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GOSPEL FOR THE THIRD 
. SUNDAY IN LENT ········............................. . ..................................... .. ................ 

Luke 11:14-28 
Now He was casting out a demon that was mute. When the dem h 

h M out the mute man spoke, and t e people marveled. But some if h K0 ne , otern. "He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince ol' demons » wh .1 said, 'l • i e othe test Hirn, kept seeking from Hirn a sign from heaven. But He kn . rs, to 
thoughts, said to them, ''Every king~om divided against itself is ~:~g their 
and a divided household falls. And if Satan also is divided aua• t h~aste, 

o· .ns irnsel' how will his kingdom stand? For you say that 1 cast out demons bv B 1 ':J• ; ee zebul And if J cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast the • 
Therefore they will be your judges. But if it is by the .finger of God tha':i ::: 
out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. When a stron 
man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; but when on! 
stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his arrnor 
in which he trusted and divides his spoil. Whoever is not with Me is against , 
Me, and whoever does not gather with Me scatters. When the unclean spirit 
has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and 
finding none it says, 'I will return to my house from which 1 came.' And when 
it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. Then it goes and brings 
seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And 
the last state of that person is worse than the first." As He said these things, a 
woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, "Blessed is the womb 
that bore You, and the breasts at which You nursed!" But He said, "Blessed 
rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!" 

l. This is a beautiful Gospel reading. In it we learn many different things. 
Nearly everything is set forth here about what Christ, His kingdom, and the 
Gospel are-both what they do and how they fare in the world. First, as all tbe 
Gospel readings do, it teaches us faith and love, f or it presents Christ to u~ as a 
Savior and Helper in every need because of His great love. Wboever bebe~: 
that is saved. Here we see that He had nothing to do with the healthy, but wi 
th. bl. d Matthew says 1s poor man who had a fourfold problem. He was 1n , as all h 
[Matt. 12:22], mute, and possessed, as Luke says [Luke 11:14]. Now w: 

d " ,, the same wor • are ~ute are also deaf, so that in Greek "deaf" an mute are ood from 
In th1s way He attracts us to Himself, so that we should expect all g wre 
H. d' to the na im and run to Hirn in every need. Then again also, accor ing 
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.................... [th: -~:spei reading teaches us] to treat others as He h~·~;~:;~~ ......... 
f 1 ye 15 d I' h fi l d • us. o .0 . 'the common and most e 1g t u octrme of this and all the Gospel 

fh15_1
5 throughout the whole year. 

read~i: poor man did not come to [Christ} withou.t the Word, for those who 
him to Christ must have heard teil about th1s love of Christ, by which 

brought n'loved to trust Hirn. Thus we learn that faith cornes through the 
· t e . b t there has been enough about th1s elsewhere.1 

Wor:, S~cond, it is pointed out here how Christ and the Gospel fare in the 

d• mely that there are three kinds of hearers. [First,} sorne are aston-worl , na , dl d h . . d t Him. these are the go y an true C nsbans, who regard Hirn as so 
ishe tha t th;y are amazed at Hirn. [Second,} sorne slander Hirn, as did the 
great a · . 

. 5 [Matt 12·24} and scnbes [Mark 3:22], who were annoyed because pbansee • • . uld not do as rnuch, and who worned that the people would regard 
tbey cohigher than thernselves. [Third,} some tempt Hirn and want to have a HiJJ13S 
. that He would do what they want and so make it into an amusernent s1gn, so . [ k , Herod desired frorn Chnst Lu e 23:8]. just as th 1 d But He answers both-first, e s an erers in this Gospel reading, and 

then the tempters-saying that no sign will be given to this evil generation 
except the sign ofJonah, the prophet, ~hich is not part of this Gospel reading 
[Luke 11:29]. He answers the slanderers in a kind way and deals with five 
points against ~ern. 

3. First, with honest and reasonable arguments He condudes from two 
comparisons that one dernon cannot cast out another, for if that were so, the 
demons would have to be divided against themselves, and Satans kingdom 
would certainly not stand [Luke 11: 17-18]. lt is the nature of things that if a 
kingdom is divided against itself and is driving its citizens away, it is unneces-
sary to go to war against it, for it will go to ruin much quicker than through 
war. So also when a house is divided against itself, it does not need tobe over-
thrown. So also the heathen Sallust, taught by nature and experience, says: 
"Great possessions fall to pieces through disunity, but through unity small 
possessions becorne great:' If the demons were divided against themselves so 
rn~ch that one was casting out another, t~en his kingdom would be nothing, 

- and we woul~ have peace frorn them. 
• 4. What could these slanderers have said to such clear arguments? Their 

mouth had been stopped, but their hearts were still hard, so that they did not 
ask about that. A hard heart will not be instructed, no matter how distinctly 
and clearly the truth is presented; but the faith of the godly is strengthened 
wh~n they se_e that the basis of their faith is right and good. Jl:1st for that reas • • on we must answer the hardened and shut their mouths. Even though 
~eywill_not be converted nor keep quiet, it still serves the purpose of making ....................... . . . 

1 
See sermon for Quinquagesima on Luke 18:31-43. . 
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·th··'"'·'•:" h dened folly obvious, for the longer they talk, the m ..................................... , 

err ar ore foo1· h 
b so that we can understand that what they say does 18 the" ecome, . not reta. , 
th earance of being good and nght. Solomon says <J\ns 1n e"en e app ,, . . , Wer a fo 1 hebe wise in his own eyes (Proverbs 26 [.5]); that 1s, answer hi <c 

O, lest 
10 his folly; so that [his folly] is confou?ded fo~ the sake of 0:e:~.~rding 
they do not follow him and are not dece1ved, as 1f he were right. 0 ° that 

• • b tt t k ther".: where you have no argument, lt 1s e er o eep quiet, as Solornon ,, ,se, 
ys <'Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest you be like h' also sa , irn Yourse „ 

(Proverbs 26 [:41). . lf 
s. lt also cannot be said here that the demons pretend to b . . 

d • ld h th • d e div1ded against themselves an to yie to eac o er m or er to deceive th 
for it is openly seen how they resist and defend themselves cry O t e people, . . . , u and ra break loose and rave when they see how senous 1t 1s that they Will b . ge, 

h h e driven out. Then one must confess t at t ey are _opposed to Christ and His S .. 
and not united with Hirn; to Hirn they yield unwillingly but m t ~•nt , us y1eld Therefore nothing remains here but the openly slanderous lie 1, h • , -nw ich 
they are caught and confounded-when out of their poisonous hatred and 
jealousy they attribute God's work to the devil. . 

From that we learn not to be surprised when our doctrine and deeds 
are slandered and when hard hearts are not satisfied or converted, even 
though they are overcome by obvious truth and their mouths are shut. lt is 
enough that their hardened folly is exposed, acknowledged, and shown to 
be nothing by our answer before the godly, s~ that they are not misled by 
its good appearance. Then let them go where they want, for they have their 
condemnation, as St. Paul says (Titus 3 [:11]). 

6. Second, [He answers the slanderers] with an obvious example and a 
similar work when He says, "By whom do your sons cast them out?" [Luke 
11:19]. lt is as if He would say: "Is this not an obvious tyranny? Just what 
you praise in your sons, you condemn in Me. When your sons do it, it is of 
God; but when I do it, it must be of the devil:, lt must happen that way in 
the world. What Christ does is of the devil; if someone [ else] were to do it, it 
would be correct. Our tyrants and enemies of the Gospel now do the same 
thing. They condemn in us what they themselves do and confess and teach. 
They must do that so that their judgment is publicly approved, though they 
are condemned with all justice. . 

These «sons:' whom Christ says cast out demons, were (I think) certam 
exorcists among the people, for God had given this people various spi~itual 
gifts from the beginning. He calls them their "sons" as if He would say: 1 am 
God's Son and must be of the devil, but these who are yo~r sons, born froIIl 
you, do the same things and must not be of the devil:' 
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7. "Therefore, they will also be your judges" [Luke 11:19). That ls, •1 
appeal to them. They will have to judge that you have unjustly slandered Me, 
and thus condemned yourselves:• If one demon does not cast out another, 
then some other power must do it which is neither devilish nor human, 
but divine. For that reason He adds: "If it is by the finger of God that I cast 
out demons, then the kingdom of God is coming upon you" [Luke 11:20). 
Matthew explains this "finger of God" as the Holy Spirit, for he has "if it is by 
the Spirit of God that I cast out demons" (Matthew 12 [:28]). 

In summary, Christ wants to say: "If the kingdom of God is to come 
to you, then the devil must be cast out, for his kingdom is against God's 
kingdom, as you yourselves must confess:• Now, people do not cast out the 
devil with the devil, much less with men or through human power, but only 
through God's Spirit and power. 

8. The result is that wherever God's finger does not cast out the devil, 
the devil's kingdom is still there, and wherever the devil's kingdom is, God's 
kingdom is not. The unavoidable conclusion, then, is that as long as the Holy 
Spirit does not come into us, we are not only incapable of any good but also 
are, of necessity, in the devil's kingdom. But if we are in his kingdom, then 
we can do nothing other than what pleases him-otherwise it would not be 
called his kingdom. St. Paul says to Timothy that the people were captured in 
the snare of the devil to do his will [2 Tim. 2:26]. How could he tolerate one 
of his own people undertaking a thought to do something which is against 
his kingdom and not for his kingdom? 

These are extremely dreadful words! Christ here grants to the devil a 
kingdom which cannot be avoided without the Spirit of God, and God's 
kingdom cannot come unless his kingdom is cast out of us with divine, heav-
enly power. 

9. This is proved also by this poor man, who was possessed bodily by the 
devil. Tell me, what could he do, even with [the help of] all people on earth, 
to get free from the devil? Without a doubt, nothing. He would have to do 
and suffer whatever the devil, his master, wanted, until Christ came with 
God's power. Now look, if he could not free himselfbodily from the devil, 
how could he free himself spiritually through his own power? The soul is 
the reason that the body is possessed as a punishment, because [ the soul] is 
possessed through sin, and it is more difficult to get free of sin than from the 
punishment [ of sin], and the soul is always more firmly possessed than the 
body. This is proved by the fact that the devil leaves the possessed body its 
natural powers and works, but he robs the soul of reason, judgment, common 
sense, understanding, and all its powers, as we can see in possessed people. 

10. Third, [He answers the slanderers] with a comparison taken from 
our own experience, namely, when a strong man is overcome by someone 
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stronger, and his armor and goods are t k .......................................... .. 
a enaway[L ........ . 

testifies that no one can overcome the d vil uke ll·2i ••••• ............ , 
e except G • ... 22] 'M. 

no one can boast that he himself can cast . od alone a d • inus ll 
out eith . , n a . 4le 

how he depicts the devil: He calls him a st . er sin or the d . gilin that 
rong g1ant Wh e\rij L 

house. That is, the devil not only possesses th O guards h· • 00k at 
e world h· 1s land 

he also has preserved and established it so th as 18 own kin and 
, at no on gdolll b 

He possesses it also in peace, so that it does h e can take it f: 1 Ut 
w atever he rolll h • 

As much as a house or land can oppose th Wants. lln. 

h h 
e tyrant 0 

w o possesses t em, so much can free will and h r restrain th 
sin and the devil-namely, not at all. [The man] uman power oppos ebone 

must be u d e ot}i 
house must be conquered by the stronger one d n er thern. A th 

an won fr "s e 
man must also be redeemed through Christ and f orn the tyrant 

. . . won rorn th d . , so 
here aga1n that our actlVIty and righteousness h 1 e evtl. Wes e ps noth· ee 
redemption, but it is only God's grace. ing at all for our 

11. Fourth, [He answers the slanderers] with beautiful . 
ings, such as: "Whoever is not with Me is against Me d sayih ngs and teach. 

h · h » [ , an w oever d 
gat er w1t Me scatters Luke 11 :23]. "The devil 1·s n t . h oes not 

o w1t Me fi 
them out; thus he must certainly be against Me „ But thi·s . ' or I cast 

• saying ap 1. 
only to the devil but also to the slanderers whom He here c . P ies not 

onVIcts and eo 
demns of being against Hirn because they are not with Hirn. n-

To be "with Christ" means to have the same mind and view as Chr· 

that is, to believe that Christ's works and not our works help us, for thi;~ 

what Christ holds and teaches. But to "gather with Chrisf means to do good 

through love and to become rich in good works. Whoever does not believe 

is by himself through his own works; he is not with Christ but against Christ, 

for he denies Christ by building on his own works. So also, whoever does not 

Iove does not gather with Christ, but does useless works through which he 

only becomes worse and goes further away from faith. 
12. Fifth, [He answers the slanderers] with the threat that "the last state 

is always worse than the first" [Luke 11:26]. Therefore, observe that we 

should not only leave the Gospel and Christ unslandered-sinc~ He does 

such great things f or us and casts the devil out of us-but also senously and 
d do not possess us 

f earfully keep them, so that afterward seven worse emons d th Jews 
Th. . h t happene to e , 

when only one did before [Luke 11 :26] • 15 15 w a d uned to 
aft th Gospel was pro a 

who had never been so bad as they were er e . +:mes) worse 
f S (that 1S many uu• 

them Under the papacy we became seven ime ' b tore St Peter 
• . h h d ever been er, • • 

heathen under the name of Chnst t an we a th first" (2 Peter 
fi r them than e . .:11 

says that their "last state has become worse O h then we also ww 
· h h • h we now ave, h ve 

2 (:20 ]). If we neglect this great hg t w 1' .1 d not sleep. We a 
c fi the dev1 oes 

become worse than we were be,ore, or 

been sufficiently warned. 
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13. Finally, when the woman cries out and praises Christ that the mother 
who bore such a Son is blessed [Luke 11:27). He opposes her carnal devo-
tion and teaches us all the summary of this Gospel reading, namely, that we 
should not gape at the works or merits of the saints, but much rather hear 
and keep the Word of God [Luke 11:28). Nothing depends on how holy and 
worthy the mother of this Son is, nor are we helped by it, not even by how 
exalted the Son and the fruit is. Rather, [we are helped by) what this Son has 
done for us: that He has redeemed us through grace from the devil without 
our assistance and merit. This is proclaimed to us through the Word of God, 
which we should hear and hold in firm faith. Then we, too, will be b]essed, 
like this mother and her Son. 

Although this Word and work must be slandered, we should tolerate 
this and answer it with meekness, as St. Paul teaches, for the improvement 
of others. 

ALLEGORIES 

14. This mute, deaf, blind, and possessed man represents all the children 
of Adam, who through their flesh are possessed by the devil in original 'sin, 
so that they must be his own and act according to his will. Therefore, they 
are also blind; that is, they do not know God. They are deaf, since they do not 
hear God's Word and are not obedient or subject to it. They are also mute, for 
they thank, praise, speak, and preach nothing about Christ and God's grace. 

But they are all too talkative about the devil's teachings and worthless 
human inventions. There they see all too sharply and are more shrewd in 
their undertakings, opinion, and pleasure than the sons oflight [Luke 16:8). 
There they hear with both ears and accept everything flesh and blood think 
about. Thus all of our works, words, and life, both in body and soul, whether 
they are external holiness or sin, are of the devil and must be redeemed 
through God's w~rk. He possesses us for His kingdom so that we will know 
Hirn; see, hear, and follow Hirn; and praise and preach Hirn. All of this 
happens through the Spirit of God in the Word of God, which casts out the 
devil with his kingdom. • 

15. The Jews call the chief dernon "Beelzebub" [Luke 11:15]. "Zebub" in 
Hebrew means a fly, and "Baal" or "Beel" means a man or sovereign, such as 
a master of the house. When they come together as "Beelzebub; it rneans the 
archfly or the chief fly, or in plain German: the lord of the flies or the large 
horsefly. They gave Satan such a contemptible name, as if they were entirely 
free and secure before him and even his lords. That is what all secure, lazy 
hypocrites do, who think they are so pure and holy that the devil is a help-
less, weak fly compared to them, so that they do not need Christ's grace and 
God's Word. Yet they think that [the devil] is strong enough for others-in 
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fact, that whatever God-fearing people teach and do .................................. . must b f .... __ _ 
They regard him to be as helpless as if he were a weak fly. Te rotn_ the de , 
gladly tolerate such contempt, under which he is yet hi hehe_ devu caq: 
than the true God. g r In their hea 0 

16. The tyrant in the yard or hause is the devil as . rts , Was sa1d li in peace, if God,s Word and finger do not come against h' • e sits th 1m th ere People do what he wants, for they do not know any hett . rough Chns . . er, Just a h· l and deaf man d1d. His weapons and def ense are the c 1 
8 t 1s tnut arna op· . e trines, and principles with which he holds consciences a d 1010ns, doc n protect h' • 17. But when the stronger one, the Gospel, comes h' 8 ltnse't , is peac . u. rages and becomes mad and does not want to be cond e 18 0ver. Jie emned punished, or pointed out. Theo he rouses up his armor· th I unrnasked • epowerfu} , rich, and holy people, whom he stirs up against God's Wo d I shrew~ r , as We se . persecution of the evangelical teachers. Such raging and ein the • persecuti that the devil does not like to be cast out, and he rages in th h on tnean ew oleb d Luke 9:39, 42]. The way he acts in a body with its member h O Y [cf. s w en he • out is the way he acts in the whole world when he must yield to th 18 cast 

he stirs up all his powers, but it does not help him, for he m~st lea:e~ospel: 
18. The stronger one who overcomes him is Christ He t 1. • al\.es away his armor, that is, He converts some of the persecutors [Acts 9:l-l9] 

k h• k d H' ki d ' and so ma es 1m wea er _an 1s own ng om stronger. He also divides the spoil 
[Luke 11 :22]; that 1s, those He converts He uses for various offlces . . . . , graces, and works m Chnstendom, about wh1ch Paul wntes in Romans 12 H . • e IS also in the yard or on the porch, for the devil,s kingdom exists in the outward 
appearance and glittering of wisdom, holiness, and strength; but when it 
is taken up by the Gospel, it is found to be only folly, sin, and without any 
strength. 

19. 'J\.fter the unclean spirit has gone out, it passes through dry places, 
seeking rest" [Luke 11:24]; that is (as people say), the devil does not take a 
vacation and does not sleep, but again seeks ho~ he can capture people. "Dry 
places" are not godless hearts, for in them he rests and dwells like a strong 
tyrant, as the Gospel here says; rather, they are dry and desolate places here 
and there in the country where no people live, such as the wild and wilder· 
nesses. In malice and wrath he rushes to such places when he is cast out, just 
as the devil found Christ in the wilderness [Luke 4:1-13]. Nowin theJewish 
land there is not much water- H~ speaks about that here because it has a lot , the of dry wilderness. In other lands which are well watered, such as ours, h 

. d wn peoplew 0 demons dwell in the waters and swamps, and sometimes ro h 
bathe or travel in them. Likewise, in some places there are water nymp s, 

all demons. who entice children into the water and drown them; those are , 
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20. "When it comes again, it flnds the housc swept and adorned'" [Luke 
11:25] (St. Matthew adds "idle'' [Matt. 12:44]); that ls, the man is sanctificd 
and adorned with beautiful spiritual gifts, so that the evil splrit sccs that he 
can do nothing more with his old tricks, since they are known. Similarly, 
after idolatry was cast out among the Gentiles, he no longer attacks the world 
with that. But what does he do? He undertakes something different, goes out, 
brings back seven worse spirits, goes in, and dwells thcre, so that „the last 
state is worse than the flrst" [Luke 11:26]. 

He has also done the same with us. When Christ had become known 
in the world and the devil's former kingdom with its idolatry had been 
destroyed, he undertook a different thing and attacked us with heresy, until 
he introduced and established the papacy, in which Christ was completely 
forgotten, and so people became worse heathen under the name of Christ, 
as we can see with our own eyes. So it also happened to the Jews after the 
destruction of Jerusalem, and to the Greeks under the Turks, and it happens 
to all who hear God's Word and then become secure and lax in it, as St. 
Matthew says that he finds the house idle (Matthew [12:44]). He throws 
bad seed among the wheat at night when the people are sleeping (Matthew 
13 (:25)). For that reason it is necessary that webe watchful, as the apostles 
everywhere admonish us to be, especially St. Peter: "Brothers, be sober-
minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion, seeking someone to devour" (1 Peter 5 [:8]). Wherever he abolishes 
faith, he easily restores all former vices. 
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