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Matthew 24:15-28 

So when you see the abdmin~tion . of d~sblation spoken· o/ by the prophet 

Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader-understand), then let those 

who are in Judea Jlee to the mountains. Let the one who is on the housetop 

not go'down to take what is in his house, and let the one who is in the field 

not turn back to take his cloak. And alas Jor women who are pregnant and 

Jor those ~ho are !_IUrsing in~an~~ in those days! Pray that your flight may not _ 

be in winter or on a Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulation, such as 

has not been from the bJginning of the world u~"til now, no, and never ~ill be. 

And if those days had not been cut short, ·no human being would be saved .. 

But for the sake of the elect those days will be· cut short. Then if cinyone says 

to you, ''Look, here is the Christ!" or '~There He is!" do noi believe it. For false 

christs and f alse prophets will arise and perf orm great signs and wonders, so 

as to lead astray, if possible, everi the elect. See, I have told you bef orehand. . · 

So, if they say to you, "Look, He is in the wilderness," do not go out. If they 

say, "Look, He is in the inner rooms," do not believe it. · For as the lightning 

comes from the east and shines as j ar as -the west, so ~ill be the 'coming of the 

Son of Man. Wherever the corpse is, there the ~ultures will gather. 
. . ' ! • .' . ' ~ 

~ . '~· ~ 

l. This chapter describes the termination and end of the two kingdoms: 

tbe kingdom of Judaism and the kingdom of the whole world. However, both 

tbe evangelists Matthew and Mark [ chapter 13] combine the two kingdoms 

a~~ do not follow the order which Luke has. They do not look further than 

gr:mg and relating the words of Christ; they ~e unconcerned about what was 

sard hefo ft · I d 'th tt 
ti re or a er. Luke, however, described it more clear Y an WI a en-

~t to 0rder. He relates this discourse twice: first, b; iefly, in chap!er. l9 [:4l­

ch I Where he speaks about the destruction of the Jews at Jerusalem; then in 

apter 21 [·S · · 1 · 
· -28] he speaks ab out both these kingdoms success1ve Y. · 

s 
2
' "!ve should know that Matthew rolls these into each other, and at tbe 

illne tun · ., ld d 
eo ks e Includes the end of both the Jewish nation and of the wor , an 

0 the · · th 
You m into one porridge.- If you want to understand this, however, en 

Illust separate the two from each other and apply to each its end, whether 
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it is spoken about the Jews proper or about the whole world. This is what we 
will look at. 

3. First, Christ begins in this chapter to prophesy about the final destruc­
tion of the Jewish kingdom, which the Jews did not at all believe or expect. 
The nation had been set up with excellent, great signs and the promise of 
God, which He had shown and made to the dear fathers. No other nation on 
earth experienced anything like it. Accordingly, they stood inflexibly on it, 
relied on it, and thought it would remain forever-as they still think today 
that their kingdom has not been destroyed, but only fallen down a little and 
will be raised up again. They cannot get it out of their minds that it is com­
pletely over for them. 

4. This is why, in addition to the miracles, God had the prophets pro­
claim in plain and clear words that their kingdom would have an end and that 
God would abolish the external governance of the law about foQd, sacrifices, 
etc., and would set up a different one which would last forever. This is what 
the angel told the Virgin about Christ: "He will be a King over the hause of 
Jacob, and there will be no end of His kingdom" (Luke 1 [:33]). 

5. Among the passages about Judaism's end, there is one which Christ 
particularly cites, that of the prophet Daniel [9:25-27] about the desolate 
abomination which stands where it should not stand. He is talking precisely 
about the Jewish nation. He says there: "Know and learn that from the time 
the word goes out to rebuild Jerusalem, there are seven weeks and sixty-two 
weeks, and after the sixty-two weeks, people who are not His shall uproot the 
Messiah. However, the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the 
city and the sanctuary, and it will meet a violent end; when the fight ends, a 
certain desolation will remain. He, however, will establish a covenant with 
many in one week, and in half of the week sacrifice and food offering will 
cease. The abomination of desolation will stand by the wings. lt is determined 
that it will continue to the end of the desolation:' 

6. The prophet Daniel would have liked to know when this would 
happen, but he could not learn it. Although the angel pointed to a definite 
time, it was so obscure that the prophet could not understand it. This is why 
he said before: "At the last, or at the last time, you will see everything:' that 
is, "the prophecy revealed to you begins at the end of the world" [Dan. 8: 17] · 

When Christ caused the [preaching of the] Gospel to begin through 
Himself and the apostles, it continued for three or three-and-a-half years, 
so that it approaches very closely to the calculation of Daniel (nam~ly, 
490 years). Therefore, he also says that Christ will take half a week, in which 
the daily sacrifice will cease; that is, the Jewish priesthood and governan~e 
will have an end. All of this happened during the three-and-a-halfyears lil 
which Christ was preaching and was almost completed in the four years after 
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....... nrhen the Gospel spread most vigorously . 
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h ist, r• 
, espec1a y in J d h 

C r stles Thus in a whole week-that is se"e u ea t rough 

~o · 
, rn~m-th 

tbe 
1
. bed (as Daniel says [9:27]); that is the Go 1 

e covenant was 

tab 1s 
, spe was pre h d 

es hieb is written about elsewhere. Now: when th t· ac e to the 

1 ws, w k" , e ime came and 

e hing began, a new 1ngdom also had to begin th t . . a new 

reac II . h ' a is, one m wh. h 

P . t rules spiritua y 1n our earts through the Word d , . h ic 

chrlS 
an 1a1t . Now: if this 

t Proceed, then the former had to end, have no m 1 
' 

was o h , ore va ue, and cease 

h
. is one part of the prop ets prophecy to which Christ p . t · 

f 1s . b th "d om s. 

7 The other part 1s a out e esolate abomination" [D 9. J . 

. "Wh h" an. .27 , smce 

h ·st now says, en you see t 1s standing in the temple" th 

C f1 
. . 

, en pay atten-

tion (He means to_say), for th1s 1s a sure sign out ofthe prophecyofDaniel 

that this kingdom is now at an end. Do not be confused because the Jews or 

even weak Christians think that it will not be destroyed. 

8. The "abomination" about which Daniel writes, however, is that the 

Emperor Gaius1 (~s the histo~ies point out) put up his image in the temple 

at Jerusalem as. an 1dol so that 1t would be worshiped, after which everything 

that was ~here was destroyed. Scripture calls i_dols properly an abomination, 

because God loathes and abhors them, for He hates this more than any other 

sin. He certainly punishes the other sins, but He does not cast the people 

away, if they repent, as He says in Psalm [89:30-33] about the kingdom of 

Christ: "If his children forsake My Law, if they desecrate My statutes and do 

not keep My Commandments, then I will punish their transgression with the 

rod and their sin with affliction. But I will not take My goodness away from 

him, nor let him lack My faithfulness:' . · . 

This sin, however, which is called idolatry, which really is unbelief and 

denial of God and which He cannot at all tolerate, completely condemns 

people. Wherever this remains in the heart, so that someone teaches and 

believes it correctly, he knows that our merit and worthiness are nothing and 

that only through faith are we acceptable to God and serve Hirn correctly, 

then there is a truly godly life, and light and truth remain there. Even though 

along with faith there is also weakness of the flesh, this is still not an abomi­

nation before God; even though God punishes the sin for repentance, yet He 

reme~bers the people, spares them, and forgives them, because the people 

are learning to acknowledge His goodness. On the other hand, if faith and 

true teaching are not present, then everything is lost, for it is impossible that 

man will avoid establishing for himself a false worship and ·adoring his own 

0Pinions and the worlcs chosen by him. In this way he really will deny God 

and His Word, and by this ·God will b·e completely turned away, so that no 

grace can be present. This abomination is common in the lives of those who 

.~e -~e best and greatest saints before the world; outwardly, they go about 

) ......................... . 

· I I.e., Gaius Julius Caesar Augustus Germanicus, commonly called Caligula (r. 37- 41). 

-



in beautiful works and appearances, but inwardly they are full of filth, as we 

can see to the present day in our [ monastic] orders and services to God, even 

when they are at their best. Nevertheless, on the other hand, there are some 

Christians whose works and life are not equal to those [saints] but who are 

holy before God. 
9. Now, as was said, Christ says that when the abomination-that is, this 

idol-is standing in the temple, then the kingdom will finally be devastated 

and destroyed, so that afterward there will never again be any building. Luke 

[21:20] expresses this clearly in these words: "But when you see Jerusalem 

besieged by an army, then· know that its desolation has come:' Right after 

this, He also says, "Then let everyone in Judea flee to the mountains;' etc. 

Likewise: "But woe to those who are pregnant and nursing at that time" 

[Luke 21:21, 23]. And: "But pray that your flight does not take place in the 

winter or on the Sabbath. This will be a great distress, which has never been 

before or will be again" [Matt. 24:20-21). 

10. All of this applies to the Jewish nation. If this were to happen to us 

at the end of the world, then, according to the text, we would really have to 

be in Judea, because this is what He is pointing to specifically. So it is also 

true when He says that there has not been nor will be any greater affliction 

on earth than there was in that destruction. We can see in the histories how 

miserably they were killed and even killed one another, themselves jumped 

into the fire, and one let another slay him. Yes, the famine was so great that 

they even devoured the strings of crossbows and even their own children. 

This happened so shamefully and abominably that no greater misery has 

ever been heard of. 2 

11. Since they themselves wanted this, God let them be so deluded and 

destroyed. He certainly would have had mercy on them and gladly lifted 

them up, if they had not brought themselves into such misery with their own 

hard heads, so that they had to slaughter and consume themselves; once it 

began, all such murder and bloodshed had to increase. 

So the death of Christ and of all the prophets was avenged on them quite 

horribly, because they raged without ceasing against God's Word and besides 

persecuted and expelled the 'apostles. Paul says that the wrath of God has 

come on them at last [l Thess. 2:16]. 

12. Now, "when this frightful wrath and abominable affliction is present:' 

says· Christ, "then flee to wherever you can flee." These words are all prover­

bial:· "Then whoever is in Judea and on the roof should flee to the mountains"; 

likewise: "Whoever is in the field:' etc. [ Matt. 24: 16-18], which is the same as 

2 Josephus (ca. 47- ca. 101) describes the destruction ofJerusalem in Jewish Wars 6.5.249-

7.1.4 (Loeb 210 [1990), pp. 447- 505). See also the sermon for Trinity 10 on Luke 19:41-48, 

paragraphs 9- 10. 
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_________ .. ---- ay the sooner the better, and do not let yourself be found » 

-- "I-lurrY aw ' ft h J h d . 
,,;0g, h t happened. A er t e ews a been sufficiently warned by 

sa,~ a}so w a d b . h R b 
'f}liS is th t they shoul su mit to t e omans, ut they did not want to 

ariY signs ad apostles left there and followed these words of Christ. The; 

:e disc!ples anything which was in Judea and did not return to get anything. 
btnd ever h " h 

Je~ be "See to it;' He says fort er, t at your flight does not occur in the 

13, the Sabbath" [Matt. 24:20]; that is, see to it that you flee at the 
· teroron d H d'd win . that you are not capture . e 1 not want to do a miracle to 
. bt urne, so - . 

rig h m in the m1dst of the enemy, even though He certainly could 
serve t e h' h 

pre had resolved to bake everyt mg t at was there together. Therefore, 

have. I-1~ there had to be completely lost. lt is written that there was a great 
verything I ill' h 

e d of people at Jerusa em, one m 10n one undred thousand people· 
u}titu e - ' 

m e all melted together, there were so many of them there. This is why 
the~wtewr arns His disciples not to delay their flight until the Sabbath when 
chns . , . . .. 

re not supposed to walk, nor until the wmter when 1t 1s too cold, but 
theywe . . 

t going the sooner the better. If they put 1t off, they might have to flee 
~~ , -

at an unsuitable time. -
l4. So far, Christ has been spe_aking about the Jews. Now, I said previ-

ously that Matthew and Mark combi~e these two ends, so that iris difficult 

to separate them, and yet they must be separated. Therefore, note that every­

thing which has so far been said refers to the Jews. Here, however, he weaves 

the two of them together, breaks off abruptly, and does not care much about 

the order in which Christ spoke these words, one after another. Rather, he 

entrusts all of that to the evangelist Luke; he only wants to say that the fol­

lowing will happen before the Last Day. He says, _ 

'.t\nd if these days were not shortened, no one would be saved; but f or the 

sake of the elect the days are shortened." [.Ma'tt. 24:22] -

15. This applies to both parts. The meaning' is that for the sake of the 

righteous the misery will not last for long. Even the war against the Jews did 

not last two full years before there was again peace. However, because all of 

iliis also refers to the end of the world, we will try to apply the previous words 

about the Jews to ourselves, so that we do justice to the evangelist. 
16-I do not expect that there will be another battle like the one which 

came on the Jews, because the text says, "There will be such distress as there 

never will he again'' [Matt. 24:21], as we also read and see. However, a dif­

ferent punishment will happen to us; just as that one was bodily, so at the 

eotl especially a spiritual one will come on the unchristians, who are just like 

tbe Jews. Thus they will be similar to each other: just as the affliction came 
00 

Jerusalem through God's arrangement, and everything was ground to 
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d horrible and even more horrible, will it be before the Last D pow er, so , ay, 
when He will come and put an end to the whole world. 

17. When Christ ascended into heaven, His kingdom stretched not only 

over Judea but also spread over the whole world through the Gospel, Which 

was preached and heard everywhere. "!e, ho~e_ver, act just like the Jews: we 

deny and persecute God's Word and kill ChnstI~ns who c.onfess and preach 

it as the Romans did at first and as the pope, b1shops, pnnces, monks, and 

p~iests do afterward to the present day. This is the way it has been for more 

than five hundred years now: no one dared to preach God's Word, unless in 

the pulpit someone made a show of reading the text of the Gospel, and then 

sucked out or inserted human teachings. If a~yone spoke up against this, they 

were there with sword and fire to suppress 1t. When they were warned and 

frightened with words and signs, it did not help. They held their heads high 

and cried out and raged against it like crazy people. God certainly has reason 

enough to destroy them finally and eternally on the Last Day. 

18. Therefore, the words of Daniel about the abomination also apply to 

us. We also have a truly desolate abomination sitting in a holy place, namely, 

in Christendom and in the human conscience, where God alone was sup­

posed to sit and rule. Daniel writes much about this in clear, explicit words 

in chapters 8 and 11. The truly pure teaching which we preach is that we 

are redeemed through Christ from sin, death, devil, and all distress; put 

into God's kingdom through the Word and faith; and thus set free from all 

laws-and that no one can come into God's kingdom or be freed from sin 

through the works of the Law, whatever these might be called. Where this 

is preached and believed, there Christ dwells and rules in hearts spiritually 

without means; there is the Holy Spirit with all the benefits and fullness of 

the riches of God. 
19. But what is the pope doing? He is sitting not in the physical temple 

or God's house but in the spiritual, new, and living temple of which Paul says, 

"If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will defile him, for the temple of 

God is holy, and you are that temple" [ 1 Cor. 3: 17]. Many devils and heretics 

have always presumed to sit in this temple, along with all who preach against 

the true teaching: "If you want to be saved, then take up this or that estate 

and order, and do this or that work:' In this way they drag people away from 

faith to works. Moreover, even though they use the words "Christ is the Lord:' 

they really are denying Hirn, for they say not one word about the fact that He 
forgives sins and redeems from death and hell only through grace. Rather, 
they say: "Through these orders and through these works we must make 
ameo<ls for sin, make satisfaction, and obtain grace:' This is the same as if 
you said: "Christ did not do it; He is not the Savior; His suffering and death 

cannot help at all:' If your work is to do it, then He cannot do it through His 
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b o . . e in vain. lf .......... . th n You dnve Chnst away, and deny and vil Y0u remain With 
e 

re e~ . ~~ 
·th it. Then He cannot sit and rule in yo h prec1ous blood and u:_: 

W1 . 
ur eart thro h . ~ uu1 

and Spint; rather, my work becomes my idol whom I ug . His Word, work, 20. So now, see whether the pope is not th let sit and ru.le there 
. . h h e greatest ar h b . . 

all abommations, t e one w om Christ and D . 1 c a omination of 
. . . h anie mean th t bout whom 1t 1s wntten t at he sits in the templ f ' e rue Antichrist 

a . . . eo God(2Th ' 
the people where Chnst 1s named and where tt· ki ess. 2:4], among 1s ngdom s · · 
Word, and faith are supposed to be. Because he intrudes ' Pint, Baptism, and kingdom through his nonsense of canon 1 d u~on Christ's office aw, an tnes to il 
consciences and rule them ~th his precepts and k . ~reva over b . . " l wor s, he is nghtly ll d 
a "desolate a ommation Matt. 24:15) that is h ca e 

. . . , , one w o only destro s d 
ruins everythmg. As was sa1d, Christ and my work . Y an . cannot remain together 
If one stands, the other must pensh and be destroyed Th c · 

. . . · · · ere1ore, as far as the 
boundanes of h1s d1ocese reaches, the pope has completel d 1 d . . . . Y eso ate Chnst's 
kingdom, and all who hold w1th h1m have denied Christ. 21. St. Paul prophesied all of this abo~t him when he called him the "man of sin and the child of destruction, who is an opposer and exalts himself over all that is called God or worship, so that he sits in the temple of God as a god and pretends tobe God" (2 Thessalonians 2 (:3-41). lt is invalid, however, when the Papists try to tur~ these words away from themselves and say that Christ and Paul were speaking about the temple of Jerusalem and that the Antichrist would sit and rule there. Christ says here that Jerusalem together with the temple will have an end and after its destruction will never be rebuilt. Therefore, because Paul is pointing to the time after the destruction of the Jewish kingdom and of the physical temple, it cannot be understood other than about the ·new spiritual temple, which (as he himself says) is we. 

There the pope will sit and be honored, not above God, but above every­thing which is called God (he says (2 Thess. 2:41). Since God's name naturally remains the highest honor, he cannot sit above the true, natural Go~, b~t . h · h · exalted above h1s 
only above what is called God and worsh1p; t at 1s, e is . G d lt · bvious that so many 
preaching and honor higher than the genuine O • 15 0 

d t ' 
h' 1 higher an grea er 

princes and the world cling to him and regard is aws . ·f one eats 
h 

d b th greatest sm 1 any 
t an God's commands. lt is suppose to e e f . t monk or h · e estate o pnes ' ' 
meat against his command; or leaves t e impur k b th kinds in the d d· or ta es o 
nun for the married life as God has comman e ' th tealing, adultery, 
S . . Among em, s 
acrament according to Christ's institution. h less and no one ' dments are muc ' 

and all public vices against God s Comman 
1 der God's Word, and 

. 
h th mselves s an 

18 punished for them. Yes, when t ey e h highest worship, even 
Persecute and kill Christians, they regard this as t e 
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can do for their god, the pope. ls this not truly the 

g himself and being honored above God? Thus if anyone 

or acts against him falls into their hands, he must immediate! 
the abomination has been sufficiently depicted and explained. y 

22. Whoever can flee, it is· now high time to run and flee, leave behind 

what he has, and get away, the sooner the better-not with his feet but with 

bis heart, so that he is free from the abomination and enters Christ's kingdom 

through faith. So that we can correctly identify the abomination, however, 

we need understanding and keen eyesight. However, we cannot see it better 

than if we compare it to Christ, who teaches, as said above, that through His 

blood we are reconciled with God and saved. The pope, however, ascribes 

this power to·our works. You can easily see that being saved through works 

is contradictory to wanting to be saved not through works, but by believing 

on Christ as our righteousness before God. Now then, if you want to remain 

with Christ, you must flee from the pope and abandon him. 
23. Now, this "desolate abomination;• which has ruled at our time but has 

now been revealed by God's grace, will not be destroyed by the emperor or 

secular authority. lt must be higher than that bodily destruction, even though 

that was such a great distress that none can be greater bodily [Matt. 24:21]. 

This is why God_has reserved for Himself alone to annihilate this abomina­

tion, as Paul says, "Whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and 

put an end to him by the appearance of His coming" [ 2 Thess. 2:8]. Although 

they fear evil from secular authority and insurrection, they will not get off 

that easily. They are unworthy of such gentle punishment, and God will not 

allow them to be destroyed through people but will do it Himself without 

means, through His Word. This has now begun, and his kingdom has been 

destroyed enough that it can no longer ensnare the consciences of those who 

know the Gospel. No matter how much the pope strives against the Gospel, 

he must now fall at the feet of the secular princes and seek help from them. 

In this way his power has been weakened and broken through the Gospel; 

his final destruction, however, is being reserved for the Last Day. Therefore, 

it must still remain in part until Christ comes down from heaven, completely 

destroys everything, and turns it into powder. d 
24. However, just as at that time among the Jews the days were shortene • 

Ch . . d fi r the sake 
as nst sa1d [Matt. 24:22], so they must also now be shortene 0 

f h 
. . andbeen 

o t e elect. We see that the pope's governance has faced opposition il 
decreasing for a hundred years now, with the exception that at the counc 

. h d everyone 
of Constance, where John Hus was burned, the pope so fng tene h t 

ut so t a 
that people regarded him as God. The truth, however, soon came O 

' i·es 
. ·d th" owapp1 

now he 1s despised and cannot last much longer. As was sa1 , is n 
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........... ly to the Jews but also to our abomination, the kingdom of the papa 

00ton . . cy. 

Christ says further. 
Now . 

,1f, then, anyone says to you: 'Look, here is Christ, or there,' do not believe 

it." [Matt. 24:23] · · 

, 25_ We should know· and grasp these words well, in order to hit the 

0 
e and his sect on the forehead; they lead out the kingdom of Christ and 

~ e ~e Christian life to external, visible things. They openly say, "Wherever 

~e pope is, there is the· Christian Church:' They try to lead us into finding, 

erceiving, and graspiJ?.g per~ons, pl~ces, or c1:1stoms which are all external. 

~ monasteries and ~hapters d? t~is. "If yo~:• they say, "take up this estate, 

eat this way, wear these clothes, pray in· this way, a_nd f~st in this way, then 

you will atc:me for your s~ns_ and be saved~' Christ h~s ~!ready depicted this 

very clearly for us: Referring to all these mönasteries, estates, and works by 

which they try to help souls, He warns us to be on our guard against them 

and not to let ourselves be dragged from ·~e ground on which we stand. We 

become Christians through none of these things, but ru;e redeemed from all 

evil and bi-ought into His kingdom only through His blood, if we believe. His 

blood drags all temporal, external things out of our sight, knocks down with 

a word all te~chings which do not preach faith .. p~rely and ~ life which is not 

governed according to the genuine teaching of faith. In short, when He says, 

"If anyone says, 'Here·or'there is Christ; do not believe it;' this is the same as 

saying, "Be on your guard against e;erything ~hieb leads you to works, for 

it is surely deceiving you· and dragging you away from Me:' · 

"F~r faise chri;ts a~d pr~phets will arise and do great signs a~d wonders, 

so that (if it were possible) even the el~ct would be led ast~ay into error." 

[Matt. 24:24} .. 
. . . 

26. These are significant, serious, and frightening words, namely, that 

these preachers of works will drive this into the people with such brilliance 

ao<l force that even the saints who stand in faith cannot avoid it but must also 

be ~ed astray; and that is what happened. The.dear fathers, Augustine, Jerome 

(I hope )-likewise, St. Bernard, Gregory, Francis, Dominic, and many more­

even th h · · thi · t 
as · I oug they were holy, nevertheless have all been led ~~tr~y on . s ~o~ , 

h~ve often demonstrated elsewhere. This error-of bmdmg Chnst•an•ty 

to external things-began earlv and they with others feil into it; they were led 

so far . t . ,, 1 W e 

• In° It that they took up this:external way oflife themse ve~. e can ~e 

in St Bernard's hooks.that he writes in a bad way· when he answers anyone on 

quest· 
didl 

Ions about their monasticism When however, he writes away can Y 
0ut of h · . , · h Th 

is own spirit, then it is a pleasure to see how weil he preac es. e 



gr 
• ; UA .. ~ a question about how they should regard ations, about whether they should be kept in this wa: th.ey $fumbled forward and stepped into it in such a way that they d~: not need much to be led astray. The Papists still cite this as their strongest ~ent against us: "Did so many holy people and teachers supposedly err;' they say, "and did God supposedly forsake the world in this wayr' They do not see that these words hit them on the forehead so that they are staggering\ 27. Now, what should we answer them? The words are plain and clear-, we must believe them and let them stand; we cannot get around them, even if the holy angels in heaven were against them lcf. Gal. 1:6-91. Or should not Christ be holy and His Word coun~. more than their words? He is not talking about the big crowd, Mr. Everyone, but about the smallest group, the elect. He says that they will stumble so far that they would almost be led astray. He warns us not to cling to them, when we see that they have fallen into external things. Now, if they did not go astray, then Christ who foretold this would not be truthful. Even if all the saints would now step up and tel1 me to believe in the pope, l still would not do it, but would say, "Even though you are elect, Christ has nevertheless said that there will be times so horrible and dangerous that even you must go astray:' This is why we must cling only to Scripture and God's Word, which says: "He is neither here nor there. Where He is, there I will be. He will not be where my work or estate is. Whoever now teaches me differently is trying to deceive me:' For this reason, l still say that what they claim is invalid. They say, "The holy fathers and teachers have held this and lived in this way; therefore, we also must hold it and live in this . way:' Rather, what is valid is this: "Christ taught and held this; therefore, we must also hold it~' He counts for more than all the saints. 

"See, I have told you bef orehand. Theref ore, if they say to you: 'L~o~, H:e is in the wilderness!' do not go out there. [If they say:] 'Look, He 15 
in t inner room!' do not believe it:' [Matt. 24:25-26] 

h rtl after the 
28. At the time of the holy fathers Anthony and others, s O Y h ny 

( h hAnt o 
apostles, the error Christ is speaki~g about already began t _oug inanY tl · · d · ) 3 

• • t the wilderness, 
grea y restrame 1t . Then everyone was runmng m O stine thousands of them; this gained such glory that late~ Je~ome autl A;~n we almost worshiped it and did not know how to pra1se it enough. h e •• rere . f e· t er ,. 
look at this in the light, this text is powerfully against this prac ic ' d And, 

· 
d b ondemne · 

also among them many heretics and many who ha een c . 
............................................. .... 

astiC Ufe f Christian mon 
3 Anthony of Egypt (ca. 251-356) is considered the founder 0 because many followed his example of holy living. 



......................................................... 9.'!.~Pe.lfo/. .. ~~~.T.tl!~Tl._f:J..~.f .ift.~.$.1t_~J .. f!:f~:. . .T.r:!ri._!t.~ .............................................. !.~?J. 

even though there were holy people among them who escaped being led 

astray, nevertheless the example is dangerous and not to be recommended. 

For example, St. Francis may have been a holy man, but the example and 

order he set up are not to be followed. However, no one, not even among the 

saints, knew this, since it had spread so far and with such great fame. The 

Christian life is ~ot limited to the wilderness, but should go about freely, 

as Christ and the apostles lived, so that we ~tep out into the world, publicly 

preach and admonish,, in order to bring the people to Christ. They run away 

from people into the wilderness, do not want to remain in the world where 

they must suffer much, choose their own strict life, and in so doing want to 

be high er Christians than others. · This is what the monasteries do, which is 

what Christ means by the ."inner room:' 
. 1 . ' 

Christ now co~cludes and says,' _ 
1' 

"For just as the lightning comes from the rising [ of the sun J and shines to 

the setting, so also will be the coming of the Son of Man." [Matt. 24:27} 

29. H~ means ·to say: "Do n~t belie~~ it if someone ties Christ down to 

this or t~at place and leads you. away from faith to works. I warn you not to 

fall away from the pure faith, for you do not know at what ho~r I will come. 

When no one is expecting, I will strike as quickly as lightning flashes from 

heaven." Whoever then is not clinging4 to faith will be lost. Therefore, see to 

it that the day does not overtake you, and remain awake in faith, so that, if 

you are lazy and fall asleep, the devil may not snatch you away [ cf. 1 Pet. 5:8]. 

However, these words are not in the right order. Matthew ( as was said) only 

piles up the words, but not in order. This is why they do not really agree with 

the words which follow: . , 

~'However, where a carcass is, the eagles gather." [Matt. 24:28] · 

30. That is, you need not be concerned about the place,where Christ will 

come. "No matter where I am, we will certainly come together, as people say, 

'Where a carcass is, the eagles gather: Just as the eagles do not define some place 

to which they want to flee, but find their way to the place where the carcass 

is, so My people will find their way to Me. Where I am My elect will also be:' 

That is the text about the end of the Jews and of the world. Matthew 

mixes in the words about the signs of the Last Day, all of which Luke writes 

more clearly; but this belongs to another time and has been sufficiently 

treated elsewhere. 5 
_, 

.. ········································· 

4 fu place ~f these' three words, the 1525 edition has: "has not clung:' 

5 See sermon fo; Second Sunday in Advent on Luke 21:25-33; cf. Sermons on Matthew 

18-24 (1537- 40/1796- 1847), LW 68:277- 34~. 
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