the cirdt 

wc Pace w ere we are to teach and deal with works. However, in d 

in which I am now standing, there is no va)ue in dealing with my works an 

ripteousness, but only with Christ and His works, which He does for; 
u His lost shup. If you now want to ask whether I am righteous, tben 

1 

limpJy answer: 1No, and J aJso do not want to be in this circle:,, 

i 



DI 
s2. However, lf you ask whether Christ U nghtcou,. Ibm 1 CID.IIJ'~ 

wtthout any doubt and present Him u my righteousoaa and appca1 to Hla 
boldly.1 was baptized upon Hlm. and 1n the Gospel I baw tbeaal llld Jeaa­
that I am His dear sheep, and He iJ the good and rigbteous Shcpbcrcl.., 
seeks His lost sheep and deals with me entirely without the Law. He dernend, 

nothing f rom me, neither drivcs, threatens. nor frightens. but only abows me 
sweet grace. He stoops down, takes me on HimseJL so that I can lie cm Hil 
back and be carried. Why, then, would I be afraid of Moses' aod tbe dml'i 
frightening and thundering? 1 am in the protection of the man who glvaHil 
godliness and everything He has to be my own. who arries me and keepa 
me so that I cannot be lost, because I remain a sheep and do not daJy the 
Shepherd or shamefully fall away from Hirn. 

53. Thus you have the picture presented in the most pleasant way it can 
ever be paintcd. However, it is only dealing with faith. The picture 1s catainly 
good and comforting and is the genuine truth. However, it 1s lacking in that 
we do not sense it as we ought to sense it. When the sheep runs astray-tbal 
is, when man senses his sins oppressing him, does not know where to turn, 

and the devil terrifies him-then he fmds only the opposite and annot gnsp 
that it is true; all that he has heard here entirely escapes him because of bis 
present feelings and expcricnce. The devil has corrupted bis vision so that 
he senses nothing but God's wrath and hostility, by which hls heart is so 
burdened that he cannot rise above it or turn his eycs away from iL Yes. he 
has sunk so deeply into it that in Christ he sees nothing e1se than an angry 
Judge-as He has previously been painted and forced into all hearts by tbe 
shameful Papists-sitting alone on the rainbow with a sword in His mouth 
[cf. Rev. 4:3).7 

54. The devil's real skill and villainy, which he uses against the poor 
straying sheep, is to pervert this picture and put such a deception beforc its 

eyes that it can no longer recognize its Shepherd. Under the name of Cluist 
he leads the person under Moses, so that he disputes about Christ u he did 
before with Moses. He certainly needs a strong faith that it is true, and the 
man must first of all contend with himself about iL His pcrception is stmng 

in and of itself, and then the devil makes sin and fright so great that one's 
innermost being and the heart in the body could vanish. 

55. Therefore, it is not too soon to learn how we should think aboUl 
this. When there is peace, it is easy to believe that Christ is dellghtfully kind. 
However, when anxiety and fright comc along and overwhelm the heut. 
then the person is blind and straying, only wants to judge things acconliog 
t~-~~s heart and perceptions, persists in it, and becomes conftrmed In bis 

. ·-- .... ........ . 

7 Medleval art oftcn dcplctcd Christ in Judgmcnt snted upon • ninbow. bued Oll Ra 413 
and Ezek. 1:28. Sec LW 22:222 n. 12. 
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error. He is caught in lt and cannot think otherwise than thal lt ls so-and 
~t il ls not true. 

56. lt would now bc ttal skill if he could say to hls own hcart: •When you 
ackno~·lcdgc lhat you are a lost sheep. you are corr«t. Howcver, whcn )'Oll 

Willlt to run ilWilf from Hirn bccause of lt. and when you imaginc that He ls 
th~ m.1.11 who wants to chasc and frighten you. then that ls thc devil hlmsclf. 
lf )"OU ~-oulJ look at Hirn corrcctly and rccognizc Hlm as your true Shcpherd, 
you would not be afr.üd or frightened of Hirn. but rathcr run to Hlm with joy 
and confidcncc. He ls not therc because He wants to condcmn you, but He 
comcs lo you and sedcs you so that He can carry you on His back and dclivcr 
and rcdccm you from sin. crror, the dcvil's power. and cvery misfortunc. 

·If you now fecl that you arc a sinncr and havc dcserved God's wrath, 
thcn you should just for that rcason all thc more cry out and run to thc dcar 
Shq,herd so that He delivers you from iL You should not think about Hirn 
any differcntly than thc shecp docs about its shcpherd; it cannot be afraid 
of him, but is checrful and confiden t as soon as it secs and hcars him, even 
if it has run awily from him anJ according to merit would have reason to 
fear him. However. it knows weil that he bears no wrath or hostility toward 
thc sheep. and can cxpect from him nothing but love and cve111hing good.• 

57. Thus here also cverything depends on learning to look correctly only 
at Christ according to thc Word, and not according to your own thoughts 
and perceptions. Human thoughts are false and lies, but His \Vord is true and 
cannot lic. He has also demonstrated this with living deeds and exan1ples. 
and still daily demonstrates it in all Christendom. That is why we must only 
pr:css the \Vord into our hearts, knit ourselves into it, and learn the sk.ill of 
calling our own hearts liars, and set this article against it. Howevcr, this is a 

skill which J do not havc-but the other thoughtless spirits much less. who 
boast much about it as if they could do everything, if they have only heard 

of it once-and yet they never taste or experience anything of iL lt is easy to 

spcak and preach about it, but it is difficult to demonstrate it in rcality; those 

who take a serious intercst in this easiJy expericncc it. 
58. So that is the first sign of the dclightful Christ, painted by Himself 

in this Gospel reading, in which He so pours out His hcart and is so anxious 
about the sheep that He runs aftcr it alone, apart from the ninety-nine, not 
bec.ause He wants to frightcn or hit it but so that He can deliver it. bring it 

back harne. and gladden the miserable, sad hcart and conscience with His 

kind, sweet voice. Thus there is on both sides nothing but sincere love and 
joy in each other, so that you sec how you are very kind and pJeasing to Hirn, 
whcn you ding to Hirn with your whole heart and expect everything good 

from Hirn. 
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59. Sccond, you sec how He poun out His Joy and lncxpra1iblc good­
ncss wlth 1111 kinds of cxtcrnal signs and gcsturcsi for cxamplc, He ls kind 
whcn He has found thc shecp. He docs not at all dcal with il by mcans of 
somc laws or forcc, cven lhough He has the right to drive lt before Hirn likc 
the othcr shccp or Jca,·e it alone. Rathcr, He gocs ahcad and puts it on His 
shouldcrs and carrics it Himself the whole way through the wildcmess. He 
takcs all the work and trouble onto Himself, so that only thc ihccp has rat 
and case; He docs this gladly from the heart and is C\-en f ull of Joy that He has 
it back again. But then Jook also at how good this is for lhe dcar dlecp. how il 
lies in all pcacc and safcty on the Shephcrd"s b2ck. and 1s happy to lit thcre M> 

softiy. and docs not nccd to walk. safc and without an both from dogs and 
wolvcs, that is, fr:om all crror and lies, dangcr and destruclion. This ccrtainly 
is a checrfuJ painting. excellent, dclightful. and comforting to look aL 

60. Our Lord Christ does just thc same whcn He rcdecms us. which He 
oncc did bodily in His suffcring and dying; now, howevtr, He contimwly 
docs this powerfully and spiritua.llr through His Word Thus He puts us on 
His shoulders, carries and protects us, so that wc are safc from all thc danger 
of sin, thc dcvil, and death. even though they frightcn us and appear to want 
to tear us away and dcvour us. His carrying us means lha.t wc get bettcr and 
remain safe from aU misfortune and do not necd to fcar an)1hing, just lib 
the sheep which lies on the shephenl's back and is not attacked. evcn though 
thc dogs hark in hostility and thc wolf slinks about; rather. the shecp drops 
its hcad without any care and slecps. 

So we also, if we stand and remain with faith in this artide: •1 bcli('.·c in 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who suffcred for us, died. and rose again, etc.:' netd 
not worry that we will be lost or that thc devil can devour US. c,·cn though hc 
opens his Jaws wide, etc. Then we are not on our own path, and do not walk. 
with our own feet. but cling to the neck of our dcar Shcphttd and lic on His 
back, whcre we arc cntircly safe. Evcn though sin. death, and hell arc certainly 
wicked and frighten ing, they must certainly ncver dcvour Hirn~ othcrwisc "'"' 
poor shct!p would soon be lost and destroyed. 

61. Similarly, thc shcep cannot protect or provide for itsclf so that it docs 
not go astray, if the shepherd does not always direct and lcad iL lf it docs go 
astray and is lost. it cannot find itself again nor retum to its shcphcrd. Rathcr, 
the shepherd himsclf must go after it and seek it a long time until he finds iL 

Whcn he has found it, he takes lt and carries it on his back. so thal it is not 
again frightencd away from him, huntcd or caught by thc W'Olf. 

So also we can neithcr hclp nor aid ourseh1es, so that wc can ha\'c rest 

and peace of conscience and escape the devil, death. and hell. if Christ docs 

8 See thc S«ond Articlc or thc ApostltS' Crttd (Kolb-Wmgm, pp. 21-22. D,na,r,lw, P. 
16). 
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not HJmwlf bring us back and call us to Himself through His Word. lf we do 

come to Him and do believe. we still cannot keep ourselves In faith or Pass 

tbe tesl. if & Himself does not always llft and carry us through thls sa 

Word and power, bccause the devil everywhere and without ceasing lies ~e 

wait for 115 and prowls around about us •uke a roaring lion" (as St. Peter sa; 
[ 1 Pet. S:8)) to devour us. Thus here it is completely wrong to boast about free 

will or po~rs. neither to b~n nor to continue and persist; rather, Christ. 

our Shq,herd, alone must do everything. 

62. Now, however, we are ccrtain that as long as we lie on Christs bacJc. 

we will remain safe from all fright and misfortune. He will, of course, not Jet 

us be tom from His neck nor thrown from Hirn, because He is so cheerful 

and of good courage that He has the sheep back and can bring it to the rest of 

the flock. In short, there is no fright, force, or demanding, but only cheerful 

carrying and only the life of grace10 by which He cares most tenderly for His 

shttp. On the other band, Moses was not like a shepherd of poor10 weak shcep, 

but of rough, strong cattle, as he drove his herd ahead of hirn with his staff 

and rod three days' journey into the wilderness until they were tired [Exod. 

3: 1; 15:22 J. That is proper for hard, rough people. 

63. We also, when we come under Moses-namely, according to the 

flesh and external life-must ourselves go and do what the Law demands. 

However, according to our faith we are not to tolerate anyone forcing a work 

on us or requiring it from us. but only Jet ourselves be carried and lifted up 

most easily. not on horse and wagon. but lying on His own back and shoul­

ders. As I have said, this happens when He sends the preaching of His Word 

to us, that He died for us and on the cross was carrying our sins in His body, 

has pul the devil along with death and sin und er His f eet, and has Jed us 'into 

etemal life. He always carries us as long as we live, so that we need not Jook at 

how righteous our life is and how strong we are, but only lie on His shoulders. 

In this drcle or artide we need not be concerned about any sin, death, or life; 

rather, we have everything in Christ. who carries and preserves us. 

64. Now, He does not have enough in these two points-that He so 

kindly seeks the lost sheep and carries it so gently and joyfully-but when He 

brings it home He also prepares an especially joyous f east and calls together 

His neighbors and friends so that they can rejoice with Hirn. Yes, He makes 

it so large that God in heaven together with all the heavenly hosts, and all 

creatures with them. rejoice over one poor sinner who repents [Luke 15:7). 

~y this He points out and explains who He caUs His lost sheep, namely, one 

smner who repents. that is, who feels his sins and is sincerely sorry for them; 

he wouJd gladly be freed from them, come to Christ. and amend his life, also 

outwardly. That is what it means to have a miserably sorrowful heart and a 

battered conscience, which the deviJ attacks so that it might sink Jnto pain 
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n, 

and sorrow. He ls also the kind of man who doa not scck or carry I abap 
unless lt 1s lost and knows of no ald or help ln ltsell. 

65. Now look. how could He prcach more kindly and comfortingly! Or 
what more should He do to make the heart checrful and awakm I atrong 
confldence in Hirn? We sec such a shephcrd. which He Hlmself paintl far 111 
poor sinners, a shepherd who so reluctanlly loses bis shcq, and sccb il ao 
ardcntly. and when he finds lt carries it with all Joy and spreada thb Joy so 
that all angels and saints-yes, all creatures-rejoice and klndly smile wilh 
hlm ovcr us, that cven thc sun must shine more swectly. lt naturally happem 
that whcn someone is sorrowful, evcn thc sun and evcrythlng hc sea loob 
gloomy to him. On the othcr hand, when thc hcart is cheaful. thm hc loob 
even more cheerful, and all things appear brightcr and dcarer to h1m. 

66. Now, whoever could firmly bclievc th1s would also reaiYe genuine 
comfort and joy in and through the Lord Christ. bccausc he has here thc 
certain promise that if he clings thllS to Christ and lcts himselfbe canied on 
His shoulders, then he is a dear guest in thc kingdom of beaven and will be 
received with all joy. 

67. However, the sorrow and dcprcssion of thc conscience fcel much 
different, when the heart can think nothing eise than that a-cry angcl stands 
behind hirn with a drawn sword, so that hc can obtain joy neither from God 
nor from angels. Some in this condition cannot look at any acature with 
joy, are afraid of the sun itself, and even of evcry rustllng lcat All of this 
is because they bite and devour thcmselves with thcir own thoughts. They 
would gladly get out of this and would work hard to fecl that thcy\\-ere righ­
teous so that they would not need to be afraid-but in that way they only 
make the evil worse. 

68. However, if you would obtain genuine comfort and joy in your hcart. 
then just learn tobe impressed with this delightful picture and Word ofthis 
Gospel, so that you seek it where it is to be sought. namely. in Christ and 
nowhere eise. In this man you find everything, if only you mnaln under His 
protection and on His shoulders. HowC\·er. whatevcr comfort can be sooght 
apart from Hirn does not enter the heart. cvcn if you had thc bclp of aD aa• 
tures and bad in one place all the world1s joy and pleasure. 
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