| m all drawing near to hear Him, And
. '” ], saying, “This man receives sinners

sble: "What man of you, having a hundred shee i
ﬂ‘m not leave the ninety-nine in the open cowf:’ {
at is lost, until he finds it? And when he has found
ulders, rejoicing. And when he comes home, he cqj)s
s and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, forl
ep that was lost. Just so, I tell you, there will be more Jjoyin
s sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons
m, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light
sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? And when
ud it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice
Jfor I have found the coin that I had lost. Just so, I tell you, there is

Gospel reading contains the teaching we regard and praise as
“teaching and which is

s a very delightful and pleasant admonition to repentance and the
of Christ. Itis always sad when a godless, impudent person hears
nt, comforting, and cheerful preaching. It is much sadder when
Hinishes learning it 5o soon and masters it so that he imagines he
0 well that he need not learn anything more from it. Nevertheless,
Lord does not become put off or tired of annually—even every

ing and urging it, as if He knew nothing else to preach and had
ther to say. We poor, miserable people so quickly become far too
~and in addition so satiated, weary, and bored—that we have no

 or love for it.
ever, before we take up the article taught here, we want first to
Luke says in the introduction to show why Christ preached
collectors and all kinds of sinners came to Christ because
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they wanted to be near Him and listen to His words” [Luke 15:1). He frankly
and openly expresses what kind of people He had about Him, namely, those
who lived openly as they should not live and were known as complete sinners
and evil people. It could scem that the Pharisees had sufficient reason to fault
Him, who wanted to be a godly, holy man, for associating with such people.

3, At that time people here and there in the land rented from the Romans
a city, a toll, or another area of administration or office and gave them a
speciﬁed amount of money from it; they were called tax collectors, Likewise
now, the Turks or the Venetians put someone into a city or an office and set
so many thousand gulden' a year which he must give them from it; whatever
he can extort over that is his. Thus those who collected such tolls and the
money imposed acted so that they had their profit from it. Because the sum
[they had to pay] was large, set for a city or an office, these officials had to
exploit people very confidently so that they would have full benefit from it
Their masters were so strict with them that they could not acquire much
[for themselves], if they wanted to act justly and overcharge no one. This is
why they were infamous in every land for being exploiters, in whom much
godliness and honesty were not to be sought.

4, Similarly, people called the other great crowd “sinners™ in general,
who otherwise were rough people and openly lived a shameful, wild life in
greed, prostitution, etc. Such people happened to come to Christ because
they wanted to listen to Him, because they had heard that He was an excellent
teacher and did many miracles.

5. Nevertheless, there is a spark or two of virtue and righteousness in
them, since they have a desire for Christ and would gladly listen to His
preaching. They want to see what He does, because they know He is a righ-
teous man, and they hear nothing but good from Him both in words and
works, even though their character did not at all agree or harmonize with
His life. Nevertheless, they are not hostile to Him, nor do they flee from Him;
rather, they run to Him and seek nothing evil from Him, but want to see and
hear something good from Him; there is hope that they can be reformed.

6. On the other hand, the Pharisees and the scribes, who were regarded
and celebrated as the most righteous and holy, are still such poisonous vermin
that they are not only hostile to Christ and do not want to see or hear Him,
but they also cannot bear that the poor sinners should come to Him and
listen to Him so that they might be improved. They even grumble and fault
Him for letting them come to Him and for tolerating them, and say: “Look,
is this the very holy man? Who will now say that He is from God, since He
associates with such evildoers and wicked people?” Yes, He is a “glutton” (as

1 See sermon for Easter Sunday on Mark 16:1-8, fn. 7.
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these holy people, not becqy...
hem, butonly because He lets th:,:s;H"
despise them. [They thought) that Ee
a gray coat, looked sad, and beer, Se 3
» saw such tax collectors and sinners I;:‘
turned His eyes away, so that He would' no:
people, they were accustomed to do this, Isaiah
o k;ptthemselves so pure that Lhey could not
1ched them [Isa. 65:5]. This also can be seep in the
J of how the Pharisees became angry at Christ becauge
uched by the sinful woman. These are the ones who
m \thlm and who wanted to dictate to Him and make
5 HB shouldactand live in a holy way. This is why they grumpe
' He does not stick to them and avoid such public sinners, as they do,
s Christ is also a little obstinate and shows here that He simply
« told what to do or be restrained in anything. Everywhere in the
i seen that there is a special obstinacy in this man, who was oth-
B gentle, willing, and helpful man than anyone else on earth,
- o when they come to Him with laws and want to tell Him what to ?'
&Maﬂ iendship is over; He is repulsed and recoils as when you strike |
n anvil, and He says and does only the opposite of what they demand from |

s

i mng!mu people and not to sinners.” This is a precious teaching taken
om Scripture, for Moses himself writes that they should avoid the wicked

‘can be pierced, shot, and killed, but not captured. He does the same; even
ough people want to attack and capsize Him with laws, He does not toler-
rips through it as through a cobweb and gives them a good lecture:
le, when they accused His disciples of plucking heads of grain 07
% md alleged God's command to rest on the Sabbath, etc. [Exod.
ng it completely around, ripped through the command, and
opposite both with Scripture and examples (Matthew 12 [=1'8]s
en He tells the apostles that He will suffer and be crucified, an




do not intend what is Goih, at
10. In summary, wherever tﬁgy

will not keep any law as if He had to o'
comes from Himself, no law is so small"'&t
do much more than the law could demand, so tha e
man could be found, if He is not told what to do. :
deeply that He washes and kisses the feet of His t o
and Himself protects the disciples at night (as the
which are certainly to be believed). He even Hims ifs
that people would serve Me, but so that [ would serve e
20: 28] :
This certainly includes works of the Law, but not - lf
from the Law or through the Law. We can see in His life thn‘ -

cerned that He mlght lose His mind or harm His body _
does everything He should and can, except that He will be ur nco
have no laws imposed on Him. If someone tries to do tlm. th
it and defends Himself most firmly. Thus He is both the most ot
the kindest of all, and at the same time there is no more stubborn
man, who will do nothing to which people want to compelmm ht
and yet He does everything and overflows like a flood with goo
only people let Him do them of Himself, without trying to tell H
do or to teach Him, gl
11. This has now been written down as an example, so t
learn what a genuine Christian man He is according to the §
judge Him according to the Law nor tell Him what to. do from
ness. Christ is our Lord so that He can make out of us such pe
Himself is. Just as He does not allow people to bind Him with la
Lord over the Law and all things, so also a Christian's faith
that. We are to be so exalted and liberated through Ch
that our conscience by faith knows of no law, but is si
do or condemned by it. We are to feel nothing else in
our conscience than that there has never been any law
nor one commandment, neither God’s nor the popesT



A ; hnaw‘&no‘ hw" nor do 1 W‘n}
which we become Chrigy;
0 also all laws. For if there are no Works, 11,
nand the works and say: *You sha]] 4, this Sre
h Baptism and Christ's blood e e 3 Yoy
< I Simp}
ustified out of pure grace and mercy, and alsg |y befP Y
is, 1 say, is our treasure according to whicr, . . ¢
continue before God. How we live in flegh,
1 life does not belong here.
Christian must learn to control his conscience pef,
s it be taken captive by no law. Rather, if sOmeone waore
faith in that way, he should be and act against it, as Christ d:ts
elsewhere. He acts so obstinately, unusually, and wonderfully th:
or legalist can get along with Him, even though otherwise He is
ablest, gentlest, and friendliest man.
However, this is a very great skill, which no one else knows ¢
e alone; He was the master, who could repulse all laws and teachers of the
' Law. However, we cannot do this, for the devil has free play in our flegh and
‘blood, when he lays hold of a man’s conscience and calls him to account for
ﬁhehzsdone and not done and disputes with us about both our sjng and
mh this way the man is led into a clay pit and deep mud, so that
" he cannot get out and only sinks deeper and deeper. It weighs on him like
_ g 1lf’hvylmnlen and oppresses him, so that he cannot rise above it, but goes
" and torments himself about it and cannot be satisfied. I also feel in myself
~ that] cannot get out of the hole, even if [ work constantly and kill myself
 over it, so that I might rise above the Law and accomplish so much that it
b ~ would have to be quiet and say, “All right, now you have done enough; now1
- am satisfied with you!” But that does not solve it, for it is such a deep pit out
- of which no one can climb, even with the help of all the world, as those who
~ have attempted it and still daily experience can testify with me.
15, Now, the cause of this is that our whole nature is so very ready to
- beoccupied with works and laws and to follow those who say: “Why does
g mﬂ! with tax collectors and sinners? [Matt. 9:11]. If He would eat and
~ drinkwith us, then He would do right” Likewise: “Why do Your disciples
Pl ihem of grain and do what we should not do on the Sabbath?” et&
3 jmmlm want to deal and dispute with the Law continually unti
'ﬂwwu are righteous” [Our whole nature] cannot rise higher .nOf
Tstand more than that the teaching of the Law is the highest teachuilf;
righteousness is the best life before God. Thus it eternally rema

Slye it, it can
nd bound to the Law, When it undertakes and attempts it, 1
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ever get to the point that it quiets the Law, so that ae
:cquire or punish in it, but it must remain captive to :‘h;: an
eternal prison. The longer it defeats and kills itself with the Law. :hgmml:
becomes until it peris}l;es. ; ; s,

16. What, then, s ould I do when the Law attac
conscience because I feel that I do not do what it reqmﬁ:;e‘qmdnm@%?
how stiff-necked Christ is, and how He is obstinate and lets no hw bc forced
on Him, even if it is taken from God’s commandments. Learn to do the same :
and simply say to it: “Dear Law, defer your debating and go your way, for |
have nothing now to do with you. Yes, just because you come and w;m to
talk with me and ask how righteous I am, I will not listen to you. What counts
before this Judge, before whom we are now disputing, is not what I am and
should do or not do, but what Christ is, gives, and does. We are now in the
bedroom, where bride and groom should be alone, where it is improper for
you to enter or to say anything”

17. Nevertheless, it always knocks and says, “Yes, but you should do good
works and keep God's commandments if you want to be saved.” Answer once
again: “Listen up, it is wrong to talk about that. I already have my righteous-
ness and the chief part of all salvation without any works, in my Lord Christ.
[ was already saved before you came, so that I need nothing at all from you"
Where works do not count (as I have said), the Law does not count either, and
where there is no Law, there is also no sin [cf. Rom. 5:13]. Therefore, nothing
should rule in her bedroom except the bride alone with Christ, in whom she
has everything together and lacks nothing that is necessary for salvation.
The Law, when it wants to attack the conscience, must be left outside with its
drumming and piping, and be confidently despised and repudiated. It does
not belong here; it comes at the wrong time. In addition, it wants to make
a great ado where it should not intrude. Here we are in the article [of faith]
which says, “I believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, who suffered, died, and rose
again for me,” etc., before which Moses, the emperor, and God's laws must
yield. [This article] banishes anything that would dispute with me about sin,
right or wrong, and everything I can do.

18. Look, in this way Christ wants to de
we as Christians according to our faith will tolerate no other master, but

simply cling to the fact that we were baptized and called to Christ. Through
Him we were justified and sanctified and say: “This is my claim, my trea-
sure, my work, and everything against sin and wrong (which the Lawcando
and bring against me). If you want to have another claim, work, law, or sin,
then do with them what you want, but they cannot stay with me” This is the
way for a man to defend himself and withstand the devil's promptings and

2 The Second Article of the Apostles’ Creed (Kolb-Wengert. PP 91-22; Concordia, p. 16).

pict for us this freedom, so that
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osesand Christ, works and faith, co’,',i‘:.“‘ev- o
: ﬁ’lﬂhm me lndmy heal‘t: then itis o
.M.not go» then confidently bap;g), i:ime
| and

_P. ' ag Bood works when | can at the ,
10 . However, here where my cOmCizroPer
Dce jg

know nothing about them. Leave me in pea
u mm or not doing. I listen neither to Mg:e. and
or. Christ alone will rule here and be ev S¢S nor
it at His feet and listen to His Word. Martha,e}l;z:“"g. Just
be occupied in the kitchen, do her housework, ever, can
peace [Luke 10:38-42]"
at if 1 stll always have sin in me, is this really not right?” A
] am certainly a sinner and do wrong. Ho " ANSwer;
of it or run into hell or flee from the Liw I‘;Z:er’ I-do ot despay
_, - which are above Moses, through which I tai<e hol:l Zt; 1}1412'1 claitn ang
en hold of me [Phil 3:12], and hold onto Him who has emblm who hag
~ism. laid me in His bosom, through th raced me n
Baptism, laid me In som, through the Gospel has advanced
hdipin all His benefits, and commands me to believe in Hice g
 is, there] can command the Pharisees, Moses with his tabletsr)n’. s -
 with their books, and all people with their works at once to {) y: I_aWYefS
7&“-’[11:0 no law has any right to accuse or make demands evf:e,c,l lil;elt }:md
: .‘ - i::;,mnor cando it, for in Christ I have in abundance everything I n::l
 20.This,1 say, is the Christian’s teachi : :
~ where Christ reigns and the conscience dl:aglsa:r?t;kél,; - it only belongs
" notpreached to rough, impudent, and o
o 7 mpu ent, and thoughtless people, for they under-
~ stand nothing about this and (as St. Peter also says [2 P :
pervert this doctrine to their own destructi Thy ot. 216]) twiei el
¥ - c . .
B good works? ’ say: y in the world do I need to do
? What does it hurt if I am a sinner? H : :
e Ean” cic. Now: this also r? Has Christ not abolished
s vt an : s 0 is wrong, for here you must also look at Christ
e e, at what else He does. Here He Himself says that Heis the
man w seeks the poor lost sheep [Luke 15:4-6 3
' v thic A :4-6], and then demonstrates it
b So you see th ing the sinners and tax collectors and preaching
B e at He.does much more than the Law has commanded,
S 'y'u: W:Ilh His e:sample to do the same.
'&kmp;o'm that He will not be under the Law, and, on the other
o ng that He even wants to do much more than the LaW can

and leave my

the First Tablet
£ of the Law (Exod. 20:3-11) and the Second Tablet of the Law (Exod




:iethout the Law. St sz
hﬂd freedom as a cover ]
(1 Peter 2 [:16]). Paul says, “Now tha
servants of righteousness” (RomawG
with a free conscience without the eg
21. If the Gospel is truly in thehgm,@ brod
wait a long time until the Law comes but,h,m |
desire and love for what is good, that he Shdbl ol
wherever he can out of a free heart, before he ew
He risks his body and life, and cares nothing abom v
is thus full of good works which flow forth from hin
would not be compelled to pick up a single straw, bpf_ '
Himself be nailed to the cross for me and all the \mtld
sheep. This is truly work on top of work.
22. Therefore, learn now to distinguish well, put M.\ WD
order, and divide them so that, when it comes to the point at th
sin are disputing with your conscience, you can confidently
and tell him to be quiet. You can turn him out onto your ol¢
Moses can take to school, dispute with hlm and say: * una.,

can.” For this lazy rascal who will not move, whose hands |
whose feet will not go where they should, whosc eyes are nOt c

say to Moses) “I will gladly listen and follow you.nam y- 4
and the righteousness of my conscience before God—you ca
hands and my life like a taskmaster among the servants ofthe us
tell me to be obedient, chaste, patient; to do good to my neighbo
poor, pra:se and glonfy God; to let myself be reviled m{lr

ing to my external man.” “The spirit is mllmg. sqys Cl
willing, even though the flesh is weak” [Matt. 26:41].
circumcised [Luke 2:21], brought sacrifices to the temple (L
Himself be scourged and crucified—none of whidl Ve

nor could the Law demand it from Him.

.........

4 Le., the First Tablet and Second Tablet of the Im!.
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ymmnt to grasp further, where you ShOMd.H_.Hw

3 M anscience, then 1 will neither listen to nor logk N0t go, ing
e a different, huge. jnexpressible treasure, who is called C]:t YOUThaye
' Ba otism and Gospel. In summary, as far as the external person iﬁSt With j, _
, pose of do too much, but you are not to impose S Concerpe 4
i » 1f the Spirit who brings us Christ is preseman ythl“s at &li
e says, “No law has been given to the “gh't the person j;
[1 Tim. 1:9], and yet he nevertheless does more than he co ul.;Ous Persop®
according to the flesh. According to the flesh we are nothing but : ccomplis,

o5 far as our person is concerned we would have to remain COnde,;nnem' and
the Law. However, bec ned undey

ause of Christ and Baptism we soar high above 4] la
Ws,

24. Thus Moses is to carry on his coarse work apart from Ch ‘

3 3 2 1

he urges on those who are not Christians, or even the old man. 3 dnst. as |
of the world. He does not in that W;yl;:]l: ath“

¢ the

them righteous in the eyes
Christians good or righteous, but what he does do is show them their off
ice,

which they gladly do according to the Spirit. Although the flesh do |
want to nor can follow the Spirit, and so still needs to be admonish:: not |
restrained, pevertheless the conscience remains free, because the Law hasand
right to accuse and condemn it before God. Therefore, we must let themrl;: .
such teaching and admonishing in Christendom (as the apostles also did) ;
so that each one is exhorted and reminded of what he should do in his estate. |
55. However, we must let Moses rule over the others who are no; |
Christians and trouble them with both fist and conscience, so that he can
force and afflict them t0 do what is right and omit what is wrong, even if they
donotdoit willingly. Such are the shameful rabble and stiff-necked people, !
who do not esteem Of understand the freedom of Christ, even though they

can prattle and brag about the Gospel, which they only misuse to their shame.

They ought to know that they belong under Moses.
These people, d imagine that they do not

need the Gospel, or else know it well, cannot grasp this teaching. Rathef;
only those whose consciences dispute with the Law because of their sins

and God's wrath, and are frightened and feel it, [can grasp this teaching], $0
that their heart says: “Woe is me i1 I stand before

| How have I lived? How W
God?” Thus they go about all too fearful and timid while the others aré
too obstinate and arrogant, O

that they do not feel or esteem any Jaw or theif
sin and distress. Thus both are app

ortioned incorrectly: Those who s.ho
have nothing to do with the Law have all too much—Ye$ they onl
others, however, who should only feel it are not 2

the more you try to frighten them with the Law 2 d
obstinate they become. Therefore, they needa diffe-rent md 2
hangman and the jailer—who teaches them that if they Y

who go about in security an
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goodin God's name, then they have to do it in someone
as their reward no thanks, but hellfire and all affliction,
26. On the contrary, here and everywhere (as ] have said) Christ wants
both with His example and with His preaching to teach us, who feel our -
and the burden of the Law and would gladly be Christians, that we should
accustom ourselves to resist it, to point it away {rom us to Him, and not to
leave room for the devil. Through the Law he wants to break open Christ's
bridal chamber and sit in His place, that is, take away the conscience’s -
and comfort in order to drive the man into despair, so that he cannot lift up
his head or his heart before God. It is the Christians’ skill o learn and know
something more than the ordinary, vulgar crowd knows and can
namely, that they can fight with the devil and withstand him when he attacks
us and wants to dispute with us from Moses. We should not grant him any
disputations and dealings, but simply point him away from Moses to Christ
and remain with Him. But he acts in such a way that he cunningly brings us
away from Christ under Moses, for he knows that if he accomplishes this,
then he has already won.

27. Therefore, see to it that you do not let yourself be led astray or enticed
out of this circle. Rather, even though he reproaches you with many things
from the Law, which is also God’s Word, which you are obliged to obey,
yet you can answer him and say: “Listen up! I do not want to know or hear
about any law. We are now in the circle and on the place where people do
not ask what they are to do or not to do. I certainly know ahead of time that
['have not done nor do I do what the Law requires. Rather, the question is
how we are to obtain a gracious God and the forgiveness of sins and learn
the article about Christ. I will remain in the Lord Christ’s arms, hang around
His neck, and crawl into His Baptism, no matter what the Law tells me or
my heart feels. If we only keep this chief point pure and this castle firm and
well secured, then I will gladly do and suffer outwardly as much as people
inflict on me.

28. Whoever would learn this skill well would be a genuinely perfect
man, as Christ was. He was so far above all laws that He dared to call even
St. Peter a devil [Matt. 16:23, the Pharisees fools [Matt. 23:17, 19] and blind
leaders [Matt. 15: 14], and to contradict Moses and tell him to be quiet. Thus
He lived entirely without any laws, and yet fulfilled all laws. He was both
Proud and obstinate against everything which would bind and take Him
Captive, and yet He was also, of His own self, useful and subject to all people.

29. However, the flaw is always that we can never genuinely leamn this;
rather, the devil is in the way and leads us to turn it around, so that we are
only all too willing and submissive to listen to everything the Law says and
' be frightened because of it, when we should be obstinate and not listen or
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't r hand, outwardly we want to exercise our

o Mm’ﬁdemly lfﬂ!Ct the b(fdy and train j Wiu:m allyg,

= mmmhjng that gives it pain because j still ¢q theh‘@
.ns outside, where it should remain, ang has it in

ﬁn-’ Mingan
gin remains ua,
»wn and force it. Inwardly, however, no sin or law shomz ):ﬁ;s“

el bu‘
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it alone should rule with pure grace joy, and comfort. Thep,
| w be right. and the man would be prepared for every good, ;‘;;ﬂhing
.ﬂ'mmmm ok ing w;th pleasure and a Willmg, Cheerful heart to dO
e the grace of God through Christ. » Out of

' honest faith in
hoever can, let him thank God and note that e

- . Now; W

hnj:l 1o well nor presume that he has great skill. I and thoge | ﬂ?eoes not

hat yet know it as we should know it, even though we have attempted i:ne ®

of all and worked at it for along time. It is, as I have said, a skill whicp, y :;
ne

can do except the Christians, and they have to remain students and learn it
their lives. The exception is the other secure spirits, who can do evgfﬂh‘aﬂ
chemselves; however, even though they presume that they have this skijj thm
know nothing at all about it and thereby depart very far away from i't. 1;:
more disagreeable thing or greater misery or harm happens to Christendom
than through such sophists, through whom everything becomes fy]| of
factions and sects. They are people who serve neither God nor the worlg,
and really listen to neither the Law nor the Gospel, but securely despise the
former and become bored with the latter, and always seek some other teach-
ing. However, we do not preach for their sake, since they are unworthy and
are punished by God so that they never learn it or retain any ofit, even if they
do listen to it. Thus we alone retain it, and they take nothing from it, except
that they hear the empty tone and sound of it.

That is the first part of what Christ teaches here with this Gospel reading.
Now we want to look also at the beautiful preaching of the Lord, as He begins
and says, “What man is there among you who has a hundred sheep and, ifhe
loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go

after the lost one until he finds it?” etc. [Luke 15:4].°

I1

31. He—the Lord Christ—is not only obstinate, so that
follow their teaching and mastery, but He also shows good reas
refutes them with very excellent skill, and shuts them up, s0 tha
nothing to grumble against it. He even hems them in with their 0
and example so that they have to be ashamed in their hearts that

. = 2, beglo®
Luther’s August 23, 1532, sermon ends here, and his sermon of Augus! 24,159

~ With paragraph 31,

He will not
ons for this,
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and dear sophists, woul&
poor sinners who desire Me ar
you yourselves for the sake of on
single one out of a hundred! You
wilderness (that is, in the field with
hundredth and have no rest untll

people as you do with sheep, even thonghm no
a soul and everything that lives and moves of dlau
17:28]? Should you not, then, be ashamed in your
Me for such a work which is immeasurably better than
yourselves praise and must praise? If you rebukg Me,
condemn yourselves.” it
33, This is what it means to give a good answer, "5{ —
all honor, and point out sufficient reasons why He does not at a
to tell Him what to do—yes, He will not and should not tolerate!
against Him, as is right, so that they obtain nothing but 1 y
shame. It truly is a shame to all masters, even an unbea
that they should dare to criticize the man who was made
God. It also happens (as I have said) that whoever wants t
a Christian, lead him away from his Baptism and the article about
and govern him with his cleverness and laws not only has to
but also causes abomination and murder. He desecrates God'
sanctuary and meddles with devilish wickedness in His kir
alone is to rule through His Holy Spirit. He fully deserves’
should make him into sin and shame before all the world, be
to be a master in the devil's name where Christ alone is maste
head against the man who is too high and wise forhim. =
34. This is why it is not good to make fun of Christians, for

saints, and let all the world have nothing to do w
Christ, since they gain no advantage over Him, and He
they should teach Him and tell Him what to do. So 'h
and should not tolerate it, for if he does tolerate it,
to such suggestions, in which people want to fault
or attack his faith with the Law and the teadlins :
has fallen away from Christ. Therefore, let us on
attention even if all the world outthinks uunll
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Him and retain the true understand] _
i T Y ng of
. mmemdowﬂhww all such sophistsg; ';h::lé :l‘licle, th
not let them rebuke Him and tell Him what to g, “ l:t sh
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« _mmmwmkmwledgeHImasmeir Lord and Mg ther
g ' as fools, or with hostility be ruined and destroyed, ter, and th,msﬂv

~ 35. However, I have said before that this preachip i tvey
sweet, and comforting for the coarse, rough crowd ap f tl: Much tgg g, o
rabble. We do not preach anything to them so that they will L'lhad, harden, d
to those who are in fright and anguish of conscience or ip g OW it, by only
of death, with whom the devil is disputing about their sjng "anger ang Peril
them into melancholy and despair. We should hold out this dl r;_°rder to pus,
to them, so that they will be comforted and cheerful. The oi}llght&ll Picture
who have previously lived riotously and know very little abo :rs, however’
and spiritual sadness, should be pointed to Moses and MasteruHmel‘ancholy
servants, and then to the devil. This picture is too cheerful and :]ns and hjg
than anyone can paint; no one is so eloquent that he can finish a::h better
it with words. Rather, it must be grasped (as much as possible) wnh?ptm
the heart. Nevertheless, we must point out a little of it, so that we give :;hmm
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for meditating on it.
36. “I also have,” He says, “a hundred sheep,” that is, the flock of

all Christendom, “one of whom is lost and gone out of the fellowship of
Christendom. Now, if you want to know what My mind is like, then just

depict well both such a shepherd and the lost sheep!”
37. That shepherd who is only a man and watches over the irrational

animals which were created to be slain and butchered nevertheless hasa

heart for his lost sheep, so that he is just as anxious to get the sheep backas
the sheep itself is to find its shepherd. When the sheep understands (as it

naturally does) that he is its shepherd, it is not at all afraid of him, but runs
m with complete trust. Yes,

him and has no rest
dship and love
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thing but its
Jan than

shepherd. On the other hand, the shepherd has no
4 4 y from him and straye®
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to him with all confidence and goes on before hi
as soon as it only hears his voice, it bleats and runs after
until he comes to it. Thus there naturally is nothing but frien
between them both; yes, there is one heart and mind toward

the sheep could speak and pour out its heart, it would desire no
other care Of P

how he can again find the sheep which has gone awa i
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When it hears that voice, it runs straight to h
pomted away from him, even if all the world sh

is lost or straying, it still has the hope—as mdm,
if only it again hears its shepherd, it will be cheerful
shepherd also is not there to be angry with it when he |
it or toss it into the wolf’s jaws; rather, all his cares and pl:
it in the most friendly way and treat it in the WW e tak
own back, lifts, and carries it, until he brings it hmne; pain.
39. That is the picture painted in this creature, th
wants to show us what His mind-set is, what He does for us,
to expect from Him. While this is true in nature, it is much
kingdom of Christ, which is a kingdom of grace and not
consolation. Therefore, let this sheep which belongs to this'
for you, and you will find how much more and higher an inte
in it and how very sincerely and cheerfully He cares for it, in o1
it. In this way He wants to amphfy and even pour out His unse

yet it does not find Him. Rather, it always runs from one ¢
and strays more and more. It has no comfort or relief until '_f )

other something else about special holiness; and eldl )
sheep to himself and pretends to be the Shepheld.m sh
more astray until it loses its way entirely. i
41. Then the devil comes along with his own thot
onto the heart: “If only you had done or not done this
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 more flighty and stray more, s0 that it does not kn

heard. No matter what people teach, advise, or point gy ;
| nes worse and comes closer to destruction, unless the try out, jt
: .F'“m to him with His own voice. ¢ Sh
" 42 Therefore, we should now learn to know and think aboyt
5 Christ correctly, s0 that we do not regard Him to be a tyrant or our Lorg
 judgefas people have previously preached about Him and as theq e:illl angry
% the heart), as if He stands behind us with a sword, l:l:t"h

presents Him to
[we should regard Him) as the sheep naturally regards its shepherd, noltcr.
at

all as one who wants to frighten, hunt, and strike it down, but as oo
sees him, it becomes happy, obtains hope as if it has already been deli:: asit
no longer needs to fear or worry, but at once runs to him with all COnﬁde
43. Thus if we are to begin to be confident, strengthened, and co mfoenoe.
then we must learn to recognize our Shepherd's voice well and to abandom
other voices, which only lead us astray, hunt us, and drive us back and forth,
We should listen to and grasp only the article that Christ presents to us as
kindly and comfortingly as it can ever be painted. Then we can say with full

confidence: "My Lord Jesus Christ is truly the only Shepherd, and I, unfor-

tunately, am the lost sheep which has run astray. I am fearful and anxious

and would gladly be righteous and have a gracious God and peace in my
conscience. Now | hear that He is as anxious about me as I am about Him. |
am anxious and distraught about how I can come to Him to be delivered. He
is anxious and concerned and desires nothing else than to bring me again

to Himself”
44 If we could paint His heart in that way, and imprint on our hearts that

He has such overflowing longing, anxiety, and desire for us, then we could
not be horrified or afraid of Him, but would cheerfully run to Him, stay

with Him alone, and listen to no other teaching or master. Wherevera dif-
is Moses or something else, it certainly

so that we can have neither rest
to Me, all who are ]aboring an
ou, and you will find rest for

only

ferent teaching comes in, whether it
does nothing else than hunt and afflict us,
nor peace. That is why Christ says: “Come
burdened, I will revive you. Take My yoke on'y
your souls, etc. (Matthew 11 [:28-29])). Itis as if He meant to say: “Run ah
seek wherever you want, hear and learn everything people can preach b
you will find no rest or peace of heart except in Me alone” Tl
45. We are glad to have preaching about a good ]|f.c, the ;
Commandments, and all kinds of teaching. However, when It co‘mfsms’
preaching to the conscience which is stuck in anxiety and fright ovéf fts :
L. then on your life no other words should sound forth except about o excep!
Rﬁ - poor, lost sheep neither should nor can have and tolerate any mas

“This certainly happens when Christ is out of our Slghto :n: {f'@
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sheep with all its need, sin, and
the sheep is supposed to do, as:

46. Here we must dearly

at least you meant it well,” etc. This is also a‘ ' ,‘“J.'-.ﬁ" dm
long, and it cannot sustain the blows. This means to bec
and no higher than by yourself in that way, no poor

to its Shepherd $
47. However, if it is to be delivered, it must be Ihomr_ ;ﬁ
Shepherd, who comes and seeks it so that He can bring it bac
voice be heard. Then it can receive genuine comfort, so that it d:
Moses and say: “I now no longer respect either your comfort frigh
matter how bad you can make it, even if you make me intoa .r
and again and say that I hanged my father and mother. Now, however,
because I am in anguish and fright before God's wrath and eternal da
tion, I will not listen to you nor follow you. I feel and confess m
am, unfortunately, a poor lost sheep. But my salvation and comfc
I rely is that I have the Shepherd who Himself seeks me, His lost s
carries me on His back. Let us not dispute about how rlghm
am, but about how I can come to Christ.” :
48. That is why we must always preach according to how the
I have said that this teaching is not good for a coarse, obstinate
as it is unprofitable to give a rough thresher sugar and costly te
are suitable for the sick, but you should give him a good piece of
and cheese and a drink of water. Other soft and dainty food
for the sick or young children, who cannot digest anything hard.
also must take care that you rightly divide it and give to each
like a wise householder [Luke 12:42]. Thus you should retain M
preaching of the Law until you find hard, wicked P‘ﬂl’l .
without fear. Let them eat only rough thresher food; that is,
angry Moses, who sends thunder and lightning down m
slays the children of Israel and destroys them in ﬂlb
King Pharaoh in the Red Sea, etc. el T
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he should remain in sin and perish. Rather, He coaxes you with Hjs Ge
you come to Him and let Him take and Carryosyl;d
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d call you His dear sheep.
give the name “lost sheep” to the crowd that iy,
rned about whether God above is angry or la:s in
Jike a wild goat that will not let itself be protected or restrained. Rather, u,g;:
people are called “straying, lost sheep” whose sins oppress them and whg
struggle in faith, where the question is not about losing Moses but aboy;
Josing Christ and His chief article, that is, where the conscience is worried
and anxious about whether or not God is gracious to him. This is the true
sheep which sighs and cries for its Shepherd and wants to be delivered, as
David says, 1am like a straying and lost sheep, Lord; seek Your servant
etc. (Psalm 119 [:176)). To them, sugar and this pleasantly sweet tonic taste
good, and by it the heart is revived so that it does not fall into despair, but
rises again through this comfort, which is not in Moses but in Christ. It is not
that he has Moses as his friend or can quiet him, but that he has a gracious
God in his Lord Christ, no matter if Moses remains with his comfort or not.
51. Nevertheless, it is also good and should happen that people do not
live against the Law, rob, steal, murder, or wrong and harm his neighbor.
However, such a life does not produce genuine comfort in the heart, but
only scratches the hide and does not penetrate or remain. When the devil
comes and attacks the heart, then he takes all comfort away. If you have even
perhaps done right, he brings easily ten times as much against it; yes, he can
easily find much that is impure in the very best works and turn everything
into sin. :
Therefore, nothing is to be built on such comfort, but only boldly ta!(t i
away and say: “No matter whether I am righteous or not, il] defer thi 2
the place where we are to teach and deal with works. HowW
in which I am now standing, there is no value in dealing wi
righteousness, but only with Christ and His works, which
as His lost sheep. If you now want to ask whether I am righteous: the
simply answer: ‘No, and I also do not want to be in this circle!”
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52, However, if you ask whether Christ is righteous, then I can say “Yes!”
without any doubt and present Him as my righteousness and appeal to Him
boldly. I was baptized upon Him, and in the Gospel I have the seal and letter
that I am His dear sheep, and He is the good and righteous Shepherd who
seeks His lost sheep and deals with me entirely without the Law, He demands
nothing from me, neither drives, threatens, nor frightens, but onlj shows me
sweet grace. He stoops down, takes me on Himself, so that I can lie on His
back and be carried. Why, then, would I be afraid of Moses’ and the devil's
frightening and thundering? Iam in the protection of the man who gives His
godliness and everything He has to be my own, who carries me and keeps
me so that I cannot be lost, because I remain a sheep and do not deny the
Shepherd or shamefully fall away from Him. |
53. Thus you have the picture presented in the most pleasant way it can
ever be painted. However, it is only dealing with faith. The picture is certainly -
good and comforting and is the genuine truth. However, it is lacking in that ‘
we do not sense it as we ought to sense it. When the sheep runs astray—that
is, when man senses his sins oppressing him, does not know where to turn,
and the devil terrifies him—then he finds only the opposite and cannot grasp
that it is true; all that he has heard here entirely escapes him because of his
present feelings and experience. The devil has corrupted his vision so that
he senses nothing but God’s wrath and hostility, by which his heart is so
burdened that he cannot rise above it or turn his eyes away from it. Yes, he |
has sunk so deeply into it that in Christ he sees nothing else than an angry |
Judge—as He has previously been painted and forced into all hearts by the
shameful Papists—sitting alone on the rainbow with a sword in His mouth
[cf. Rev. 4:3].7
54. The devil's real skill and villainy, which he uses against the poor '
straying sheep, is to pervert this picture and put such a deception before its |
eyes that it can no longer recognize its Shepherd. Under the name of Christ
he leads the person under Moses, so that he disputes about Christ as he did
before with Moses. He certainly needs a strong faith that it is true, and the
man must first of all contend with himself about it. His perception is strong
in and of itself, and then the devil makes sin and fright so great that one's
innermost being and the heart in the body could vanish.
55, Therefore, it is not too soon to learn how we should think about
this. When there is peace, it is easy to believe that Christ is delightfully kind.
However, when anxiety and fright come along and overwhelm the heart,
then the person is blind and straying, only wants to judge things according
to his heart and perceptions, persists in it, and becomes confirmed in his

7 Medieval art often deplcted Christ in judgment seated upon a rainbow, based on Rev. 4:3
and Ezek. 1:28. See LW 22:222 . 12,
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error. He is caught in it and cannot think otherwise than that it is so—and
yet it is not true.

56. It would now be real skill if he could say to his own heart: “When you
acknowledge that you are a lost sheep, you are correct. However, when you
want to run away from Him because of it, and when you imagine that He is
the man who wants to chase and frighten you, then that is the devil himself.
If you would look at Him correctly and recognize Him as your true Shepherd,
you would not be afraid or frightened of Him, but rather run to Him with joy
and confidence. He is not there because He wants to condemn you, but He
comes to you and secks you so that He can carry you on His back and deliver
and redeem you from sin, error, the devil's power, and every misfortune.

“If you now feel that you are a sinner and have deserved God’s wrath,
then you should just for that reason all the more cry out and run to the dear
Shepherd so that He delivers you from it. You should not think about Him
any differently than the sheep does about its shepherd; it cannot be afraid
of him, but is cheerful and confident as soon as it sees and hears him, even
if it has run away from him and according to merit would have reason to
fear him. However, it knows well that he bears no wrath or hostility toward
the sheep, and can expect from him nothing but love and everything good”

57. Thus here also everything depends on learning to look correctly only
at Christ according to the Word, and not according to your own thoughts
and perceptions. Human thoughts are false and lies, but His Word is true and
cannot lie. He has also demonstrated this with living deeds and examples,
and still daily demonstrates it in all Christendom. That is why we must only
press the Word into our hearts, knit ourselves into it, and learn the skill of
calling our own hearts liars, and set this article against it. However, this is a
skill which I do not have—but the other thoughtless spirits much less, who
boast much about it as if they could do everything, if they have only heard
of it once—and yet they never taste or experience anything of it. It is easy to
speak and preach about it, but it is difficult to demonstrate it in reality; those
who take a serious interest in this easily experience it.

58. So that is the first sign of the delightful Christ, painted by Himself
in this Gospel reading, in which He so pours out His heart and is so anxious
about the sheep that He runs after it alone, apart from the ninety-nine, not
because He wants to frighten or hit it but so that He can deliver it, bring it
back home, and gladden the miserable, sad heart and conscience with His
kind, sweet voice. Thus there is on both sides nothing but sincere love and
joy in each other, so that you see how you are very kind and pleasing to Him,
when you cling to Him with your whole heart and expect everything good

from Him.
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59. Second, you see how He pours out His joy and inexpressible good-
ness with all Kinds of external signs and gestures; for example, He is kind
when He has found the sheep. He does not at all deal with it by means of
some laws or force, even though He has the right to drive it before Him like
the other sheep or leave it alone. Rather, He goes ahead and puts it on His
shoulders and carries it Himself the whole way through the wilderness. He
takes all the work and trouble onto Himself, so that only the sheep has rest
and ease; He does this gladly from the heart and is even full of joy that He has
it back again. But then look also at how good this is for the dear sheep, how it
lies in all peace and safety on the Shepherd's back, and is happy to lie there so
softly, and does not need to walk, safe and without care both from dogs and
wolves, that is, from all error and lies, danger and destruction. This certainly
is a cheerful painting, excellent, delightful, and comforting to look at.

60. Our Lord Christ does just the same when He redeems us, which He
once did bodily in His suffering and dying; now, however, He continually
does this powerfully and spiritually through His Word. Thus He puts us on
His shoulders, carries and protects us, so that we are safe from all the danger
of sin, the devil, and death, even though they frighten us and appear to want
to tear us away and devour us. His carrying us means that we get better and
remain safe from all misfortune and do not need to fear anything, just like
the sheep which lies on the shepherd’s back and is not attacked, even though
the dogs bark in hostility and the wolf slinks about; rather, the sheep drops
its head without any care and sleeps.

So we also, if we stand and remain with faith in this article: “I believe in
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who suffered for us, died, and rose again, etc.”™ need
not worry that we will be lost or that the devil can devour us, even though he
opens his jaws wide, etc. Then we are not on our own path, and do not walk
with our own feet, but cling to the neck of our dear Shepherd and lie on His
back, where we are entirely safe. Even though sin, death, and hell are certainly
wicked and frightening, they must certainly never devour Him; otherwise we
poor sheep would soon be lost and destroyed.

61, Similarly, the sheep cannot protect or provide for itself so that it does
not go astray, if the shepherd does not always direct and lead it. If it does go
astray and is lost, it cannot find itself again nor return to its shepherd. Rather,
the shepherd himself must go after it and seek it a long time until he finds it.
When he has found it, he takes it and carries it on his back, so that it is not
again frightened away from him, hunted or caught by the wolf.

So also we can neither help nor aid ourselves, so that we can have rest

and peace of conscience and escape the devil, death, and hell, if Christ does

8 Sce the Second Article of the Apostles' Creed (Kolb-Wengert, pp. 21-22 Concordia, p.
16).
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not Himself bring us back and call us to Himself through His Word. If we 4,

come to Him and do believe, we still cannot keep ourselves in faith or pass
the test, if He Himself does not always lift and carry us through this same

Word and power, because the devil everywhere and without ceasing lies i
ls around about us “like a roaring lion” (as St. Peter says

wait for us and prow
Thus here it is completely wrong to boast about free

[1 Pet. 5:8]) to devour us. :
will or powers, neither to begin nor to continue and persist; rather, Chris,

our Shepherd, alone must do everything.
62. Now, however, we ar¢ certain that as long as we lie on Christ’s back,

we will remain safe from all fright and misfortune. He will, of course, not let
us be torn from His neck nor thrown from Him, because He is so cheerful
and of good courage that He has the sheep back and can bring it to the rest of
the flock. In short, there is no fright, force, or demanding, but only cheerful
carrying and only the life of grace, by which He cares most tenderly for His
sheep. On the other hand, Moses was not like a shepherd of poor, weak sheep,
but of rough, strong cattle, as he drove his herd ahead of him with his staff
and rod three days' journey into the wilderness until they were tired [Exod.
3:1; 15:22]. That is proper for hard, rough people.

63. We also, when we come under Moses—namely, according to the
flesh and external life—must ourselves go and do what the Law demands.
However, according to our faith we are not to tolerate anyone forcing a work
on us or requiring it from us, but only let ourselves be carried and lifted up
most easily, not on horse and wagon, but lying on His own back and shoul-
ders. As I have said, this happens when He sends the preaching of His Word
to us, that He died for us and on the cross was carrying our sins in His body,
has put the devil along with death and sin under His feet, and has led usinto
eternal life. He always carries us as long as we live, so that we need not look at
how righteous our life is and how strong we are, but only lie on His shoulders.
In this circle or article we need not be concerned about any sin, death, or life;
rather, we have everything in Christ, who carries and preserves us.

64. Now, He does not have enough in these two points—that He so
kindly seeks the lost sheep and carries it so gently and joyfully—but when He
brings it home He also prepares an especially joyous feast and calls together
His neighbors and friends so that they can rejoice with Him. Yes, He makes
it so large that God in heaven together with all the heavenly hosts, and all
creatures with them, rejoice over one poor sinner who repents [Luke 15:7].
B:Y this He points out and explains who He calls His lost sheep, namely, on¢
sinner who repents, that is, who feels his sins and is sincerely sorry for them;
he would gladly be freed from them, come to Christ, and amend his life, also
::::"‘;‘:IY- Tha't is what ?t means to have a miserably sorrowful heart and a

ered conscience, which the devil attacks so that it might sink into pain
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and sorrow. He is also the kind of man who does not seek or carry a sheep
unless it is lost and knows of no aid or help in itself.

65. Now look, how could He preach more kindly and comfortingly? Or
what more should He do to make the heart cheerful and awaken a strong
confidence in Him? We see such a shepherd, which He Himself paints for us
poor sinners, a shepherd who so reluctantly loses his sheep and seeks it so
ardently, and when he finds it carries it with all joy and spreads this joy so
that all angels and saints—yes, all creatures—rejoice and kindly smile with
him over us, that even the sun must shine more sweetly. It naturally happens
that when someone is sorrowful, even the sun and everything he sees looks
gloomy to him. On the other hand, when the heart is cheerful, then he looks
even more cheerful, and all things appear brighter and clearer to him.

66. Now, whoever could firmly believe this would also receive genuine
comfort and joy in and through the Lord Christ, because he has here the
certain promise that if he clings thus to Christ and lets himself be carried on
His shoulders, then he is a dear guest in the kingdom of heaven and will be
received with all joy.

67. However, the sorrow and depression of the conscience feel much
different, when the heart can think nothing else than that every angel stands
behind him with a drawn sword, so that he can obtain joy neither from God
nor from angels. Some in this condition cannot look at any creature with
joy are afraid of the sun itself, and even of every rustling leaf. All of this
is because they bite and devour themselves with their own thoughts. They
would gladly get out of this and would work hard to feel that they were righ-
teous so that they would not need to be afraid—but in that way they only
make the evil worse.

68. However, if you would obtain genuine comfort and joy in your heart,
then just learn to be impressed with this delightful picture and Word of this
Gospel, so that you seek it where it is to be sought, namely, in Christ and
nowhere else. In this man you find everything, if only you remain under His
protection and on His shoulders. However, whatever comfort can be sought
apart from Him does not enter the heart, even if you had the help of all crea-
tures and had in one place all the world's joy and pleasure.





{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["de-de"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}



