‘man once gave a great banquet and inviteq many,
e banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had
* everything is now ready.’ But they all alike began
first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and | must go .
hn me excused.’ And another said, ‘[ haye bought ::
d I go to examine them. Please have me excused. And |
e married a wife, and therefore I cannot come’ s, the

eported these things to his master. Then the master of the |
Ty and said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and |

(th dhing in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’ And
- “Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is
e master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges
people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you,
¢ men who were invited shall taste my banquet.”

-

¥ to the ordinance of the ancient church, the Papists have
spel reading for the First Sunday after Trinity, because this
bserved the festival of Corpus Christi, as is still done among
taken the supper of which this Gospel reading speaks and
10 apply to the Sacrament, and by so doing they want to establish

e Sacrament, which is one of the chief points of their abuse and
- pﬂmsion of the Sacrament, on which we disagree with them.!
3 S young people grow up and know nothing about such

i€ pageantry connected with them, and even we older people
£ good to remind our people. Then, when our youth come
and see such things, they will not be offended by it, bf‘t
right for them to carry the holy Sacrament around in

on law, the laity were allowed to receive only one “species’ . L‘-'T‘hh:

10fbread, and not the cup of Christ’s blood in Com‘“““mn'b th
I5), as well as the Lutherans a century later, insisted that t?on

410 the Lty Luther frst published against the administratio

Kind in The Blessed Sacrament and the Brotherhaﬂdi;(fl-'ricm;

Captivity (1520), LW 36:12-28; and Report to a Goo

ment (1528), WA 26:560-618 (LW 72).
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as a spectacle and in that
%u:mnot do this with the ‘r of
they would carry around the whole Sacramen
shame and disgrace of the Sacrament, ¢ iy hog
namely, by preserving the distinction that the
high estate before God, more than the other comy !
they alone receive the whole Sacrament, or both kind
of Christ. The other Christians as lesser people must
one part of the Sacrament. 5 5

3. With this festival they have wanted to bnng @ g

the people and to praise their estate above others in this
and shame of the holy Sacrament and of the Lorg Jesus.
institute His holy Sacrament for a special estate a m

Christians, just as He also did not suffer and die for a special .

Decia)

the comfort of His Christian Church. His Church is not dmdgd
body of the one Head, Jesus Christ, in which all the members e
far as life and condition are concerned, even though their w:uh :
and different. |
4. We should not forget this abuse, which is very great and harmf
call special attention to it, because they persist in their godless cond
stubbornly and impenitently. How does it happen that the holy Sacr
is used to make a distinction among Christians, when the Lord Christ
tuted it chiefly to comfort the conscience and strengthen faith? Accor
it should be in Christendom just like a bond which binds the Chr
most intimately together. They are just like one bread or one cake, not only
because they together have one God, one Word, one Baptism, one Sacr:
one hope [Eph. 4:4-5], and all the grace and benefits of Christ in col '
without any distinction, but also in their whole external life they
body, since each member s to assist, serve, help, aid, sympathize, etc., 1
the other. o
5. The Papists have completely abolished this use of the holy Sacr:
S0 that they alone receive the Sacrament in its complete fm'm; in th
they have made a special group which is to be better than the coi
Christendom. Yet, so that the common man would cherish and not ¢
Pletely despise the one kind, they celebrated this festival every ye y
days, in which they carried the one kind with magnificent pageantry U
the city as o Spectacle, with cymbals and stringed instruments. In th
99_’_“[“3@ People open their eyes wide so that they would :

T ; The feast of Corpus Christi with its associated indulgence was con
ansiturys of Pope Urban IV (r. 1261-64) and included in canon bw.

B
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was much more glorious and greater before Go
i which could be exhibited.

-——

d,

wm have moved this Gospel .rcading here, even thoug,
g ‘poarly with the one kind—as if lh1.s master of the hoyge had
e <o meal® and only gave people thl-ngs to eat and nothing 14
R _,M-Wsingnbout this: Venite, comedite Panem
; mwm meum, "Come, eat my bread and drink my wine» (Proy;
M]E‘mm only gave the one kind and retained the Sy for themselyeg
: mndnys happens to our Lord God that whz.never H.e institutes and orderg
~ must be perverted and desecrated by the devil and h.lS followers, Sg it also
B ppened with the Sacrament, which on this festival still to the Present
2l (‘dlr is slandered most harribly by the Papists.
J 7. As was said, they do not observe this festival to honor the holy
. Sacrament—otherwise they would carry around both kinds and the entire
Sacrament—but to honor themselves. They elevate it, not so that we would
have much of it, but only so that we would know what a difference there is
between a priest and a layman. In other things which God has created in that
way, it is very good to make distinctions. For example, a woman remains 3
'~ woman, a man remains a man, the secular government is to be separated
A from its subjects, and so on with other secular estates.
et However, it is not right when they here—where God has abolished all
: distinctions—want to make the distinction that the pope, bishops, even
b » SL Peter or St. Paul have a better Baptism or a better Gospel than any
- common Christian. Therefore, it is also wrong when they want to have a
~ Dbetter Sacrament than other Christians. Nevertheless, our Savior, the Lord
. Christ, did not institute the Sacrament (as was said) to distinguish among His
i Christians, but to make them all equal, just as with Baptism and the Gospel,
~ sothat each one would have just as much of it as the other.

3 meuse mal The expression is used only here in Luther’s extant writings. Below, in para-
~ @aph8(p. 84), Luther daims that mice and rats do not drink (at least when they eat). DWB
- &% Mauszeche? cites Johann Baptist Fischart (1546-90), who describes a “dry Mass” as 3
gt wrm'm“f or “mouse-drinking-party”), apparently with the same under-
- standing that mice do not drink.
: ‘ mw for Vespers of Corpus Christi included this verse with Luke 14'116_‘17;
%Mmf“‘ cenam magnam et misit servum suum hora cene dicere f'nwmm :d
m Quia parata sunt omnia. ¥: Venite comedite panem meum et bibite vinum ‘Il"his
mm% -« Gloria patri .. . Quia. . .” ["R: A man made a great supper and “é‘omc.
L“hmm 10 tell the invited to come. Because all things are ready. ¥:
g '_‘:::ﬁ the wine I have mixed for you. Because . .. Glory blc 2
~=«t- 1. See Vincent Corrigan, “Critical Editions of the Liturgica 3
R Waliers, Vincens c"m?:ﬂ. and Peter T. Ricketts, The Feast of Corpus Ch

‘  PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2006), p- 363.




g, | wanted to say this briefly for the sake of the young and also for our
sake, so that everyone would be on guard against the abomination which the
papacy has introduced here. They have thus divided Christendom, which our
Lord God had united. They condemn and persecute us because we will not
allow ourselves to be made into mice or rats who want to eat without drink-
ing, or receive only one kind. For this reason, we have completely done away
with this festival in our churches, because it has been made into nothing but
idolatry, done directly against the order and institution of Christ, to the dis-
grace of the holy Sacrament and to the significant harm of Christendom. We
will stay with the unity of Christians, so that here one is as good as another,
and every distinction is abolished. That is enough about this for the sake of
the young and the simple. We will now take up the Gospel reading.

9. This preaching of Christ came about because of the miracle in which
the Lord Christ healed the man sick of the dropsy in the Pharisee's house
[Luke 14:1-4]. However, the evangelist speaks about how they were watch-
ing and lying in wait for Him, so that they might trap Him [Luke 14:1).
Therefore, He also begins to read them a lecture, one after another, about
how they are full of arrogance and pride and insist on sitting in the first seats
[Luke 14:7-11]. Finally, He comes to the host and also reads him a text about
how he should not ask rich guests to come, who can ask him back here on
earth and thank him for it, but the poor guests, who can invite him back there
in the life to come [Luke 14:12-14].

10. To these words, one among them who wanted to be much more
learned than the Lord Christ began to say, “How blessed is he who eats bread
in the kingdom of God!” [Luke 14:15]. It was as if he meant to say as great
wisdom: “You are more than overzealous with Your preaching! If preaching
could do it, then I could also do that, even better than You; for I think these
words are truly noble preaching: ‘Blessed is he who eats bread in the kingdom
of God!"”

11. Christ answers him: “Yes,” He says, “I will tell you how blessed yoo
and those like you are. There was a man who made a great supper and invited
many, but they despised it and would not come” [Luke 14:16]. This rebufffit
him, as if He meant to say: “You talk much about how blessed the man iswho
Eflts bread in heaven—how very serious you are about that! What an exqui-
Sitely holy man you are, namely, one who is invited and yet does not come.”
Ehe'Se are harsh, sharp, and frightful words, if we consider them carefully.
b:;ls Speaking with nothing but arrant rogues, who sat about the tab}e not
L ::E:e they wanted to learn anything, but so that they could watch Him, to

ere they could get at Him and catch Him. To them He told this parable.

*
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Lord God Himself, a great and rich Lord, wh,
 according to His glorious majesty ang on Tallfo
at and glorious not only because of the Hog, who i;-. 2 is
it would have been a glorious mealtime, evep, if He hod
broth or a dry crust—but the food is also exceedingly o ad
namely, the holy Gospel. yes, Christ our Lord Himsd? :Iat
the food which is brought to us in the Gospel, that He has “;ade
on for our sins through His death and redeemed us frop, 5 the
of eternal death, the wrath of God, sin, and eternal damnatjop, :
" 13.This preaching of Christ is the great and glorious meal with, which He
" feeds His guests and sanctifies them through His holy Baptism. He comforts
g strengthens them through the Sacrament of His body and bloog gq that
. mis lacking, there is complete abundance, and everyone is satisfied,
g “Thus this meal is correctly called a gloriously great meal because of the food,

" soexquisitelyand plentifully prepared that no tongue can fully speak of jt and
no heart sufficiently grasp it. It is eternal food and eternal drink, so thay one
never again thirsts or hungers but is eternally satisfied, his thirst is quenched,
, and he becomes cheerful. This is true not for one person only; but as wide
e as the world is—even if it were ten times wider—they would all have enough
~ init, foritis endless food and eternal drink. This is what our Gospel says:
- "Whoever believes in this Lord Jesus Christ, who was born for our sake from
p Mary the virgin, crucified for our sins under Pontius Pilate, died, descended
" intohell, rose again, and sits at the right hand of God,” etc.® Whoever believes
. thisgenuinely eats and drinks from this meal, for believing in the Lord Christ
| meansto eat and drink, from which people become satisfied, fat, big, and
o strong, so that they are eternally cheerful.

i 14. This is rightly called a great supper, because it is so exquisite and is

- served to so many people that everyone can eat his fill, and yet the food never

2 becomes less. It is a great, nourishing food which lasts eternally and Si.‘"es
et m life. Thus Christ informs these hypocrites at the table that thi-f.» 153
m“‘“‘ than they had given Him. They are such villains and evildo-
5 mﬂht, even though they can gossip and chatter much about it, “evenhe;

~ ‘essthey despise God and His mercy, eternal life and blessedness, and valu

else more. Next follows:

5 W many fo it.” [Luke 14:16]
e . Concordid:
”M Article of the Apostles’ Creed (Kolb-Wengert, PP- s
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15. The manywhominvmdw his are the
of Isracl, who had especially been invited from
rophets- The Seed through whom ﬂm atiad

to the patriarch Abraham, and so this st
as the father of this people. Afterwardthg ;
ointed the people to it, so that our Lord GM |
were diligently invited. This is why St. Paul e , *.
the Jews first: Judeis primum et Graecis [*first to mym ]
Rom. 1:16).
16. Now when the hour came for people to goto ﬂ'm_ ,
it was around the time that our Lord Christ was born,
would rise again from the dead—then the servants (John the
apostles) went out and said to those invited, to the people ol
people you have previously been invited; now is the time. Come, e
been prepared! Your Lord Jesus Christ, your Messiah, has already be
died, and risen again. Therefore, do not remain outside for lon
table, eat, and be cheerful!” This means: “Receive with joythe :
ised to you; according to the promise, He has released you ﬁum
of damnation and saved you.” This message was 5?“““7 e
highest among the people, who were in the spiritual and civil g

But what did they do with it?

“They all began one after another to make excuses.” [Luke 14: ‘_

17. This is a rebuke for the guests who sat at the table with'
especially for the idle gossips who wanted to find fault with Chi
the meal and preached much about bread in the kingdom of Go

“Blessed is the man who eats bread in the kingdom of heaven” [
“Yes.” He says, “do you want to know how blessed you are? 1 will
bread has already been served, and the meal is prepared. John |
there. I and My apostles now tell you to sit at the table” Hov
only remain outside, letting the master sit there with his gtl'-ll '
supper, but you still want to make excuses and be pure. Thus this
sin: not only do you despise the Gospel, but you also want wha
be considered right and still to be holy, righteous, and
grievous sin. It would be too much if you did not want to bel
but you go further and despise it—and yet you want to b
too far and too much! Our noblemen do the same thir
:l;‘:dﬂ the Sacrament and give to us who are in the.
2 yet they make excuses and claim that they have
ore, they condemn us, inflict all torment on us, and 1
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who desire to use it correctly. Let them only
thowill yet sweat in this bath?”’
% also did the same and made excuses; “We Certainly ¢
- teaching, since it Is against the priesthood and the Law :,;?m
If gave us through Moses; it also causes disorder in oyr kingd ch
established. We have to look at how we can preserve B 0om
So the first made the excuse of his field; the second, with hjs ox:rrt
~ andboth think that they are doing well. The third makes no excuse at all, bﬁ;
2 -hmmﬂmhecannot come.
19, Thisis also the excuse that we allege against the Gospel, for we are
not better than they were. They first of all alleged that the Law of Moses
: lndw remain; because the apostles preached against the Law—namely, thay
neither their Law, temple, nor priests were necessary, for a greater Priegy
g was present, Jesus Christ, of the tribe of Judah—they did not want to toler.
) ate such preaching, but retained their Law, as they still do. Because of that,
things go on so that still to the present day they wait—and must wait untj]
the Last Day—for their Messiah to come. They hope that He will reestablish
everything again—the old priesthood and kingdom—as it was in the time of
i David, and then give them everything abundantly.

20. Christ refers here to these three people. The first says, “I want to
inspect my field” These are the foremost and best; among the Jews they were
the entire priesthood and the authorities. They say: “We must work, culti-
vate, and harvest the land; that is, we must rule the people” (just as Christ
k also called the preachers “farmers” who sow the Gospel [Luke 8:5-8]) “and
- attend to our priesthood, entrusted to us by God. Now, because the teaching
f of the apostles is against this, it is wrong, and we are justly excused for not
; accepting it.”

' 21. So the second group—those in the temporal government—makes
an excuse about oxen (since oxen refers to those ruling the people in Psalm
& 22 [:12]; “Large bulls have surrounded Me; fat oxen have encircled Me").
b These also have an honest excuse: “We have a kingdom and gover nmen?
B formed and arranged by God. We must persist in this and see how W€ el
o 22. The third group says: “The Gospel is a teaching which will ot tol
1O m being greedy or striving to have enough for ourselves, but co-m'ma:ke.
= us to risk everything—body and life, money and goods—for Christs 1 g
¢ (e Therefore, we will not and cannot come, for we must see how We Canbeins

7 ?f yﬂ; what God has given us” Taking a wife does not mean

N .

Pour it ho,

e :
R m_‘;tlkr'ﬂﬁ sie nur heiff gnug aufgiefen, that is, “They had better make their tr2P

7 Lewperhaps their evi plans will work against them.
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occupled or busy with something dishonest, but submitting to an honest
estate, sitting at home, and thinking about how to earn a living, which is
everyone's duty. However, all of that is just where an honest host sins, if he
thinks only about how he may become rich, keep house well, and prosper,
no matter whether it happens with God or against God.

The Jews only looked at Moses’ promise to them of temporal blessings,
if they were righteous and kept God’s commandments, so that cattle, fields,
wife, child, and everything would be blessed and prosper. That is why they
only strived to have their kitchens and cellars full, and to become rich, and
thought that then they were righteous, and God would have to bless them,
as Psalm 144 [:13-14] says.

23. Our Papists also still make excuses in just the same way and say:
“The teaching is certainly correct, but we must still remain with the Church
and its orderly government. Likewise, we must above all things obediently
preserve the secular authorities, so that there is no dissension and rebellion™
So they have the same concern the Jews do, that if they accepted the Gospel,
they would lose their Church and government. Yet it is the Gospel alone
that builds up the true Christian Church and restrains all injustice, violence,
and rebellion. Accordingly, greed is also present. Because they see nothing
accompanying the Gospel except only poverty and persecution, it happens
the same as here, that they simply without fear refuse to obey the Gospel and
say that they have taken wives and cannot come—and still they want to be
considered Christians who have done what is right! They want to be regarded
as good bishops, good princes, and good citizens.

24. But how will it also turn out for them? Just as with the Jews, they
held onto their Law, priesthood, kingdom, and possessions so long and so
firmly, until finally they were completely wrecked and lost, one with the
other. Now they sit in their houses here and there under foreign princes
as if on a balance. This is the reward they wanted to have, for they did not
want this supper but were more concerned about their kingdom, priesthood,
and houses than about the Gospel. For that reason they lost all three and
received the verdict that none of them would taste this supper. Thus they
Wwere deprived of both the temporal [supper] here on earth and of the eternal
*UPPer. This will certainly also happen to our adversaries.

25. Thus the Lord Christ has now given a lecture to the acute doctor and

:15 COmpanions at table and pointed out to them how they stand against our
ord God, namely, as follows: e

———

SR

A



v

~

) and
said to his servants: ‘Go oy |
Quick]
'/

hme g
nd lanes of the city, " etc. [Luke 14:21]

A to say: “Well, since it must happen th
7 at you
wil]

wnndmenandtakemves, Ead bessuseot
jper—that is, you want to pre useolit :
wes but abandon Me and MY%:S;':; e_?’soou; Pf_'eslh%dmn‘;;“ neglect
%“:w of 1;:13 }'Otl will lose every"lhingw::,:lnl turn abam;::l; 5
,ww_,. MYSCH- ‘ refore, A wi
 of the city; and bring i go forth, My servant, int tll procure e
Gl g in the poor, the cri o the streets and
This is what happm«! R th ippled, the lam S and lap
m : : ng the ]ews, for wh e, and th s
mpdtﬂspm:et:e best in the people—would nofn the great lords ¢ bling?
ointed out a » pri
the poor, misersbl above, our Lord God acceptedct;ep t the Gospe{) :-lnceS.
e el rable, and despised little fl e commo or the
Wﬂnmgn dear brothers; not many wis:ck' St. Paul also Sily: f::schermﬂn
Zaa not man accordin - Lonsj ‘
before the world :y? oble are called. Rather, God h g to the flesh, not e
z o frustrate the wise; as chose oL Ty
: the world to frustrate what i ise; God has chosen n what is foolish
b wdd and despi d is strong; God has ch what is weak b :
b (1 Corinthi ised and what is nothin osen what is bas efoe
E X thlans 1 [:26"28]). g to destroy what is € befOre the
27. According to this passage something,” etc,
% in the people was fejeit;:;\:mhing that was wise, h
Andrew el, and the foolish, sim y God because the » holy, rich, and
4 were jFhilip, Bmﬁlom;w ple, most worthless pe(): ‘lvould nov gt
of chosen. No one would h , etc.—poor fishermen ple, such as Peter
the priests and pri ave considered and needy be :
. princes of th them worth Bgars—
ah says, the d e people. Thes y to be the servan
best amo regs of the good e were left over like sli s
fnl—.mng the people—the pri , exquisite wine [cf. Is ike slime and,
which th poured out like a ca kCSts, the princes, the r.- 8 a. 49:6 Vg]. The
e Lord her sk of good wi ich, and the power-
have ecalls th ine, and PorS
come to th e poor, the | only the dre ;
because egraceand h ame, the crip led gs remain,
. ecause the other, hi onor of bein rippled, and the blind. Th
b 28.The T, high, great peopl g pleasing to God and i
: of Gﬂd' [L "kpcharisce says, “Bless pde would not. nd dear guests,
* ; 14:15], “ b ed are they wh :
those with you are co]n ceYo:s, NN Chris): :'t ho eat bread in the kingdom
BRSNT o herefore, you sh rned about a fi , “they are blessed, but you and
poor ould kn ield and ox Y
e areto eat” Th ow that a su en, about which you s
- preached e text sa pper has been :
A o to the poor” M ys, Pauperes evangeli prepared, of which the
% ”_I,_mto have it. Th att. 11:5], for the og izantur [“The Gospelisbel8
o ‘ tnd pﬂnm' crefore, it ha E Werful, the hOIYJ aﬂd the wise i
~ firmly to (hej were po ppened to them in
| their oxen, fi ured out like the b _ such a way that bo
» fields, and wives an;' est wine, because they
! in their place the poor beggd’®

 have come 1o ¢h
o5 eG
- ospel at this magnificent meal
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29, This means giving the Jews a really good rebuke, especially the one
who wants to be so clever and eat bread in heaven but yet wants to retain
the pricsthood and kingdom, no matter what happens to Christ and His
Gospel. The condition of his heart is that he does not at all need the Lord
Christ for heaven, but [thinks that] our Lord God will say to him and all Jews:
“Come, you Jews, and especially you priests, you holy people, you princes,
you fat citizens! The supper has been prepared for you!” “Yes® He says, “it is
true, you have been invited, but you pay no attention and make excuses and
still want to be right. Therefore, I cast you away and accept rather the most

common people, even if I should get no one other than despised, mi: ;
cripples and the lame.” iserabl

30. The same thing will also happen to our adversaries, and it will not at
all help them that they are great, holy bishops, powerful princes, and lords
who think that our Lord God will not reject them and only accept the poor
rats’ nest at Wittenberg and the small group of those who love the Gospel
Yes, my friend, if He has rejected the best in His people—who had such glo-
rious, great promises—and accepted the dregs, He will not grant it to you,
You will not eat bread in heaven because you are great, holy, and powerful,
but “the Gospel is preached to the poor” [Matt. 11:5]. Our Lord God is much
greater, stronger, wiser, and holier than all kings and all devils. Therefore, He
does not care much about your holiness or power, but if you still intend to
defy Him and impudently despise His Word, then He will oppose you, so that
all your wisdom, power, and holiness will come to nothing.

31. So far this Gospel reading applies only to the Jews. When He speaks
about the lame and crippled who are in the streets and lanes of the city [Luke
14:21], He is calling the Jewish people a city, because they were a prepared
and well-ordered people who had the Law, worship, temple, priests, king, and
everything ordered by God Himself and arranged through Moses. Now He
sends His servant also onto the highways and commands him to take guests
wherever he finds them, even the beggars along the hedges and everywhere.

“And the lord said to the servant: ‘Go out onto the highways and along
the hedges, and compel them to come in, so that my house may become
Jull’” [Luke 14:23]

32. These people are we Gentiles who have dwelt in no city, thatis, had
1o worship, but were idolatrous and did not know what we or God were. That
1s why He calls our condition an unconfined, open place on the highways, in
the field where the devil runs about and has his space. :

33. “Go there;” He says, "and compel them to come in;” for the world
cverywhere and always struggles against the Gospel and cannot tolerate this
t'cad"‘ing- Nevertheless, this Host wants His house full of guests, for He has
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3 that He must have people who eqt, drink, ang |

" cheerful, evenif He hasto make them out of stones [cf. Luke 3:3]. are

; : ' 34, Here we can also see that the Lord Christ has let the world stand
long for our sakes, even though He had reason enough because of gy .1

our sj
overthrow it every moment. However, He does not do this becayse He ‘::1:0
' ts

still more guests and for the sake of the elect who also belong to this sup

Therefore, the fact that His servants now bring the Gospel to ys Poimsier'
that we who are baptized and believe also belong to this supper, for v t}lllt
great lords who are along the hedges, that is, blind, poor, and ost Gentileg e

35. Yet how is it that we are compelled? God does not want any fﬂrc;:d
service, does He? He compels us when He sends this preaching to al} people:
=Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not be[il:v;
will be condemned” [Mark 16:16]. Here He points out both hell anq heavep
death and life, wrath and grace and reveals to us our sins and ruined condi:
tion. The result is that we are to be frightened, because we hear that a5 soon
as a person is born he belongs to the devil and is condemned, no matter what
he does. This is part of the compulsion, through which we are frightened of
the wrath of God and desire grace and help from Him.

36. When this has taken place through preaching, and the hearts are
broken and frightened, He wants to have it further preached: “Dear man, do
not despair that you are a sinner and have such a frightful verdict on you,
but do this: Go and be baptized, and listen to the Gospel. You will hear that
Jesus Christ died for your sake and has made satisfaction for your sins. If you
believe this, then you will be safe from the wrath of God and eternal death,
and you will eat at this magnificent supper and live well, so that you become
very fat and strong,’ etc.

37. This is genuine compulsion, namely, to frighten with sin—not as
the pope compels with his excommunication, which does not genuinely
frighten the conscience. He does not teach what genuine sin is, but is busy
with his nonsense that whoever does not observe his order and human pres
cepts will be excommunicated. However, the Gospel begins to reveal sin alnd
“the wrath of God” [Rom. 1:18], namely, that we all, with no exceptioys, ll‘ic
unrighteously and are godless. Our Lord God commands us to proclaim ‘h‘f
through His Gospel when He says to the apostles: “Go and preach rCP":
tance” [Luke 24:47]. However, we cannot preach repentance unless we s3f

: for
that God is angry at all people because they are full of unbelief; contempt
God, and other sins,

38. This wrath is to frighten them and make their consci
fearful, so that they are themselves compelled and say: “Lord
should I do to be liberated from this misery?” Now, when
in that way and feels his misery and distress, then it is time ;

God! What™
he is fright<""
o say 1o
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“Sit down at the table of this rich Host and eat” (for there are still many empty
tables and plenty to cat), that is, “Be baptized and believe that Jesus Christ has
paid for you. There are no other means by which you can be rescued” Then
wrath ceases, and there shines from heaven nothing but grace and mercy,
forgiveness of sins, and eternal life.

39. Therefore, these words “compel them to come in® [Luke 14:23] are
exceedingly pleasing and comforting for the poor, miserable group of those
who are compelled, that is, especially for us who previously were lost and
condemned Gentiles—words by which God wants powerfully to represent
and show to us His unfathomable grace. His must be a very inexpressible
love, because He shows in these words that He is so desirous for our salvation
and blessedness that He commands not only that poor sinners are to be called
kindly and exhorted to this supper, but also He wants them to be compelled
and urged and not released from that compulsion until they come to this
supper. With these words He sufficiently points out that He does not want
them rejected or lost, if only they themselves do not refuse this compulsion
through malicious contempt and hardened impenitence. As Tauler* said, He
is extremely much more desirous of giving to and helping us than we are or
ever can be of receiving or asking. He asks and desires nothing higher from
us than that we open our hearts wide and accept His grace.

40. Nevertheless, this compulsion is necessary for the preaching of both
repentance and the forgiveness of sins, for without this [compulsion] we
remain all too obstinate and hardened, without repentance, under His wrath,
lying in our sinful way of life and in the devil's kingdom. On the other hand,
when fright of divine wrath strikes us, we are again all too timid, fearful, and
despondent to take courage and believe that He wants to show us this great
grace and mercy. We are always worried that we do not belong and that He
will cast us off because of our sins and great unworthiness.

That is why He Himself must here command and cause us always to
continue and persevere, as much as we can, with compelling and urging, by
holding out both wrath for the wicked and grace for the believers. Wrath
and repentance force us to run after and cry out for grace. That, then, is the
right way to go to this supper. Thus out of Jews and Gentiles there is one
Christian Church, and all are together called poor, miserable people, lame,
and crippled, for after the fright they accept the Gospel sincerely and gladly:

41, Those, however, who do not want to do this, no matter how wise and
shrewd they can be, have here their verdict that they will not taste this meal;
that is, the wrath of God will remain on them, and they will be condemned

8 On Luther's views of the Dominican Johannes Tauler (ca. 1300-1361), see the introdus-
tion to Luther’s preface to Pupper of Goch, Fragments (1522), LW 5%:13-14, and the notes
there.
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rejected, and only the inferior dregs remain. This will also happen to
love our fields, oxen, wives—that is, spiritual (as it is called now) ory
honor, along with temporal goods—more than the Gospel.
44. He says with simple, short, but very serious words: “They w
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of great lords and noble people not to speak many words when they are really
angry; but every word they do speak weighs a hundred pounds, for they have
in mind that they will act more furiously than they can speak. How much
more do these few words of the almighty Lord point to an inexpressible wrath
which will never be appeased!

46. Yet we go on as if these harsh, frightening words had been spoken
perhaps by a fool or a child so that we could laugh and mock, or as if they
were our Lord God’s jest and joke. But then we do not hear or see that the text
clearly says that He is angry and has spoken these words out of great wrath.
He is not a fool or a child but the Lord and God over all, before whom the
mountains justly tremble and are frightened with the ground and the earth,
and both the sea and the water flee before Him (as Scripture says [Ps. 114:3-
7]). But there is no creature so hard and adamant as the man who is not at
all afraid of this but despises it and makes a mockery of it.

47. But we are sufficiently excused when we say it. This is our honor. On
that day the whole world will have to testify and confess that they heard, saw;
and learned it from us. We are not responsible when they call it “heresy”; we
will gladly tolerate it, and we are more than satisfied with this, and in addi-
tion we thank them kindly for calling it *heresy,” far in that way they are
confessing that they have certainly heard, read, and seen it. I do not desire
more from them, for when they confess that they have heard it, they are at
the same time testifying that we have not been silent. However, if we have
not been silent, but have faithfully and diligently taught and preached this, so
that our enemies themselves say that we have preached it far too much—then
let that Man judge us, whom we regard as having commanded us to do it,
and let that god defend them, who urges them to condemn us! In the name
of God it will become clear which side’s God is the true God, which Christ
is the true Christ, and which church is the true Church. It will appear when
the snow melts.

48, There can be no better government for the world than the devil's—or,
in the devil’s stead, the papal government—for the world wants it that way.
What the devil wants makes progress and follows mightily. What God wants
both in the spiritual and worldly government makes progress nowhere and
faces innumerable obstacles, so that, if I could separate the world and the
Church from each other, I would gladly support subjecting the world to the
pope and the devil. But Christ our Lord will do this and still other things and
will keep His supper far enough away from the world and the devil. Amen.
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